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CAitADA S CO1~D.lEI~iORATIVE ST LVER DOLLAR'S 

by Alex $1. Sweeton 

One hundred years ago i n  t h e  northern half  of t h e  
North American continent, t he r e  were emerging two great  

struggles,  one p o l i t i c a l  and t h e  other  numismatic. Tk 
two s t ruggles  a r e  brought together i n  t h e  1964 

commemorative do l la r ,  so t h a t  we s h a l l  s t a r t  with it, 
and work back through t h e  o ther  four. The P o l i t i c a l  
s t ruggles  was, of course, a s  t o  whether t h e  colonies 
should remain separate o r  should un i t e .  I n  1841 a step 
towards union had been taken i n  the  union of the  

Parliaments of Upper and Lower Canada (now Ontario and 
Quebec), but  it was not u n t i l  July  1, 1867 t h a t  t h e  
f i n a l  decision t o  un i t e  became operative.  The 
N m i m t i c  struggle was a four-way a f f a i r  among t h e  
imerican do l la r ,  B r i t i sh  pound, French franc,  and t h e  
panish r ea l .  Similar ly  with t h i s  s t ruggle  a s t e p  

toward t he  f i n a l  decis ion i n  favour of t h e  do l l a r  had 
been taken i n  1858 with t h e  del ivery from England of 
l a rge  copper 1$  pieces, small s i l v e r  5$ pieces, s i l v e r  
104 pieces, and s i l v e r  20$ pieces, but  it was not 
r e a l l y  u n t i l  1870 t h a t  t h i s  decision became o f f i c i a l  
f o r  d o l l a r s  and cents  with t h e  minting of 50$ and 25$ 
pieces a s  wel l  a s  10, 5, and 1$  pieces. 

I n  t h e  middle of both t h e  P o l i t i c a l  and Numismatic 
s t ruggles  was 1864, bu t  1964 i s  not too ~ u c h  d i f fe ren t ,  
illthough they were pronounced d i f f e r en t l y ,  t h e  two words 
mZOVINCE and CANADA were t r u l y  b i l i ngua l  i n  t h a t  they 
were spel led exact ly  the  same i n  e i t h e r  English o r  French. 
Some years l a t e r  when S i r  Charles Tupper supposedly made 
use of t h e  quotation from the  Bible i n  Zachariah, Chapter 
IX, Verse 10, "And H i s  dominion s h a l l  be from sea t o  
sea  and from t h e  r i v e r s  t o  t h e  ends of t h e  earth", - - 
a t h i r d  word DOfiiINION was chosen which was a l so  t r u l y  
b i l ingua l .  The 1964 s i l v e r  d o l l a r  was CH;iRLOTTETOIhlN 
spel led i n  English, but t h e  acute accent over t he  f i r s t  
'El of QUEEIEC makes t he  c i t y  French, so t h a t  the  reverse 
of t h e  coin i s  s l i g h t l y  b i l i ngua l  a l so .  

Dollar i s  appropriate f o r  commemorating 100 years 
because t h e  Fathers of Confederaiion had sense enough 
t o  put 100 cents  i n  one do l l a r .  The 1964 s i l v e r  do l l a r  
commemorates t he  Charlottetown Conference held on 
September 1, 1864, i n  what i s  now ca l led  t h e  Confederation 
Room i n  t he  o ld  Province Building of Prince Edward Island, 
a s  wel l  a s  t h e  centennial  of t he  Quebec Conference held 



i n  Quebec City commencing October 10, 1864, A t  Charlottetown t h e  f i v e  Canadian 
(i. e., from Upper and Lower Canada which were cal led the  Frovince of Canada) 
delegates so impressed t he  Conference t h a t  it resolved t o  hold a l a r g e r  conference 
without delay. Thirty-three delegates attended t h e  Quebec Conference which has been 
ca l led  t h e  most inportant p o l i t i c a l  gathering i n  t h e  h i s to ry  of Canada, because it 
worked out t h e  plan of union which i s  now the  bas i s  of Canada's const i tu t ion.  Tne 
Quebec Conference was t r u l y  nat ional  since every province, even Newfoundland, was 
represented, and from each province came members of both p o l i t i c a l  pa r t i es .  

Considerable thouglit went i n t o  t he  minting of a 1964 commemorative s i l v e r  dol lar .  
On January 9, 1962, t h e  government opened a competition t o  secure a new design, 
o f fe r ing  a pr ize  of $1,000 f o r  t he  wiming design with four  add i t iona l  p r izes  of 
$250 each f o r  honourable mention. Designs were submitted t o  N. A. Farker, l~iaster of 
t h e  Royal Canadian l'Tint i n  Ottawa, and he along with a Board of Judges chose t h e  
design of Dinko Vodanovic, born i n  Yugoslavia, and now employed a s  an a rch i tec t  by 
t h e  Canadian National Railway i n  Pantreal.  

Vodanovic7s design of t h e  commemorative reverse embodies i n  t h e  centre  t he  f l o r a l  
emblem of t he  four  ethnic groups which made up t he  bulk of Canada's founding popul- 
a t i o n  -- t h e  French fleur-de-lis,  t h e  I r i s h  shamrock, the  Scot t ish  t h i s t l e ,  and t h e  
English rose, I4.r. N, A, Parker has said t h a t ,  "Actually t he  beginning of Confederation 
was t he  uni t ing of the  people of various or igins ,  and t he  approximate population 
f igures  f o r  Canada 100 years ago were: French - 1,082,940; I r i s h  - 946,bU; 
English - 76,369; and Sco t t i sh  - 549,946; o thers  (including o the r  Br i t i sh  I s l e s  
o r ig ins )  - 77,773 ." Small ha l f  c i r c l e s  locking t he  symbols together  represent a 
un i f ied  population i n  Canada, and t h i s  complete design i s  then enclosed i n  a small 
concentric c i r c l e  ra ised r ing,  Above and below these  symbols and s u m u n d h g  them 
closely,  appear t h e  names of CWTTETOTi.TN and QUEBEC, c i t i e s  where t h e  1864 
conferences were held a s  mentioned prev iws ly ,  hound  t h e  coin  and c loser  t o  t h e  
ou t e r  edge reads 1864 CANADA 1964 DOLLAR, The small initials D, V, outs ide  t he  
cen t r a l  c i r c l e  jus t  before t h e  beginning o f  the  word QUEEIEC a r e  for  t h e  designer 
Dinko Vodanovic, and t h e  small i n i t i a l s  T. S. jus t  a f t e r  t h e  end of t h e  word GZUEBEC 
a r e  f o r  Thomas Shingles who made t h e  master die. 

1864 was t r u l y  a year of des t iny f o r  Br i t i sh  North America. Al.1 t h e  forces  f o r  
union (defence, railways, t rade,  t h e  problem of the  West, k r i t i m e  Union, t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  deadlock i n  t h e  Province of Canada) seemed t o  come together  and move i n  
one di rect ion.  The decisions a t  t h e  Charlottetown Conference were espec ia l ly  
spectacular because they were achieved by John A. MacDonald, supported by h i s  arch- 
enemy George Brown. The l a t e r  Quebec Conference produced a plan of union drawn up 
i n t o  t h e  famous 72 Quebec Resolutions which were signed by all 33 delegates (although 
i n  t h e  irony of fu tu re  events, such provinces a s  Prince Edward Is land and Newfoundland 
did not join the    om in ion). bk. N. A. Parker has sa id  t h a t ,  "These meetings a t  
Charlottetown and Quebec were jus t  t he  preliminaries leading up t o  t h e  a c t u a l  signing 
of  t h e  Br i t i sh  North America Act, and there fore  buildings were not considered as a 
su i t ab l e  subject  t o  depic t  t h e  main idea of confederation; geographical a reas  were 
a l so  discarded because it was f e l t  t h a t  the re  were no d e f i n i t e  b o ~ n d a r i e s . ~ '  It would 
be impossible f o r  a commemorative coin t o  summarize any year such a s  1864, although 
it i s  my opinion t h a t  the  commemoration has been qu i t e  good t o  leave t h e  f i e l d  open 
f o r  an even b e t t e r  design of a commemorative again i n  1967. 

The ONTiLRIO NUMISIJYiTIST i s  published monthly by t h e  Ontario Numim-atic 
Association. The publication may be obtained with memberships of one of t h e  folLowing 
catagories : Adult -- $2 yearly;  junior -- $1 year ly  (up t o  18 years of age), 
husband and wife (one copy) -- $3 yearly;  club -- $10 yearly. I 

Remittances (plus bank exchange i f  paid by cheque) payable t o  t h e  Ontario Numismatic 
Association, Post Office Box 33, !kterloo,  Ontario. 



1958 was a l so  commemorating 100 years a s  t h e  centennial  of t he  formation of t he  
Br i t i sh  Crown Colony of B r i t i sh  Columbia which was taken a s  t he  event f o r  t h e  
commemorative s i l v e r  do l l a r ,  zlthough 100 years  from t h e  1858 coins (which were the  
f i r s t  decimal coinage i n  ~ a n a d a )  could have been taken almost a s  wel l  except t h a t  
- this  numismatic s t ruggle  f o r  decjmal coinage i n  1858 was not  r e a l l y  resolved u n t i l  
1870 a s  mentioned previously. Captain J m e s  Cook i n  1778, and Captain George Vancouver 
i n  1792 had explored Vancouver Is land which was granted t o  the  Hudson's Bay Company 
f o r  a colony i n  1849 when t h e  c i t y  of Victoria was founded. 1849 was a l so  the  year 
of t he  California Gold Rush, so t h s t  soon t he r ea f t e r  miners were pushing r e s t l e s s l y  
north from one r i v e r  and va l l ey  t o  another, always hoping t o  " s t r i ke  it r ich"  around 
t h e  next bend, u n t i l  a t  l a s t  they created t he  Fraser Cald Rush i n  1858 a s  one of 
of t h e  g rea tes t  on record and it was followed by the  Cariboo Gold 3ush i n  1859. 
Therefore i n  1858, an Act of t h e  Br i t i sh  Farliament created a new colorq on t he  
mainland which was ca l l ed  S r i t i s h  Columbia, and wi thin  a few months a s i t e  was chosen 
f o r  a c ap i t a l  which was naned New Westminster by Queen Victoria.  One of t he  Canadian 
h i s t o ry  books says "Nothing i n  t he  Fraser Gold Rush was more remarkable than the  
establishment of government and t h e  preservation of law and order."  It was not  u n t i l  
1866 t h a t  t he  two colonies, on Vancouver Island and t h e  mainland, were uni ted  under 
one Governor with 2 p a r t l y  e lec ted Council. B r i t i sh  Columbia then came i n t o  t he  
Dominion of Canada i n  1871 when a t ranscont inenta l  railway was promised, and ' the  
Canadian Pacif ic  Ihilway was completed t o  t h e  Pac i f i c  i n  1885, f i v e  years e a r l i e r  
than expected. 

Stephen Trenlca, Hungarian-born designer of t h e  Br i t i sh  Columbia do l la r ,  chose 
f o r  h i s  commenlorative coin reverse design a totem pole over a background of the  
Canadian Rockies. H i s  i n i t i a l s  S. T. appear i n  t he  bottom par t  of t he  totem pole 
design jus t  above t h e  l e t t e r  A i n  DOLLAR. ilt the  t op  of t h e  pole i s  a raven, 
symbolically r e l a t ed  t o  death by t h e  Indians i n  t h e i r  t o t m  poles. The two dates  
1858 and 1958 appear i n  t h a t  order  alongside t h e  t o p  hal f  of t h e  to te i i  pole and t o  
t h e  l e f t  of it. The ou te r  edge reads C~LNADA BRITISH COLU~~~Ii'i DOLLAR, although t he  
l e t t e r s  'DOLLZt' a r e  s t r a i g h t  across t h e  bottom ins tead of curved. Of a l l  Canadian 
do l l a r s  t h a t  have been minted, t h e  Totem Fole coin has created t h e  most h i s t o ry  
numismatically, andhas a t t r a c t e d  t h e  most public at tent5on.  It en joys t he  highest  
mintage (3,039,564 -- 1958 s i l v e r  d o l l a r s  were minted agains t  18,780 -- 1?&8 s i l v e r  
do l l a r s  f o r  ins tance)  and i t s  unusual design must be given t h e  c r ed i t ,  although it 
w i l l  l o s e  i t s  posi t ion of highest  mintage a t  the  end of 1964 because of t h e  extremelj  
high mintage of the  1964 s i l v e r  d o l l a r  expected t o  t ake  place, dropping t o  t h i r d  
place because the re  were 4,179,93:1 s i l v e r  do l l a r s  minted i n  1963. 

Obverse of t h e  1952 cop-me~oratire d o l l ~ r  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  1964 commemorative do l l a r  
i s  t he  regular  1953 laurea-bed he1.d of 1-11.r I~iajestjr Queen Elizabeth I1 facing r i gh t  
which shows c l a s s i c a l  i ~ f  lucnce ~.r,c! was bezu t i fu l ly  executed k: IJirs. IVIary Gi l l i ck  
1,~hose i n i t i a l s  M. G, appear on t h e  sloping base of t h e  bust  back of t h e  2ueen1s 
r i g h t  shoulder near t h e  slioulder s t rzp .  Tnc i n sc r i p t i on  i n  Lat in  reads XLIZABETH I1 
DEI GR4TId REGINA which i s  SLIZd3ETH ThX SEOOPJD, BY TEZ GRiiCE OF GOD, QUEEN. With 
t h e  recent  announcement t h a t  Queen Elizabeth has approved a new more mature ef f igy 
(a l so  wearing a t i a r a  not worn on t h e  o lder  one) f o r  use on Canadian coins, 
presumably conunencing i n  1965, t h e  1364 s i l v e r  do l l a r  w i l l  be  t he  twelf th  and l a s t  
with t h e  'young head' .  

( t o  be continued) 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The remainder of t h i s  comprehensive numismatic research w i l l  be 
continued i n  t h e  October Ontario Numismatist. The author, Alex. 14. 
Sweeton, i s  a d i l i gen t  member of the  London ( ~ n t a r i o )  Numismatic 
Society; and has wr i t t en  many a r t i c l e s  f o r  t h e  soc i e ty ' s  monthly 
publicat ion.  This a r t i c l e  contains a g rea t  dea l  of numismatic back 
ground t h a t  every co l l e c to r  of Canadian currency should know. 



COMING EVENTS 

September 19  ST. L~~V\IE~EIV'CE KO~~~INA'lTION-I(OIN-IiLuBS , LaSalle  Hot e l ,  Icingston, 
Ontario. Sponsored by Kingston, Gananoque and Brockvil le  Coin 
Clubs. S t a r t i n g  time: 1:00 p. m. 
Junior  auct ion:  3:30 p. n. t o  l a s t  $ hour 
Plain auct ion:  4:00 p. m. t o  7:30 p. m. 
Displays: Provision w i l l  be made f o r  those  wishing t o  d i sp lay  

t h e i r  c o l l e c t i o n s .  l lppl ica t ion  t o  be  made t o  t h e  Kingston 
s e c r e t a r y  by t h e  end of August. Bourse t a b l e s :  $3.50 f o r  
members - a l l  o t h e r s  $5.00. Public i s  welcome. 
No admission charge. 

September 26 LONDON NUI!~IS~~T.'LTIC SOCIETY 13 t h  Annual Banquet and i';uction, 
Vlestown Plaza,  Oxford S t r e e t  West, London, Ont. Guest speaker,  
Major Sheldon S. C a r r o l l  of Ottawa. Banquet t i c k e t  r e se rva t ions  
a r e  $3 -00 from M r .  Xlex M. Sweeton, 172 Regent S t r e e t . ,  London. 
The Bank of  Nova Sco t i a  v i i  11 be s e l l i n g  gold coins and bul l ion .  
The Piail and Floor i'luction w i l l  begin a t  9:00 p. m. 

October 3 

October 3 

October 17 

KITCHEIDR C O I N  CLUB F i r s t  i a n u a l  Banquet and Auction, Iona Hall,  
S t .  h d r e w s  Presbyter ian  Church, Queen and Weber S t r e e t s ,  Kitchener. 

B1'9 OF CJUINTE NUMISKITIC liSSOCIhTION 2nd Annual Coin-A-Rama. 
Kiwanis Centre, 118 Dundas S t . ,  East ,  B e l l e v i l l e ,  Ont. 
From 10:OO a .  m. t o  10:OO p. m. Competitive d i sp lays ;  bourse; 
auct ion .  

TORONTO C O I N  CLUB F a l l  Rally.  Royal York Hotel, Toronto. 
Semi-l'anual Meeting of t h e  Ontario Numismatic l;ssociation. 
Semi-A*innual Meeting of  t h e  Canadian Socie ty  of  I~Iedal l ic  Arts. 
General L-~dmission: .50 $. Open from 2:00 p. m. t o  1 1 : O O  p. m. 
35 bourse d e a l e r s  ... auct ion  by J. E. Charlton ... displays .  
Room 'B' Programme: 

1:00 p. m. F a l l  Ral ly  open t o  genera l  public .  
1:15 p. m. Audio-visual (20 mins. ) I1kJaitangi Crownr1 and "Ye 

Olde Famous Cartw e e l .  . . 
2:00 p. m. Opening Ceremony 
2:15 p. m. ONA Semi-annual meeting 
4:00 p. m. Audio-Visual (40 mins. ) "Coin Grading" 
5 :15 p. m. ;ludio-Visual (35 mins. ) "Odd andCurious Money". 
7:00 p. rn. lludio-Visual (30 mins. ) "Seafaring: Development of 

t h e  S1iiptl. 
8: 00 p. m. ~ ~ ~ d i o - ~ J i s u a l  (30 mins. ) l l I l l u s t r a t e d  Coin Quiz". 
9 : 00 p. al. Ludio-Visual (3 5 mins . ) I1Canadia.n Voyageur Dol lar r f .  

October 24 ST. C-ITH-LIIINES Annual Banquet, Queensway. D r .  J. S. Ferguson t o  
be t h e  gues t  speaker,  and t h e r e  w i l l  bc t h e  usua l  100-lot auct ion .  

October a, 25 BLUE VJATER I n t e r n e t i o n a l  Coin Show, Iieswick Terrace, Sarnia. 
Co-sponsored by t h e  Sarnia Numismatic Socie ty  and t h e  Port  Huron 
Coin Club, Theme: Golden Jubi lee  of t h e  Ci ty  of  Sarnia ,  Specia l  
a t t r a c t i o n :  Sale of a commemorative medal, s p e c i a l l y  produced 
by t h e  Sarnia Numismatic Society,  t o  mark t h e  Golden Jub i l ee  year .  



Display awards: Exh ib i t i on  Chairman, F. Hurley, has  i n d i c a t e d  
competi t ion w i l l  be w e l l  provided f o r  wi th  F i r s t  Place Gold r ' l lqces 
and second p l ace  r ibbons t o  be awarded i n  each ca tegory  i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  S p i e r s  Brothers  Best of Show Trophy and t h e  Pore  
Huron Best t"imcrican Exh ib i t  Trophy. Those wishing d i s p l a y  space, 
con tac t  M r .  Hurley, 305 Talford S t . ,  Sarnia  ... HURRY, space i s  
l i m i t e d .  Fea tures :  25 reputable  d e a l e r s ;  24 hour s e c u r i t y ;  s p e c l a i  
"Gold Boursef1; Court of Honour f e a t u r i n g  t h e  1921 s i l v e r  f ive-cent  
p iece  and f i f t y -cen t  p iece .  

October 29-31 TOW.  Royal York Hotel, Toronto. 

Oct. 31- Nov. 1 WINDSOR C O I N  CLUB Exh ib i t i on  

November 15 hURON COUNTY I'UMI Sf4 .TI C CLUB lYnnual Exhib i t ion .  Elm Haven Not e l ,  
Cl inton,  Ont . Featur ing  an  informal  "ea t  when you ' r e  hungryit 
d inner .  

A p r i l  30 - 
May 2 ONTt-310 NUMISI,GLTIC ;ISSOCLITION Third iinnual Convention i n  Londo~l, 

Ontar io.  Host c lub:  London Numismatic Society.  Idatch f o r  fu r the  _ 
d e t a i l s .  

I ippl icat ions publ ished i n  t h e  August i s s u e  of t h e  Ontar io Numis~ic?tist have i ~ c ~  
bsen accepted.  

CHANGE OF ADDRESS - 
7 David L. Smith, 70 Herbert  S t r e e t ,  Brantford,  Ont . 

CORRECTION --~-.--- 

411. W. 3. Xiddleton, 390 Sunnyside Avenue, Ottawa, Ont. 

OAKVILLE C O I N  CLUB August meeting was h igh l igh ted  by an " I l l u s t r a t e d  Coin Q u i z u ,  
P i c t u r e s  of  n ~ m ~ i s m a t i c  i tenls were f l a s h e d  on a screen  and t h e  audience had t o  i d e n t i f y  
them. Those g iv ing  c o r r e c t  ansue r s  were awarded p r i z e s  ... a sea l ed  envelope con- 
t a i n i n g  a minor f o r e i g n  co in .  F r e s i d e ~ t ,  Don F l i ck ,  be ing  on vaca t ion ,  t h e  meeting 
was cha i r ed  by Vice-president,  Claudia Felkcy. The club was p leased  t o  announce 
t h a t  t h e  las t  s e t  of t h e  c l u b ' s  1964 medals was s o l d  dur ing  t h e  iiugust meeting. !Jo 
o t h e r  medals w i l l  be  stl-uck, and t h e  d i e  w i l l  b e  defaced and placed i n  t h e  c l u b ' s  
h i s t o r i c a l  col- lect ion.  

3i;Y OF QUINTE NUMiSJ21TIC ,';SSOCI~'.TION s t a t e s  i n  i t s  o f f i c i a l  pub l i ca t ion ,  I1Colr 
Commentstt, t h a t  both o f  t h e  J u l y  meet ings were very  informal  w i th  co ins  being b o u ~ h t ,  
s o l d  and t r aded  among t h e  members and g u e s t s .  Cec i l  Paul i s  cont inuing  t h e  "Gradin: 
o f  Canadian Decimal Coinage1I, which when f i n i s h e d  w i l l  o f f e r  a complete coverage, 
a f i n e  hand-book f o r  t h e  c o l l e c t o r .  



Tilc HURON COUfiJTY i~Ul~IiSI~LITIC CLUB i s  f ea tu r ing  "be a dea le r  f o r  a dayf1 clu:-i~..:- 
~i-I;: zi:mzcr months. idembers a r e  311 inv i t ed  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h i s  a c t i v i t y ,  

n r, IOL~3NT0 CGIM CLUB has recen t ly  approved a new club c r e s t ,  designed by i~lrs.  
Haxl Kunro. club i s  busy .;iith preparat ions f o r  t h e  forthcoming F a l l  Rally.  .., 

1.;ed2l i s  being issued. f o r  t h i s  occasion which w i l l  comenorate t h e  centennia l  ye;: 
of Canada and fez tu re  t h e  new club c r e s t .  

LONDON 1KJKISM-':T:CC SOCIZTi'Y welcoaed 70 members and guests  t o  t h e  Ju ly  meeting. 
Pil-. !Ion 1lheelc.r 1.,2ls'..e5 rr.ir;r o f  t!;e f s c t s  i n  t h e  minting of coinage i n  England f o r  
t h e  past  139 years .  H i s  t a l k  ~~13s ttl;loder-n B r i t i s h  Coinzgeu and was Far t  6 of t h e  
s e r i e s  trCOII\?S OF T:HE BRITISH Z.iFIllE ,'LFD CO!G~.TOI\T!.IX,~LT~I:'. The Ilugust meeting w i l l  
continue along t h i s  smr :  +ht::n:e w!ien they .will f e a t u ~ e  IfTokens of Quebectt, an  
ONLJ,'t Auclio-Visual S e r v ~ c  e 523  i . :~rc:  .. 

WOODSTOCK COIM CLLE. fcatulqe3 ar; in?onr,al ,iugust meeting with t h e  members 
t r ad ing  and se l l i i ig  dupLic:~.:e m-7tnrial. Flans a r e  being lnarle f o r  a group t o  atte?:; 
t h e  ~~IGL Con-rention i n  C?.zve islnd, Ohlo . 

CI-iiJ.i?L,IN C O I M  CLUE now hold-, i t s  meetings on t h e  firs'; Thursday of t h e  inonti; 
I:iernkership has illcrease? and th2 club i s  planning bigger and b e t t e r  th ings  f o r  t h c  
:lCc'~r f u t u r e ,  

RJ70NIL 1iUI<IEl;i;TIC ..LSSOCIiiTION i s  ~ a k i n g  plans f o r  i t s  fol.~;-th bir.thd.zy cel~.:>-;~*~: -5.7, 

:;c!?tember, &od ~ " Y t e n d z ~ c e  i s  reported i n  t h i s  club 2nd t h e  Jul;ir meeting had a n  EL--  
1r.t a~ic-t.ion. I n  ti-1,s coi~mn., tfLou ' s Vie  is", -hu suggest.? tk.t c o l l e c t o r s  have  ti.^^: 
. . 7 7 
L , ,   tin$ ilri.tz:>~ts . . . o11e a se r ious  co l l ec t ion  and t h e  o the r  s l i g h t  o r  relzxed 
c o l l c c t i c n .  T h i s  ioi.:ld ssve abc~nlonment cf i;hs hobby whcn one g e t s  'to t h e  poir,L 

n 
9; L e 3 Y c , 3   IT..^ .~:.:;2;;-;;i~re C.-.tcs i n  t h e  se r ious  collect ic; l .  lhe l i g h t  c c l l e c t i o n ,  L..J.~-.!. 

:I; , l,5(;.,-..S , -r.T_C.S7. -, . - ~:"i:2s of tile world, e r r o r s ,  e t c . ,  wo~1.d keep a l i v e  t h e  ~:~;ilF~~t;ci:,i. . 
. r,- - .  ,-, .-;- 
.L .:':-, .:.. :&:1:; t j ? ~  cc11~~.k, ing jrabit,  

(-) .i;.-;l :HI(;, "J:;'[S!'< .'.< .'I>r;~,'i '.:I!::: ,'.p:ll.-.,?- ?31;ve11-tl.ol~ J:.,C&,~- f ~ , ~ t u r l n ~  t h e  c r e s t  of 
_I.- ----.----.-. _ ..._-.-_I_ .__I-_ -.----... .-_- .. . ...-- --__.. * --.-.-.----.. ---- 
t h e  OIJA oil t h c  o!,-,~.;:; 2, .7yfii -;,:.it.: ,::..::s.!: 2 A~::~,.: ~ ~ r : - : ~ l  C i i - -  ,g C9in Club on t h e   revers^; 

-, - .  . - 
For i f  I - .  c t 3; . 1 d . Z.2 K !- !.;aterloo, Cntario , But hurry ! bkdals 
z r e  going . . . qgoi-:g . . CXiliCCi . . . 

GOLDSN ,llJBILEE n ~ < ~ ~ . j .  tz rn:p.i..!.- -'i!-ir-. . .ric.!r .jjc-; 1-;. '. j.5:- jf i.'.: ~- i~ f , y  61" Sqrnia, Ontario. ?!i, - ..------_ --_ -.-- .,- _,... - ... 
obverse : Znsigns Ylr?:~crl.ril of t! : 2 C'i t,-T :LS .L!I..-: c e ~ - , ; ~ a l  . t i  ~ c . 3 ~  : The , ;morial  Rearing: 
were g ~ a n t e d  by %-ill? ;,01.2. L;~G;L !,li;ls -I"  i.17-r: ;\.C :;c3':.::.a;-t3 't.2 th*: Cc:-polvation of t h e  

, ., L; , -,. ..- -- Ci'iy of Snrnia on April 3, :.O)-;. . . - .. ,;bi..A c;iywn wi:i_c.l.l surrlounts t h e  sh ie ld  
5:-gnifies an incos.>c;r~t,ed (;it;-, 3.1;. s h i p ,  <:: t h e  ;.ppc-r l e f t  c:v.~rter  of t h e  sh ie ld  
x p r e s e n t s  thn ert~1;y lurr>~i=r .i.:--i:c s;A sl:ip;j-r:,3 iil j-ustry a;; we l l  a s  t h e  Ci ty ' s  

- 
mportance a s  2 ~ iyesen t  c:cz:/ p n ~ t ;  -L:lc :?roo:: ;=1.art i n  t h e  upileil r i g h t  c * - , l a t e r  i s  f:,-;i:~ 
-;he arms of -the Is;.and o f  Gue~.rz>y, v:i-iic!l was e;?.rlier known a s  Ssrnia ,  and from ~rv.'n~c': 
--,he c i t y  derived its nme;  tlzz w a v y  band across  -the lnidclle of t h e  sh ie ld  represent5 
t!?~ ~ i v e r ,  and t h e  engra i led  l i n e  t h e  na ie  S t .  Cla i r ;  'the arch 2t t h e  botton 
rcyrcscnts  t h e  S t .  C la i r  h i l ~ ~ a y  l'unnel. 

Design work of t h e  Reverse and bzckground of t h e  3bverse I iZT .2  executed. by S~2m.-2 
. " d l ~ v ~ z ~ : ~ t i :  Socrieiy Founding Charter liiwiiSer B. F. Bardwell, a r c : - ; b i ~ n t  of t h e  C;t:r 



Reverse: Depicts a s h i e l d  surmounted by an Imperial  Crown s ign i fy ing  par- 
t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  Commonwealth; t o p  s e c t i o n  of t h e  s h i e l d  r ep resen t s  a s h i p  plying 
t h e  St .  C l a i r  River s igni fy ing  S a r n i a ' s  l o c a t i o n  on t h e  St.  Lawrence Seaway; lower 
por t ions  of t h e  s h i e l d  show a f l a g  over a c l u s t e r  of t h r e e  Plaple leaves,  being t h e  
s h i e l d  of  t h e  Province of Ontario. The wording around t h e  circumference reads 
Sarnia  Numismatic Society - Founded 1960, while  wording on t h e  Obverse reads Golden 
Jub i l ee  - Sarnia Ontario - 1914-1964, and t h e  motto 'Sarnia Semperf a s  a p a r t  of 
t h e  ensigns means 'Sarnia Alwaysf. 

General i s s u e  of t h e  medals w i l l  be i n  l imi t ed  q u a n t i t i e s  i n  both n icke l - s i lve r  
and couperic-brass. The meta ls  used a r e  products  of  Ontario Mines. P r i ce  of  e i t h e r  
medal, pos t  paid, i s  $2.00 o r  $4.00 f o r  a matched p a i r  i n  an appropr i a t e  case,  They 
can be obtained by sending remit tance i n  ful l  with your order ,  s t a t i n g  type  of medal 
des i red ,  t o  Golden Jub i l ee  Medal, Box 13, Sarnia,  Ontario, Canada. 

TORONTO C O I N  CLUB CENTENNIAL medal - 1967. The Toronto Coin Club on t h e  occasion of 
i t s  Second F a l l  Rally, Oct. 17 ,  1964, has i ssued a medal t o  commemorate Canada's 
Centennial Year - 1967. The Obverse: shows t h e  r ecen t ly  approved club c r e s t ,  which 
was designed by IdIrs. Hazel Ivlunro, of Scarborough, Ontario, The c e n t r a l  f i g u r e  of 
t h e  c r e s t  i s  t h e  head of  Alexander t h e  Great, which f o m s  a p a r t  of t h i s  c r e s t  
because t h e  P res iden t ' s  badge, which was donated t o  t h e  club by i t s  f i rs t  Pres ident  
I&. G. M. Robil lard,  has  mounted thereon a tetradrachm of Alexander t h e  Great,  The 
Toronto Coin Club was e s t ab l i shed  i n  1936 and i s  one of  t h e  o l d e s t  co in  c lubs  i n  
Canada. The medal has been s t r u c k  i n  bronze and s i l v e r  by Wellings Manufacturing 
Company. S t e r l i n g  s i l v e r  medals a r e  numbered, and s t r i k i n g s  w i l l  be l i m i t e d  t o  
2000 bronze and 1000 s i l v e r ,  Specimens may be obtained by w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  Toronto 
Coin Club, 100 Bay S t r e e t ,  Toronto, Ontario, Cost: bronze - $3.00. S i l v e r  - $10.00, 

The "BIG NICKEL" Medal Commemorating t h e  Big Nickel monument and i t s  seven-acre 
Centennial Nunismatic Park. The Big Nickel i s  a 30  f o o t  diameter sta.inless s t e e l  

--- copy o f  Canada's 1951 n icke l ,  commemorating t h e  200th yea r  of t h e  i s o l a t i o n  of 
n i cke l .  The monument i s  on Hwy. 17, Sudbury. PIedals i n  n icke l  o r  copper a r e  
s e l l i n g  a t  $1.25 each, Order from: Nickel Monument Development Co., Box 122, 
Sudbury, Ontario. 

- 0 -  
I 

PEBBLE I N  THE POOL 

by David Ash 

Have you ever  thrown a pebble i n  t h e  pool, and watched t h e  r i p p l e s  i n  t h e  water  
e n c i r c l e  outward? 

Even i ~ u r ~ ~ i s m a t i c s  has a nuclsus,  and, l i k e  t h e  pebble i n  t h e  pool, i t s  pcri-  
pher ies  i n  numismatics a r e  gene ra l ly  overlooked by t h e  mul t i tudes .  There a r e ,  a s  we 
know, phases i n  numismatics beyond a l l  apprehension. We may never  know, o r  even 
begin t o  a s c e r t a i n  a l l  t h e  ques t ions .  l'hy was t h e  coin i ssued?  llihy was t h e  coin  
debased? --- Filly? Many of  t h e s e  ques t ions  sound absurd. But we must not  f o r g e t  t h e s e  
ques t ions  a r e  t h e  pe r iphe r i e s  of  numismatics, and they  a r e  t h e  same a s  t h e  r i p p l e s  
made by t h e  pebble i n  t h e  water.  

I f  we should answer a l l  t hese  ques t ions  i n  t h e  science of' numima.tics we may 
d iscover  new horizons and new endeavours. And ye t ,  we a l l  know, it i s  u t t e r l y  
impossible t o  discover a l l  t h e  answers of t h e  quest ionable f a c t s  through constant  
research .  Unfortunately we a r e  faced wi th  t h e  handiwork of copyists .  These p o p l e  



s t i l l  ex i s t  today much t h e  same a s  i n  t he  darkest  of t he  dark ages. They're t he  
kind of people who accept t he  concept of another 's  work without fu r ther  research 
themselves. 

Therefore, numismatics i s  a hobby, f u l l  of unanswered questions. And yet ,  we 
must be honest with ourselves and s2y a pebble i n  the  pool i s  a coin i n  t h e  pool, 
t e l l i n g  an individual  nothing u n t i l  c e r t a in  questions a r e  answered. 

Last, but  not l e a s t ,  i f  you have taken t h e  time t o  read t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  may I 
suggest you read it once more and ask yourself  a very important question. Who cast  
t h e  pebble i n  t he  pool when there  were pebbles already there?  

The Ontario Numismatic Association i s  g r a t e fu l  t o  t h e  following f o r  donating 
numismatic l i t e r a t u r e  t o  our l i b r a ry :  

&jor  Sheldon S. Carroll  -- "B i l l e t s  e t  1-bnnaies ayant cours l e g a l  au Grand-Douche 
De L ~ e r n b o u r g ~ ~  

"Silver Dollar Saga" by T. Leslie hkther 

American Nmismatic Association -- I1Club Representative Program Report l1 

"Suggestions For IvIaking Ihmismatic M i b i t s " .  
Both a r e  l e a f l e t s  by Herbert M. Bergen 

James E. Charlton -- "Canadian i\Jumismatic i.issociation Convention Sale Catalogue - 
1964". 

L ibra r ian l s  Note: Books may be borrowed from the  ONA l i b r a r y  f r e e  of charge, 
except t h a t  postage both ways must be paid by t h e  borrower. 
A l l  books may be borrowed on a -two-week bas i s .  They may be 
kept f o r  a f u r the r  period of two weeks providing no other  
requests have been received by t h e  l i b r a r i an .  

Equipment i n  operation a t  t he  Ottawa I"G.nt includes 20 coin presses. Two of 
these  a r e  designed and reserved f o r  Froof-like coin production. Six of t h e  remaining 
18 a r e  newly-purchased presses, bu i l d t  i n  Birmingham, England, capable of turning 
out  from 2 t o  4 coins per second. 
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Hybred coins have an obverse belonging t o  one s e r i e s  while the  reverse comes 
from another. 
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The Royal Canadian Mint i n  Ottawa i s  l i t e r a l l y  burst ing a t  t h e  seams while 
t ry ing  t o  keep up with t he  demand f o r  coins. Space has become so precious, they have 
put o f f i c e s  on t h e  s t a i r ca se  and equipment i n  the  washrooms and showers of t he  old 
mint building. 
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Three hundred employees work i n  s h i f t s  around t he  clock, s i x  days a week, t o  
keep pace with a production quota of 400,000,000 coins annually a t  t h e  mint. 


