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OJJA OFFICERS 

Rod R. Rekofski -- 
h e s i d e n t  

Lloyd T. Smith -- OTTA!;;A CONVENTION DRAPIS 2,000 
1st  Vice-president 

Edward Ihight  -- Lloyd Smith Awarded iuiedal of Honour 
2nd Vice-president 

&s. Ruth 1:iueller -- More than 2,000 Ontario Numismatic Association 
Secretary members and public attended t he  second annual ONA 

~ r u c e  H. Raszmann -- convention April  17-19 a t  t he  Chateau Laurier  Hotel, 
Treasurer 

mGION& DIRECTORS Lloyd T. Smith, London Free Press coin columnist and 
e d i t o r  of t h e  London Numismatic Society bu l l e t i n ,  was 

Flalter W. Griggs -- awarded t he  Medal of Honour f o r  h i s  contr ibut ions  t o  t he  
Western Ontario ONA and numismatics. 

Rudy Sauro -- 
Central Ontario Select ion of t he  winner was made by t h e  committee 

Peter  DeGraaf -- headed by R. C. bdilley, northern Ontario d i r ec to r .  
Eastern Ontario 

Robert C. W l l e y  -- Mr. %ith  i s  a steady contr ibutor  t o  the  ONA s l i d e  
Lakehead, Northern l i b r a r y .  He a l so  had t rans fe r red  several  a r t i c l e s  i n t o  

!iilliam Clarke -- 
Historian J. R. Beat t ie ,  deputy-governor of t h e  Band of Canada 

opened the  convention, which drew 240 reg i s te red  guests .  
CORRESPONDENCE The a f f a i r  was hosted by t he  Capital  City Coin Club, 

headed by Ear l  Grandmaison, convention chairman. 
Secretary: 

1""lrs. Rut11 ITueller ONA president  Rod 3. Rekofski, Kitchener, expressed 
239 Lancaster St .  W. g ra t i t ude  t o  Mr. Grandmaison and members of t he  CCCC f o r  
Icitchener, Ont. t he  work they  did  preparing f o r  t h e  convention. 

Treasurer: Dinner speaker Norval A. Parker, master of t he  Bruce H. Raszmann 
Sox 33 Canadian mint, out l ined t he  production of coins.  Speaking 
- - on proof l ike  ( 'uncirculated I) s e t s ,  he sa id  only 18,000 Fiaterloo , Ont . were ordered i n  1958. Last year, 673,000 were shipped out 

Pub l ic i ty  Director: t o  co l l e c to r s  and dea le r s .  Orders f o r  1964 s e t s  number 
B i l l  English 
71 Columbia S t .  W. 
I:Jaterloo, Ont. Richard Nash introduced t h e  speaker. M r .  Farker 

was thanked and presented with a s e t  of bronze and s i l v e r  Speakers' Circui t :  
Frank Ut t ley  

ONA medals by Vice-president Lloyd T. 3nith.  

3 5 Chestnut St .  
Rekofski presented Public Archives cura tor  A. E. Iiitchener, Ont . H. P e t r i e  with 1963 and 1964 ONA bronze and s i l v e r  medals, 

~E~IIS~JIATIST EDITOR and medals of t he  Quebec Numismatic lissociation, on i t s  
behalf ,  f o r  d isplay i n  the  archives.  

TJlrs . Claudia Pelkey 
440 Pineland live. 
Oakville, Ont . 



AND 

One could say it was Lloyd 3nith weekend. Few w i l l  argue t h a t .  To augment h i s  
Award of Merit, he was given t he  Grand Award f o r  h i s  display of world gold coinage -- 
1 5  cases f u l l .  

Other display winners ( f i r s t ,  second and --if any---third ~ l a c e s )  were: 

JUNIOR - IT. !;hetstone, Ottawa; Donald Desaulniers, Be l lev i l l e  
and S. Sdliith, Ottawa. 

CANADIAN - Donald Flick, Oakville, Alan Guay and Cecil Paul, both 
of Trenton. 

UNITED STATES - P J i l l i a m  English, I~Jaterloo; Ray Kelly, Ottawa, and 
Albert Ful ler ,  Kitchener. 

CLASSICAL - Rod R. Hekofski, Kitchener; and Albert Fu l le r ,  both 
of Kitchener. 

EIPIRF,, CO~fl~IONI.5rE;'~LTH - Rod R,  Rekofski, Kitchener; Rudy Sauro, 
Hamilton, and i%-s. Lloyd Carney, Toronto. 

FOREIGN - Mrs. Ruth Mueller, Kitchener, f i r s t  and second. 

PAPER HONEY - Kenneth Hart, Oaltville, f i r s t  and t h i rd ,  and 
l la l ter  Allen, Oakville. 

Therc ~.Jere 40 exhibi tors  i n  a l l .  P k j .  Sheldon Carroll  was head judge. He was 
=-@i ~f cd b:j judges Roy Hobin, J. E. Charlton, U f  red Pe t r i e  and Guy Potter .  

On April 4, the  ONIi medals were among t h e  $4,000 l o o t  taken from the  bJaterloo 
home 03 b ! i l l i a n  English. This l o s s  alone put t he  squeeze on %he ONA t reasury.  To 
help  out,  Peter  DeGraaf, Ottawa conducted a donation auction.  

Meanwhile, members a r e  asked t o  keep a lookout f o r  any s a l e s  of these  medals:, 

. , i\ HELPING FLND 

The Iiiiaterloo Coin Society donated $200 -to the  ONA medal fund and it i s  providing 
an in te res t - f ree  loan of $300 t o  ge t  t he  t reasury  back on i t s  f e e t .  President 
Rekofski g ra te fu l ly  acknowledged t h i s  on behalf of t h e  membership. 

He issued a plea t o  members and o ther  clubs t o  provide f i nanc i a l  a i d  t o  t he  
t reasury.  Donations w i l l  be g r a t e fu l l y  received by t r ea su re r  Bruce H. Raszmann, 
Box 33, t,jaterloo, Ontario. 

People who have ordered ONA commemorative medals w i l l  receive them i n  due course 
a f t e r  a new supply has been s t ruck.  They w i l l  be avai lable  i n  bronze ($3.50 each), 
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s i l v e r  ($5), 101c rose f i n i s h  gold p l a t e  ($15) and so l i d  gold ($40). 

ONA SERVICE - Frank Uttley, Bitchener, who handles the  display case, audio-visual 
and speakers c i r c u i t  services,  s a id  186 three-part brochures a r e  i n  t he  hands of 50 
Ontario coin clubs (35 of which a r e  ONA members) and other  people. Mr. Ut t ley  sa id  
these  brochures may be obtained upon f i l l i n g  i n  t he  appl icat ion form he w i l l  provj.de 
on request. He said  too, t h a t  several  who have these  forms f a i l e d  t o  complete them. 
This i s  necessary i n  order t o  obtain t he  ONB services  brochures. M r .  Ut t ley  can be 
contacted a t  35 Chestnut St.,  Kitchener. 

DELEGATES - There could have been more. The delegates meeting under F i r s t  Vice- 
President Lloyd T. 3nith provided much necessary crosstalk,  se l f -c r i t i c i sm and fellow- 
ship. 

CRITICIS14 - An apparent l ack  of club i n t e r e s t  i n  t he  Oiii was a i red.  This was evident 
i n  the  r e l a t i ve ly  poor delegate turnout a t  the  meeting. Another point  was t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  several  clubs have been giving too-short not ice  t o  members of t he  speakers c i r c u i t  
f o r  service.  

INSUKiiiICE - The t h e f t  of t h e  0NA medals sparked a discussion-insurance f o r  pr ivate  
coin col lect ions .  A survey i s  being taltcn on t he  various means of insurance coverage. 
I~!embers w i l l  hear more of t h i s  when t h e  survey i s  f in ished,  

David i ~ s h  presented i l l u s t r a t e d  t a l k s  on Lundy Is land and World Famed Orders 
Par t  1 during the  educational segment of t he  convention. Numismatist ed i t o r  1%~. 

Claudia Pelkey, Oakville, presented her  celebrated discussion on t he  Canadian voyageur 
s i l v e r  do l la r .  These th ree  top ics  a r e  avai lable  through OKA services ,  The London 
hh i sma t i c  Society put on some fun-f i l led  numismania: i 'kat 's  My Coin Par t  3. 

SEPIII-ANNUiiL FEETING - OCTOBER 17 

The Toronto Coin Club w i l l  host  t he  ONA semi-annual meeting a t  i t s  f a l l  r a l l y  
on October 17, 1964. 

Ur.CTLEY DONATES BOOK 

Frank Utt ley has added another book t o  t h e  ONn l ib ra ry ,  It i s  Domestic b i n . ,  
by t h e  U .  S. mint. 

The ONA i s  always i n  the  market f o r  book and audio-visual donations. Past 
co-operation has been tops.  If anyone has any ideas f o r  a numismatic s l i d e  show, but 
l acks  e i t h e r  s k i l l  o r  e q u i p e n t  t o  make s l ides ,  t he  OIJA w i l l  provide them. A l l  we 
need from you i s  your idea,  wil l ingness and material .  

CO1;I'ING EVENTS 

Mag 2 - hJorth York Coin Club Pmnual Show, North York Community Centre, 50%) Yonge 
St .  Time: 1:00 p. m. t o  1 1 : O O  p. m. Floor auction bu Kirk & Safer. No 
banquet. For f u r t h e r  information contact Kenneth Bunnett, 785 Willowdale 
Jive., I/iillowdale, Ont . 



May 25 - Oakville Coin Club Anniversary Night, Riverside Hotor Hotel. Trophies 
f o r  f i r s t  place and Best of Show. Medals released depic t ing sea gu l l s ,  
honouring the  centennial  of the  schooner Sea Gull, t h e  f irst  sh ip  b u i l t  i n  
Oakville t o  s a i l  t o  Africa and re tu rn  i n  one s a i l i ng  season. Medal 
prices:  10K gold, $36.50; s t e r l i n g  s i l v e r ,  $4.75; and bronze, $3.25. 
Address medal i ~ q u i r i e s  t o  Larry Pelkey, 440 Pineland Ave . , Oaltville . 
Allow two o r  t h r ee  weeks f o r  delivery.  

July 19 - Owen Sound Coin Club four th  annual exhibit ion,  bourse and auction, Sauble 
Beach Pavilion. Open from noon t o  11 :OO p. a. For f u r t h e r  information 
contact: Secretary, Box 94, b ~ e n  Sound, Ont. Further information on 
t h i s  exhibi t ion w i l l  appear i n  t he  next i s sue  of t h e  Numismatist. 

12pplicants 'published i n  t h e  April i s sue  of t he  Nu~ismat i s t  have now been accepted. 
The following appl ica t ions  were received i n  April,  I f  no object ions  a r e  received, 
t h e i r  acceptance w i l l  be acltnowledged i n  t h e  flhy i s sue  of t h e  Numismatist. . 

John ::J, Sutherland, Port Burwell, Ont. 

!Klliam Batley, 3243 Niagara Ave., Niagara Fa l l s ,  N. Y. 

Nrs, J. Lloyd Carney, 9 Icinghorn Ave., Toronto 9, Ont. 

Edward 11, A, Smith, 304 Mona St.,  Eastview, Ont , 
David V, Bagg, 379 Lafontaine Ave., Ottawa 7, Ont. 

!:iiUiam D, Parkhurst,  272 Grooms dve., Oshawa, Ont. 

B. & M, COINS, 64 b r i e r  Rd., Eastview, Ont. 

Robert H. ;..?nitehead, 1l.32 Bedbrook St., Ottzv~a, Ont, 

John S. 14cDowel1, 645 Kippl s Lane, Apt. 107, London, Ont. 

Ken Hart, 207 I o ~ d e n  Rd, , Oakville, Ont . 
Roy E. Dumas, Black River Rd,, lr'atertown, N,  Y ,  

Alfred E, H, Pet r i e ,  60 Stanley Lve., Apt. 18, Ottawa 2, Ont. 

Ronald K,  Misener, 1720 Par i s  St., Apt. 406, Sudbury, Ont. 

C33 PETEXBOROUGH NUKISICiTIC hSSOCIiaTION, c/o ?J. George F. ilenton, 534 Harvey St . ,  
Peterborough, Ont . 

C34 KENT C O I N  CLUB, c/o David B. Cregg, 192 Richmond St.,  Chatham, Ont. 

C3 5 OSHI'LPJA & DISTRICT C O I N  CLUB, c/o 90x 212, Oshawa, Ont . 
C36 EAST ELGIN C O I N  CLUB, c/o Piard IvIcI(enna, General Delivery, iiylmer j. Ont . 

CIIitNGES OF ADDRESS 

61  Bmce R. Brace, 654 Hiawatha Blvd., ='ncaster, Ont. 

104 Laurence F. Srimer, 1 Forest  H i l l  D r . ,  Apt. 11, Guelph, Ont. 

115 Charles M. Turner, 357 1,Javerly St . ,  Apt. 1, Ottawa 4, Ont. 

135 Ross ti. Irwin, 14 Tamarack Pl., Guelph, Ont . 



264 William E. West, 166 Base Line Rd. West, London, Ont . 
318 V. I. Cosgrove, 233 Victoria St. West, North B a y ,  Ont. 

C12 WINDSOR C O I N  CLUB, c/o l e s s  L. Watt, 1604 Goyeau St., Windsor, Ont. 

THE TWENTY CENT PIECES 

R. W. Irwin 

The Province of Canada was formed i n  1841 from the  union of Lower and Upper 
Canada. A t  t h i s  time t h e  d o l l a r  was ra ted  i n  Halifax s t e r l i n g  a t  f i v e  sh i l l i ngs  and 
i n  Halifax currency a t  four s h i l l i n g s  and s i x  pence. About 1850 t a l k s  were held with 
t h e  governments of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia with reference t o  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  
of es tabl ishing a uniform currency f o r  B r i t i sh  North America. This was s e t  f o r t h  i n  
a s e r i e s  of resolutions i n  1851. It recommended a decimal system based on t h e  do l l a r  
ra ted  a t  f i v e  sh i l l ings .  

In  1850 t h e  Province of Canada gave author i ty  t o  t h e  Governor-in-Council t o  
cause s i l v e r  coins t o  be s t ruck f o r  c i rcu la t ion  i n  Canada. These coins were t o  be 
5/-, 2/6, 1/3, 1/-, 6d and 3d o r  $1, 50$, 25$, 20$, lo$,  5$. No ac t ion  was taken and 
it was proposed during t h e  sess ion of 1852-53 t h a t  a gold coin of $2.00 value with a 
s i l v e r  coin one-tenth o r  20$ t o  be ca l led  a s h i l l i n g  should be issued. The majori ty 
of t h e  l eg i s l a tu r e  favoured t h e  d o l l a r  and cents system so again nothing was done. 
The Currency Act of 1853 es tabl ished t h e  Br i t i sh  s h i l l i n g  a t  24 1/3$ and was 
usua l ly  taken a t  256. I n  1858 the re  was ag i t a t i on  t o  take t h i s  coin a t  24$ but t h i s  
coin 's  presence i n  Canada was the  major influence i n  s t r i k ing  t h e  20$ coin, a coin 
representing 254 already exis ted.  

I n  1857 t h e  Act requiring government accounts t o  be rendered i n  d o l l a r s  and cents  
meant t h a t  coins f o r  t h i s  purpose must be procured. These were s t ruck under au thor i ty  
of the  Currency Act (16 Vict .c .l58. 1854) and were t o  be a token currency of l imi ted  
l e g a l  tender.  

On October 16, 1857 t he  t reasury  approved t h e  proposal of t h e  Master of t h e  
Royal i 6 n t  t h a t  t he  weight of t he  new 204 piece be 71.73 gra ins  of 925 f ine  s i l v e r .  
I ts  diameter was 0.930 inches o r  23& m. Queen Victoria approved t h e  design f o r  t he  
coin  July  17, 1858. Pat terns  were s t ruck having both a p l a in  and mil led edge. 
Canada ordered twenty cent coins t o  t h e  value of $150,000 o r  750,000 coins. The coin 
was engraved by Leonard \]yon and s t ruck a t  t he  Royal Mint. The order i n  t h e  Canada 
Gazette of December 12, 1858 lega l ized  t h e i r  currency i n  t h e  Province of Canada. 

The Toronto Leader and o ther  newspapers objected t o  t h e  s t r i k ing  of t h e  20$ 
piece ins tead of a 254 piece. It was accepted a s  an equal t o  t h e  Halifax s h i l l i n g  
which was worth t h e  same value. The coins were used i n  t he  Post Offices and for  l e g a l  
tender  payments, The government saw i t s  e r r o r  and corrected it a t  t h e  first 
opportunity. 

Pr io r  t o  and jus t  following Confederation of t he  Provinces t h e  systematic with- 
d r awd  of a l l  foreign s i l v e r  was ca r r ied  out. This was subs t i tu ted  by a domestic 
i s sue  i n  1870 i n  which a 25-cent coin was used i n  place of t he  old 20-cent piece. The 
Minister  of Finance i n  h i s  proclamation of September 9, 1870 asked t h a t  t h e  2095 coins 
be withdrawn from c i r cu l a t i on  by t h e  banks s ince  t he  25$ coin was more convenient 
f o r  t he  public. 



The coins  were withdrawn over t h e  years  and t h e  following nominal values were 
recoined a s  twenty-five cent  pieces:  1685 - $18,000; 1888 - $17,174; 1889 - $16,585; 
1894 - $14,518; 1899 - $18,895 and i n  1906 - $7,461. d few o l d  f i v e  and t e n  cent  
co ins  were included i n  t h e  l a s t  two recoinages and it i s  a l s o  poss ib le  t h a t  o the r  
q u a n t i t i e s  were melted down i n  o t h e r  yea r s  although it i s  s t r ange  t h a t  t h e  f a c t  i s  not  
mentioned i n  t h e  mint r epor t s .  The t o t a l  of t h e  above i n f e r s  t h a t  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  
i s  s t i l l  286,735. This does not  agree  wi th  t h e  f i g u r e s  of t h e  mint a s  given by 
Taylor and James which s t a t e s  t h a t  only 35,000 remain i n  c i r c u l a t i o n .  It i s  t h e  
authors  opinion t h a t  t h i s  f i g u r e  i s  too small.  

By 1 8 9 1 t h e  twenty cent  p iece  had disappeared from c i r c u l a t i o n .  Breton i n  1694 
gave i t s  value a s  equal t o  f ace .  The 1907 p r i c e  l i s t  g ives  a range of 25 t o  35 cents  
b u t  i n  1912 t h e  l i s t  s t a t e s  no premium i s  paid f o r  t h i s  co in .  Breton s t a t e s  tha-L a 
n i c k e l  c o u n t e r f e i t  e x i s t s  and Zoel shows a cracked d i e  minor v a r i e t y .  

I n  New Brunswick t h e  Currency Act of 1860 author ized  t h e  s t r i k i n g  of coins.  %e 
20Q coin  was equal t o  one s h i l l i n g  currency. The coin  was t h e  same weight,  s i z e  and 
f ineness  a s  t h a t  of Canada. J'L s t r i k i n g  of $30,000 was made i n  1862 and a f u r t h e r  
$30,000 i n  1864. These coins  were a s s imi la t ed  i n t o  Canada and made cu r ren t  by t h e  
Uniform Currency Act of 1871. Newfoundland produced coins of t h i s  denomination from 
1865 u n t i l  1912. They were always a problem f o r  Canada so t h e  25 cent  p iece  was 
s u b s t i t u t e d  by mutual agreement i n  1917. Thase coins  a r e  a l s o  a p a r t  of Canadian 
currency although they had l a r g e l y  disappeared from c i r c u l a t i o n  by 1949. 

The United S t a t e s  had minted a 25 cent  piece from 1796 but  on i k r c h  3 ,  1-875 
a 20 cent  piece was authorized which was s i m i l a r  i n  s i z e  and design t o  t h e  25 cent  
co in .  Complaints were numerous and t h e  coins  were only  minted from 1875 t o  1878. 
The Canadian Post,  Lindsay, of September 3, 1875 s t a t e s :  "A new s i l v e r  coin  has j u s t  
made i t s  appearance which i s  l i k e l y  t o  cause some inconvenience owing t o  i t s  
approximation i n  s i z e  t o  two cu r ren t  Canadian coins, v i z . ,  t h e  25 and 20 cent  p ieces .  
It i s  an  American 20 cent  piece not  q u i t e  a s  l a r g e  a s  our 20 cent  coin, and not  q u i t e  
a s  heavy. Another d i f f e rence  between it and our 20 cent  p iece  i n  genera l  appearance 
i s  t h a t  it i s  not  mi l led .  By t h e  exe rc i se  of about t h e  same amount of v ig i l ance  t h a t  
i s  now necessary t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between our 25 cent  and 20 cent  coins,  any one may 
e a s i l y  avoid taking  it f o r  t h e  l a t t e r .  Like a l l  o the r  h e r i c a n  s i l v e r  coins,  it i s  
sub jec t  t o  discount  i n  t h i s  country."  

The 20 cent  coins a r e  type  i tems necessary f o r  any c o l l e c t i o n .  d wel l  s t r u c k  
copy i s  a joy t o  behold and own; a reminder of t h e  growing pains i n  our achieving 
decimal currency. 
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The f i r s t  d i e  t o  be wholly prepared by t h e  Royal Canadian I i n t  was f o r  t h e  1943 
five-cent  piece.  

Ten and 20 d o l l a r  gold coins  were s t r u c k  i n  1862, a t  t h e  he ight  of t h e  Gold Rush, 
f o r  B r i t i s h  Columbia. kltliough ordered by the  p rov inc ia l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  they  were 
disallowed by t h e  B r i t i s h  government. They a r e  gene ra l ly  r a t e d  a s  p a t t e r n  p ieces .  

New Brunswick i ssued pennies and half-pennies i n  1843 using a diademcd head of 
t h e  queen, never before  used on coinage. 

The Bank of Upper Canada gained t h e  r i g h t  t o  coin copper when t h e  c a p i t a l  was 
moved t o  Toronto, a f t e r  t h e  burning of  t h e  Parliament Sui ld ings  a t  14ontreal during t h e  
r i o t s  i n  1849. Later  t h e  c a p i t a l  was f ixed  a t  Ottawa. 

Newfoundland coinage has been s t ruck  a t  London, Birmingham and Ottawa mints .  


