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THX ILL-FATED GOLD COINiIGZ OF CANADA 

by R. ';I. I n ~ i n  

Aus t ra l i a ' s  bas ic  u n i t  of currency when it m.- 
braces t he  new decimal system i n  1966, w i l l  be known 
as the  "ROYALH. It w i l l  be made up of 100 cents ar,d 
w i l l  be worth 10 sh i l l i ngs ,  about $1.20, i n  t he  present 
currency. To Can3dia.n numismatists, t h i s  term is  very 
fami l ia r  and might, under d i f f e r en t  circumstances, have 
become the  basic  u n i t  f o r  Canada. During the.1852-53 
sess ion of t h e  Provincial  Parliament, t he  Br i t i sh  
Treasury Board proposed t h a t  a new gold coin, t o  be 
ca l led  a Royal, 5e  used ins tead of the  do l l a r  f o r  t he  
impending decimal currency. The s u b s i d i a y ~  coins were 
t o  be ca l led  sh i l l i ngs  and marks. The l e g i s l a t u r e  
turned the  suggestion down. 

The next attempt a t  making a gold coinage was 
almost a s  ~msuccessful .  Gold was discovered i n  Bri-iizr? 
Columbia i n  1857, and an Assay Office was opened in 
New Westminster i n  iiugust, 1860. Coins were scarce, 
and the  following year t h e  governor of t he  Crown Colony,, 
S i r  James Douglas, applied t o  the  Home Office f o r  per- 
mission t o  s t r i k e  these  a t  the  Assay Office. r ln  engraver 
and cameo cu t t e r  i n  San Francisco, Albrecht Iconer, cut 
t h e  d ies  f o r  a $10 and $20 coin a s  wel l  a s  engraving h i s  
own name i n  a prominent posi t ion on t h e  d ie .  The d ies  
were dated 1362, and 76 l b s .  were s t ruck i n  gold f o r  
d isplay a t  t h e  Internat ional  Exhibition of 1862. 
Femiss ion  w a s  not granted t o  mint coins, and s ince  these  
were i l l e g a l  they were t o  be destroyed. ?'he coins were 
a l s o  overvleight, a s  the  $20 piece contained $24 of gold, 
and t h e  $10 piece contained $3 of gold. Eleven of 
these  specimen o r  t r i a l  gold coins survived. There a r e  
seven $20 and four  $10. No coins were ac tua l l y  issued 
t o  t he  public.  

Following Co-nfederation, t h e  Uniform Currency i ~ c t  
(34 Vic., c .4) of 1871 made t h e  decimal system applic- 
a b l e  t o  a l l  Canada and adopted t he  pomd s t e r l i n g  a t  
$4.866667 a s  t h e  standard. The Act a l so  made current  
t h e  United S ta tes  .gold eagle a t  $10 ancl authori-zed the  
s t r i k i n g  of a Canadian $5 gold piece. PJhile t he  
Canadian meta l l i c  standard was now on a gold bas i s ,  gold 
was r a r e l y  seen and was ch i e f l y  used by persons going 
on t r i p s  abroad. 



Once again tlie gold fever  struck.  Gold was discoverecl i n  t he  Yukon i n  1897. 
This gold was exported t o  Sea t t l e  f o r  ref in ing,  and soon questions were ra ised a s  t o  
1:?11y no mint was ava i l ab le  i n  Canada t o  r e f i ne  t he  gold. It was a l s o  pointed out t h a t  
gold sovereigns enjoyed a small c i rcu la t ion  i n  Br i t i sh  Columbia. Based on the  de s i r e  
t o  mint gold sovereigns, a branch of the  Eoyal I',fi.int was es tabl ished i n  Ottawa. The 
standard Br i t i sh  gold sovereign was s t ruck l a t e  i n  1906, The sovereigns contain 
916.6667 pa r t s  f i n e  gold snd those struck a t  Ottawa can he recognized by the  s ~ ~ l l  "C"  
on the  obverse of the  coin. Tlie d i e s  were supplied b - -  t h e  Royal i k t .  l\Je~i d i e s  
a r r ived  i n  February 1911 f o r  t he  George TT obverse. 

Table ',,1 -- Gold Sovereigns Struck and Issued a t  Ottawn 

Year - !Jon Stiwck No. Issued 

No sovereigns were struck i n  B r i t a i n  a f t e r  1917 except f o r  a res t r i l t ing and some 
recent  new issu.es. These coins were held i n  t he  Canadian Cmld -%serve u n t i l  ea r ly  i n  
1931, when t he  Department of Finance sent  one hundred bags containing 1,000 sovereigns 
each o r  one rilillion coins, t o  be ca s t  i n t o  500 ounce bars .  F i f t een  per cent were new 
coins, and 256,316 ounces of standard pound s t e r l i n g  were cas t .  The bars  were a more 
convenient form f o r  storage and export.  

Section 3 of t he  C~~r r ency  Act (9-10 Fxlv~. 7TI, c.14) of 1910 defined t he  currency 
of Canada by a gold standard of s t a t ed  f ineness ,  not i n  terms of t h e  sovereign which 
then took on the  s ts . tus  of jus t  another golcl coin a t  a s t a t ed  ra t ing .  The i c t  
provided f o r  t he  s t r i k ing  of $20, $10, $5 ancl $ 2 i  golc! coins of a standard of 
516, 258,129 and 64.5 gra ins  respectively;  the  Canadian gold d o l l a r  contains 23.22 
g ra ins  of pure gold and i s  of 900 m i l l e s h a l  fineness. The United S ta tes  $20, $10 
and $5 gold coins contain the  sane weight of gold a s  the  Canadian and so a r e  a l so  
l e g a l  tender a s  wel l  a s  t he  sovereign. 

Iil 1911 d i e s  \{!ere pyeparec' by tlie l bya l  I4int f o r  t he  $5 and $10 denominat-ions, but  
no coins were s t ruck u n t i l  ihy, 1912. T!le coins a r e  very beau t i f u l  and wel l  stzwck. 

Table iI2 -- Canadian Gold Coins Struck and Issued a t  Ottawa 

Year - Denominations No. Struclc 1\10. Issued 

1912 1 0  74,759 70,680 
1913 10  14.9,23 2 141,897 
1914 10 140,068 135,411 
191 5 10 0 4 8 
1940 10  0 2 

364,059 348,038 



The issue s a t i s f i e d  t he  public cur ios i ty  but t he  fashion soon passed away and 
most of the  coins returned t o  t h e  gold reserves. 

By December 31, 1915, a t o t a l  of $L+,866,420.00 i n  Canadian gold coin had been issued 
by t h e  mint. L ' i t  t he  same time t h e  Central Gold Reserve held $3,436,095.00 of these  
coins 2nd it. was thought t h a t  the  chartered banks held the  bulk of the  balance. The 
gold reserve t ransferred $2,70&,865.00 of Canadian gold coin t o  the  Banlc of Canada on 
December 31, 1934 when it took over t he  holding of gold. The chartered banks a l so  
t rans fe r red  t h e i r  gold reserves a t  t he  same time but no b r e a k d ~ ~ ~ n  of d e t a i l  has been 
found . 

In  1927, new d ies  f o r  the  f i v e  and ten  do l l a r  gold piece was prepared by G. 
Kruger Gray of t h e  Royal iblint t o  agree with the  Coat of A r m s  of t h e  Xoyal Proclamation 
of  1921. Tnese d i e s  were dated 1928 and sent  t o  Canada, although there  w a s  no inten- 
t i o n  of i ssuing t h e  coins. I f  urgently needed, they would be here. 

Tne 0. N. A. i s  proud t o  acknowledge the  following donations t o  i t s  lending 
l ib ra ry :  

Donated by iUkjor Sheldon S. Carrol l  -- "Coin Collection" by Laurence Brown, and 
"Royal Greek P o r t r a i t  Coins" by Edward T. 

Kewell 

And from the  Internat ional  Numismatic Society of San Diego -- complete s e t  of 
1964 Intercoin  ( o f f i c i a l  monthly ~ u b l i c a t i o n )  , plus 
a few copies from 1963. 

iinyone having good numismatic mater ia l  t h a t  they would l i k e  t o  share with t h e  
members of the  0 .  M. A,, please send t he  mater ia l  t o  t he  l i b r a r i a n .  

CLUB YLWS 

I.RJRONIA ~XJI.IISIGLTIG -.--- liSSOCL'iTION had f o r t y  members ancl guests  t u rn  out  t o  the  DecanSer 
meeting. A l a rge  auction of 109 l o t s  clea,red t he  auction-block. The club i s  adding 
new i n t e r e s t  by eilcouraging mernbers t o  submit numismatic a r t i c l e s  f o r  publication i n  
t h e i r  monthly bu l le t in .  

I~OODSTOCIC C O I N  CLUB have e lected t he  following executive f o r  the  coming year: President- 
Howard I-Iurray; Vice president - Douglas l.icGi11; Secretary - V i ~ c e n t  Sidebotham; 
Treasurer - Robert Barney; Directors - Jack Grif f in ,  Wilson Fox, Albert Cole and George 
Bayne . 



I\JORFOLK C O I N  CLUS added i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  January meeting by presenting a llScrambled 
?lordsu game. The winner w i l l  receive t h e  Ookpik medal. Following i s  the  s l a t e  of 
o f f i c e r s  f o r  1965: Past President - 90b Comer; President - Don Payne; Vice president - 
Fred Crabb; Secretary - Els ie  Fick; Treasurer - Zdna Smith; Directors - Don Beeton, 
Steve Suprun, Bruce Greer, t l i l l y  I~iahrt, h lp lz  IdIcICnight and Ed Beemer. 

L O ~ ~ N  I\TITi.ZSI.L'LTIC SOCBTY had 65 members and guests a t  t he  January meeting. Feature 
ol' t he  programme was a t a l k  and display by Lloyd T. Smikh, e n t i t l e d  "Type o r  Series". 
The monthly bu l l e t i n  outl ined t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of the  club during 1964. This has been 
a very busy society, and the  educational programmes have been many and varied. 

TO3OhTO C O I N  CLUB presents t he  following executive f o r  1965: President - L'L. L. 1.Junroe; 
Vice president - Russell  I4artel; Secretary - D r .  Ik rv in  ihy; iissist. Secretary - IEss 
1.1. i.Jilson; Treasurer - Harvey F2rrow; Directors - D r .  J. S. Ililkinson, I4i.s~ Frances 
Doane and James Reid; Librarian - Paul Petch; Bul le t in  Despatcher - Roger Fox; Editor - 
Nrs. Hazel Pllunro; Medal Despatcher - Blake Graham; Hostesses - I k s .  Retta Frarnpton and 
1-irs. Barbara Toombs. T. C. C. i s  a l so  encouraging numismatic a r t i c l e s  f o r  publication 
i n  t he  monthly bu l le t in .  I*. G. N. Robillard, f i r s t  president t o  t he  T. C. C., was a 
v i s i t o r  a t  t he  December meeting. Ihny years ago Mr. Robillard donated a badge t o  be 
worn by t he  President a t  a l l  meetings. The new Club Crest i s  an adaptation of t h i s  
badge. 1k.  b b i l l a r d  pinned the  badge on the  l a p e l  of the  new President, Iair. lfunro, 
and was i n  tu rn  presented with a s i l v e r  and bronze club medal by out-going President, 
I&. John Curtis .  

INGERSOLL C O I N  CLUB li igl~lighted t he  Januanj meeting with a film, "The Story of Banking 
i n  CanaclaI1, by J .  D. Ferguson. To add i n t e r e s t  t o  the  programme, the re  were displays 
of' e a r l y  coinage, tokens, wampum and paper money from the  18th  century t o  the  present 
day. 

ICITCHEPER C O I N  CLUB had an attendance record-breaker a t  the  January meeting. t h r e  than 
75 turned out t o  see t h e  0 .  I\l. 11. Audio-visual, "Canadian Voyageur Dollar" by Claudia 
Pelkey. The numismatic donations p ro jec t  t o  the  Doon Pioneer Village i s  uncler way. 
This project  committee cons i s t s  of T J i l l i a m  English, Chairman, Bud Schel l  and Kenneth 
Coe. ikiyone, anywhere, may donate t o  t h i s  project .  Contact !,IT. Kemeth Coe, 
6 Springbanl; Crescent , Kitchener , Ontario. 

CHLii:PL'iIN C O I N  CLUB o f f i c i a l l y  e lected Dorothy Horne a s  Secretary-Treasurer f o r  t h e  
corning year. Howard Johnson presented a report  on Hobby Fa i r  which w i l l  t ake  place 
i n  IJarch. I;ir. Johnson v ~ i l l  give you any ass is tance o r  d i rec t ion  t h a t  i s  needed. 

OI~I{VIIJ;E C O I N  CLUB had a s  guest speaker i n  February, l'ir. Edward Denby of Toronto . . . 
a dealer  of antiques and guns, he has been ca l led  on by t he  Canadian Custo~ns f o r  h i s  
expert  advice. I;lr. Denby spoke on I1Medals and Badges" of which he has an outstanding 
co l lec t ion .  By popular demand, the  club w i l l  continue t o  operate during t he  summer 
months. 

H;LTfILTOM C O I N  CLUB, featured D r .  David Zrown a s  guest speaker a t  t h e  January neeting. 
fiis exmination of rogal  manipulations of t he  coinage i n  Elizabethan and S tuar t  England 
revealed many in te res t ing  and h~unorous d e t a i l s  of the  times. Several d isplays  
supplemented those brought by D r .  Brown. 

ST. THOfZiS NU1jIISK;TIC ASSOCII;TIGN celebrated the  Second birthday of the  club on 
A February 10. I'ienbers were inv i ted  t o  discuss plans f o r  t h e i r  Second i'flnual Coin Sho~d. 

New display cases were purchased and made avai lable  t o  club members a t  cost  price.  



GUELPH COIM CLUE presented the  0 .  N. ii. Audio-visual I1Coinage of Canadat1 a t  t h e  
February 10, 1965 meeting. This i s  the  f i r s t  of many productions t h a t  t he  club has 
p1a:nned f o r  the  next 'several meetings. 

~.~i.iTSFtLOO C O I N  SOCIETY featured an Audience Par t i c ipa t ion  prograrmme a t  t he  February 16 
meeting. Plans f o r  t h e  ~Znnual aanquet were f ina l i zed .  There w i l l  be a two-session 
auct ion handled by John Cloran. A new revised judging l i s t  of ca tegor ies  and point 
system w i l l  be used a t  the  banquet, ih rch  W, and 14., 1965. Ten categories f o r  
d isplays  a r e  s e t  up f o r  open competition. 

BAY OF QUINTE PJUliISl~LTIC ASSOCIATION presented Ross Irwin with a l i f e  membership and 
a plaque a t  t he  January 10  meeting. The 0. N. A. Audio-visual, "Canadian Voyageur 
D ~ l l a r ~ ~ ,  by Claudia Pelkey was a f e a tu r e  of the  January 21st  meeting. The February 
18 th  meeting featured an i l l u s t r a t e d  t a l k  on F i f t y  Cent Pieces, by Cecil  Paul. 

BBJiILrTFOF,D C O I N  CLUB featured t h e  movie, "Captive River" a t  t h e  January meeting. 
Personal Luctions, where any member may auction off th ree  of h i s  own numisnatic items, 
i s  becoming a regular  f e a tu r e  of B. C. C. 

IEMT C O I N  CLUB Elect ions  idere recen t ly  held, and t he  following were e lected t o  off ice :  
Fresident - Herb Smway; Vice pres ident  - George Jackson; Secretary - Lou !'!agenear; 
Treasurer - Ernie id. ,,nsell; ~ 'mct ion - Iiessrs. J. Simpson and Dave Cregg; ;~uctioneers - 
I~Iessrs. S. Berger and Herb Samliiay; Librarian - Kayne I~Iills. The club meets t he  t h i r d  
- - 
:':e&-esday of each month a t  St .  Johns Parish Hall, I l iel  Drive, Chatham, Ontario a t  
rS:OO p.. m. 

COITNG ZVENTS 

Your c lub ' s  soc i a l  events a r e  of i n t e r e s t .  Please send us  f u l l  pa r t i cu l a r s  
rzgarding your banquets, shows, exhibi t ions  o r  what-have-you. 

March 13, 14 !i;LTEEU;OO C O I N  SOCIETY 6th  Annual Banquet, iialper Hotel, ICitchener, 
Ontario. General Chairman: B i l l  English, P. 0. Box 4, 1,Iaterloo - - 
Bourse Chairman: Ph i l i p  i.iueller, 23 9 Lancaster St .  :. . , Kitchener . 

?%arch 20 RICfa;iOLD HILL C O I N  CLUB 1st z'nnual Coin Show, 1 Yonge St . ,  Richmond 
H i l l ,  Ontario. Time: 10:OO a .  m. t o  6:OO p. n. 

April  3 :400DSTOCK C O I N  CLUB 6th  i m u a l  Banquet and Show, Central School 
;LuditoriumJ Graham S t .  , I!oodstocl.;, Ontario. Guest speaker, Ik. J. E. 
Charlton. General Chairman: i.;ilson Fox, 651 Brant S t . ,  I~oodstock. 

i p r i l  30, Ibky 1 and 2 OEJT,'JIIO ?XJI.IISIi..TIC LSSOCII',TION 3rd Annual Convention, London, 
Ontario. Host club : London Numismatic Society. General 
Chairman: l i i l l i a n  Clarke, 167 Delaware S t . ,  hnclon, Ontario. 
Bourse Chairman: Percy Zlgie, Thamesford, Ontario. 

ihy 16 STlLTFOiiD C O I N  CLUB i m u a l  Coin Show and Banquet. Complete d e t a i l s  
w i l l  be published i n  the  next i ssue  of t h e  Ontario i h i s m a t i s t .  

iiugust 12, l-3 , 14 C..JI~LII;LN TJUI,IISI.L;TIC i,SSO CLITION 12th  Annual Convention. I kn t  3o;yal 
Hotel, l b n t r e a l ,  ::luebec. Host club: Ebntreal  Coin Club. General 
Chairman: Louis Goldsmith, 5251 Sherbrooke St .  W., J~lontreal,  Que. 

South .I;frica1s new n icke l  coins a r e  t o  be made from Canadian blanks. The Republic 
ordered l l 0  mi l l ion pure nickel  coin blanks from S h e r r i t t  Gordon jJknes Lid. f o r  the  
;;reduction of t h e i r  new 5, 10  and 50 cent South African coins. 



I;IINT TO FILL ORDERS 

Finance 1;iinister Gordon has s t a t ed  t h a t  ca tegor ical ly  a l l  demand f o r  t he  1965 
s e t s  w i l l  be met, thus knocking t he  props from under t he  speculators f o r  uncirculated 
s e t s  of 1965 Canadian coins. Now a l l  orders w i l l  be accepted, once the  piint gives t h e  
new re lease  dcte,  even i f  the  mint has t o  work i n t o  1966 t o  f i l l  them. They w i l l  
s t i l l  remain f i v e  s e t s  t o  a customer. Eight new presses a r e  expected t o  be i n  operation 
during t he  s m e r .  So, i f  your request  was rel;urned, watch f o r  t he  new opening date. 

iipplications published i n  t h e  February i s sue  of t he  Ontario Nunismatist were 
accepted. The following appl ica t ions  were received. If no wr i t t en  objections a r e  
received, t h s i r  acceptance w i l l  be acknowledged i n  the  April  i s sue  of the  Ontario 
Numismati s t  . 

Lloyd Hottot, 757 Paling Road, Surlington, Ont. 

J. A. Newport, 2250 Brookfield dve., Riagara Fa l l s ,  Ont. 

John Gillen, 73 Ninth Ave., &antford, Ont. 

F'eter Fincllay, 41 Fisher St .  , King City, Ont . 
Hiss Suzza.ne Long, I31 Roywood D r . ,  Don !:tills, Ont . 
Fd13:ard Prang, Frederich St.,  Zurich, Ont. 

Willy l ,hhrt,  c/o Delhi Coin Exchange, 104 King St . ,  Delhi, Ont. 
. . 
rI. * I .  &Lean, R. R. $7, Parlchill, Ont. 

?': 'illism G. ,ickroyd, 236: I 'Jdercrest  Rd., Toronto 14, Ont. 

Harold L, Dsniels, 2611 Culp S t . ,  Niagara Pa l l s ,  Ont. 

Gerald B. Parker, Village of Philadelphia, Ne~a York, U. S. A. 

C45 Ijli;LL,:,LD CCIN CLUE, c/o Sandra Levinski, 256 Lincoln St .  E. , !';elland, Ont . 
C46 G-.LIJi~NOQUE C O I N  CLUB, c/o Lorne T. Pinch, Elgin, Ont . 
C47L.i ELSTIyOOD COiLLEGIiLTE INSTITUTZ NUi41Si.LLTIC CLUB, c/o Henry :I. Janzen, 760 East Y~ve. , 

Kitchener, Ont. 

C48 IJIiLG;&r P,'LLLS C O I N  CLUB, c/o Harold L. Daniels, 2611 Culp St . ,  Iiiagara Fal ls ,  Ont. 

CHANGES OF' ~DDl?.ESS 

3. Edward ICnight, 245 Queen St .  W . ,  Toronto 2B, Ont. 

221. Cecil S. Pzul, 3 h s a y  S t . ,  Trenton, Ont.  

441. 1:. E. Underwood, 130 Tiago Ave., Toronto 16, (lnt . 
C2 H-2dILTON C O I N  CLUS, c/o Lloyd Hottot,  757 Paling Rd., Burlington, Ont. 

C6 O~LICVILL. C O I I i  CLUB, c/o ifrs. I rene  Turner, 211 Gloucester i'ive., O a h i U e ,  Ont 

C8 NO'RFOLIS COINCLUB, Box398, Simcoe, Ont. 

C29 TI-USOI.BURG bXJMISl.I.TIC SOCIETY, c/o W. 13. Trolfe, R. R. i43, Tillsonburg, Ont. 

C34 IBNT C O I N  CLUB, c/o Lou ':'!agenear, 27 Peter  St. ,  Chatham, Ont . 



LOOK ! LISTEN! DON'T STOP BUT COPE3 TO . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . 
THIFlD AI\TFNI?L CONVl3TflION, TREASUPJ3 ISLAbJD, LONDON, ONTARIO, April 30 t o  ?by  2, 1965. 

Ret i r ing founding president R. R. Rekofski extends a warm inv i t a t i on  t o  a l l  
co l lec to rs  t o  a t tend a numismatic highl ight  of 1965. The t h i r d  annual convention i s  
packed with every aspect  of t he  hobby tha t  w i l l  appeal t o  every type of col lector .  
This covers the  novice a s  wel l  a s  t h e  advz.nced col lectors .  For those  who do not 
par t i c ipa te  i n  the  hobby, the  displays and coloured s l i d e  t a lk s ,  w i l l  more than cover 
t h e  nominal admission charge of f i f t y  cents . . . th ree  do l l a r s  and a half  covers 
everything. 

The guest speaker, %. Orlo Ivkller w i l l  de l iver  an address a f t e r  t he  Saturday 
evening banquet. I*. Miller ,  a noted London h i s to r ian ,  ail author and t e l ev i s ion  wri ter ,  
w i l l  t a l k  on t he  ea r ly  coin and paper money used f o r  commercial t ransact ions  i n  south- 
western Ontario. 

Percy R g i e ,  Thamesford, Ontario informs me t h a t  t h e  bourse t a b l e s  a r e  going f a s t .  
Any dea le rs  in te res ted  i n  a t a b l e  should contact Fercy a s  soon a s  possible. 

The mail  and f l o o r  auction under t he  hand of Louie Biro, Box 1236, Paris ,  Ont., 
promises t o  be outstanding. The mate r ia l  w i l l  cover a l l  phases of t h e  co l lec t ing  f i e l d .  
A few l o t s  of par t i cu la r  note w i l l  be: a 1921 B. U. 5 cent s i l ve r ;  a 1964 Proof do l la r ;  
an 1862 ea r ly  repl ica  of a B r i t i sh  Columbia $20.00 piece gilded; an 1858 Proof Canadian 
Large cect; plus varied foreign proof se t s .  

The host  club, t he  London Nunismatic Society, guided by 1h .  lx?. Clarke, 167 Delaware 
S t r ee t ,  London, Ontario, who i s  a l s o  General Convention Chairman repor t s  t h a t  the 
Commemorative Medal w i l l  depic t  t he  I.liddlesex County Court House. This h i s t o r i c  o ld  
court  house, erected i n  1830, vras modelled a f t e r  i'sialahide Castle near fixblin, Ireland, 
ances t ra l  home of Colonel Thomas Talbot. The medals struck i n  gold, gold f i l l e d ,  
s t e r l i n g  s i l v e r  and bronze w i l l  be avai lable  i n  April.  

Desj-rable t rophies  w i l l  be awarded, and a l l  who v i s i t  t h e  show a r e  inv i ted  t o  
part icipa. te.  Category and judging ru les  may be obtained from t h e  display chairman, 
M r .  S. Smith, 92 Elworthy Avenue, London. 

London i s  located i n  t he  centre  of southwestern Ontario. Treasure Island i s  a t  
t h e  London e x i t  from the  Highway 401 equidistant  between Toronto and Detroit .  This 
makes it easy t o  reach i n  Ontario, a s  well  as the  bordering U. S. s t a t e s .  

This i s  a show tha t  i s  a must f o r  a l l  col lectors .  Please contact the  General 
Chairman f o r  reservations o r  o ther  par t i cu la r s .  

By 8i l l  English, 
h b l i c i t y  Chairman. 

- 0 -  

Princes1 Gate, famed entrance t o  the  Canadian I'iational Exhibition grounds, Toronto, 
was named i n  honour of  the  Prince of ?!ziles and h i s  brother t he  W e  of kjinclsor. 

The ONTARIO hXJICCS1,LkTIST i s  published monthly by t h e  Ontario Numismatic :Tssociation. 
The publication may be obtained with memberships of one of the  following categories:  
Adult -- $2 yearly; Junior -- $1 year ly  (up t o  18  years of age); Husband and wife (one 
copy) -- $3 yearly; club -- $10 yearly.  

Remittances (?lus bank exchange i f  paid by cheque) payable t o  t he  Ontario Numismatic 
Association, P. 0. Box 33, IJaterloo, Ontario. 



The following members have been nominated i n  proper form, t h e  nominees have 
accepted t he  nominations, and t he  noninations have been approved by t he  0. N. A. 
Executive : 

?resident  -- Lloyd T. &i th ,  London 

F i r s t  Vice president  -- I,iilliam Znglish, IrJaterloo 

Second Vice president  -- Frank Ut t l ey  Kitchener 

Secretary -- I.&-s. Zuth Nueller, Kitchener 

Treasurer -- Bruce H. Paszmann, Ifaterloo 

February 15,  1965 iilex 1.1, Sweeton 
Nominations Chairman 

iill previous nominations f o r  Directors have been accepted and nominations f o r  the 
nine  areas  a s  out l ined below w i l l  now be accepted with a c los ing da t e  of  , Ipri l  30, 1965. 
Elect ion by mail  w i l l  follow within  60 days a f t e r  closing.  Please send your nominations 
t o  i.,ir. Alex 121. Stleeton, 172 Regent S t ree t ,  London, Ontario. 

firea 1 - Includes counties of:  Essex, Kent, Elgin, 14iddlesex and Lar~~bton. 

Area 2 - Includ-es counties of: Norfolk, Iialdimand, !:]elland, Lincoln, IlJentworth and 
Brant . 

Brea 3 - Includes counties of: Oxford, !raterloo, Perth and Huron. 

;dqea 4 - Includes counties of: llellington, Halton and peel.  

Area 5 - Includes counties of :  3nuce, Grey, h f f e r i n ,  Simcoe, ancl d i s t r i c t s  of Ituskoka 
and Parry Sound. 

Area 6 - Includes counties of: York and Ontario. 

Brea 7 - Includes counties of: Durham, Northunzberland, Prince Edward, Victoria, 
Peterboroug!l, Hasting s, Lennox and Addington and the  
D i s t r i c t  of FIaliburton. 

iirca 8 - Includes counties of:  Prontenac, Leeds, Grenville, Dundas, Stormont, 
Glengarry, Prescott  , 13ussel1, Carleton, Lanark and 
Renf rew . 

Area 9 - Includes a l l  D i s t r i c t s  and Counties of Northern Ontario and a l so  14anitoulin 
Island. 

- 0 -  

11.k. Lloyd T. Smith, London, Oiltal-io, has been appointed Chairman of t h e  Award 
Committee with power t o  appoint two add i t iona l  committee members. 

Orders f o r  Canadian Proof-like coins ended abruptly January 2nd, 1965. A reported 
2,COO,OCO s e t s  :fi!ere ordered i n  t h a t  f i r s t  g igant ic  l ands l ide  of requests. 

I n  1933 only six English pennies tiere struck.  Three a r e  under foundation stones, 
-- others  i n  the  Royal &tint museum. Anyone of these  six pennies in  pr iva te  hands 
would be worth $3,000. - 0 -  

Canadian COIJT T!XEK w i l l  be April  24 t o  Nay 1, 1965, and w i l l  coincide with Coin Meek i n  
t h e  United Sta tes .  



DISPLAY C~LTEGORIES FOR THIRD ~LNW~IL 0. N. A. CONVENTION 

April  30 - Mag 2, 1965 - London, Ontario 

CANADIAN - Includes a l l  Canadian Coins and Provincial  Regal. 

TOICENS - Includes a l l  Tokens such a s  Canadian, U. S. il., and Store, Communion, 
Tradesmen Tokens, e t  c . 

U. S. A. - Includes a l l  coins of U. S. 21. and possessions. 

CLASSICAL - Includes Ancient and Liediaeval (p r io r  t o  1500) 

BRITISH EI4FIPlE & COI3.IONEiLTH - Excluding Canadian coins as c l a s s i f i ed  i n  A. 
category. Canadian coins may be a par t  of a display 
i n  t h i s  category. 

i!OElLD COINS - Includes a l l  coins NOT otherwise c lass i f i ed .  

?!ORLD CURmNCY - ill1 paper money 

lGSCELL>Si3OUS - Includes I~Iedals , Badges, I h i m a t i c  Items and Novelty Displays 
t h a t  DO NOT c l a s s i fy  i n  any of the  other  c l a s s i f i c a t i ons . .  

JVNIOR - Includes any numismatic display by a recognized Junior co l lec to r .  

GXifilD illdILK.D - This award i s  presented t o  t he  person whose display i s  judged I1Best i n  
t he  Znt i re  Showrt and w i l l  be i n  addi t ion t o  any o ther  award f o r  bes t  i n  
one of t he  above categories.  

Exhibitors wishing t o  display and/or reserve display cases should wri te  t o  
IIr. Sam Smith, Display Chaiman, 92 Elworthy Avenue, London, Ontario. 

- 0 -  

HISTORY OF CAhT2'lDIdN DECIILL COIRAGE (conclusion) 

by Cecil  Paul 

I n  1953, another monarch's fea tu res  graced our coinage, t h a t  of !heen E;lizabeth 11. 
Queen miza'oeth I1 w a s  born Elizabeth Alexandra Mary Windsor on ~ : p r i l  21, 1926, i n  
London, England. She was married on November 20, 1947, t o  Lt. Ph i l ip  I4ountbatten; 
formerly Prince Ph i l i p  of Greece. Elizabeth became Clueen upon the  death of her  f a the r  
King George V I .  

Ih ry  Gi l l ick  executed t he  f i gu re  of t he  Queen on t h e  obverse of our coinage. 
Remarkable i s  t he  f a c t  t h a t  &hrg  Gi l l ick  was 72 years old  a t  t he  time she designed 
these  coins. 

On a l l  coins of t h e  Canadian decimal- s e r i e s  of 1953, the re  a r e  two types. The 
f i r s t  i ssue showed the  Queen with no shoulder s t r a p  on her  gown. This was due t o  the  
f a c t  t h a t  t he  design was v ~ ~ k  i n  t h a t  area  and the  s t r a p  did not show. Later on i n  
t h e  year, t h e  d i e s  were retouched a t  the  !.lint and the  l a t e r  i s sues  of t h a t  year show a 
shoulder s t ~ a p  on t he  gown. 

The 25 cent and 50 cent pieces of t h a t  year a l so  had another var ie ty;  and t h i s  was 
i n  t he  date. There i s  a l a rge  and a small da te  var ie ty  i n  both these  coins.. This i s  
l i k e l y  due t o  two d i f f e r en t  engravers put t ing the  date '  on these  coins. 

iwnprior i s  a small town i n  t he  Province of Ontario, not f a r  from Ottawa. I ts  
pr inc ip le  business centres  around Playtei; Limited, a corporation which manufactures 

I 



g i rd l e s ,  brass ieres ,  gloves and baby's wear. In 1955, t he  president of Playtex 
decided t o  pay h i s  employees a Christmas bonus in s i l v e r  do l la r s .  He found himself i n  
t roub le  when he discovered he was2l00 do l l a r s  shor t  of t h e  number he required. He 
inquired d t h e  Mint a s  t o  whether t h e  needed coins could be minted, and he w a s  informed 
t h a t  t he  had no au thor i ty  t o  do such a thing. Next he approached t h e  Minister of 
Finance, and he was agreeable t o  t he  proposal and gave t h e  necessary authori ty.  

Thus on December 10, 1955, t h e  Mint f i l l e d  a spec ia l  order f o r  Playtex by minting 
2000 s i l v e r  dol lars .  This spec ia l  i s sue  of t he  1955 s i l v e r  d o l l a r  had only l& water 
l i n e s  on the  r i gh t  of t h e  canoe, instead of t h e  u s u a l 3  l i ne s .  

This i s sue  and a l l  other  i s sues  showing t h i s  var ien t  a r e  re fe r red  t o  a s  t he  
lls '~rnprior Dollarsf1. This var ie ty  was ceused by t h e  d i e s  plugging i n  t h a t  a rea  of t h e  
coin and has occured i n  several  years o ther  than 1955, and although these  o thers  a r e  
no t  r e a l l y  L'cnprior do l la r s ,  they a r e  referred t o  as such. 

In  1958 t h e  fourth comrnmorative s i l v e r  d o l l a r  was struck.  This one was t o  
commemorate t h e  100th anniversary of the  Province of B r i t i sh  Columbia. The reverse 
design was done by Stephen Trenka, t he  designer of t h e  1951 commemorative nickel  
reverse.  It i s  very i n t e r e s t i ng  t o  note t h a t  M r .  Trenka chose t he  "Death Tot&" f o r  
h i s  design. A s  a r e su l t ,  it i s  claimed t h a t  Indians of t he  Northwest region of Canada 
w i l l  have nothing t o  do with any of t he  "Death Dollars" t h a t  - a r e  i n  c i rcula t ion.  

In 1959, the  reverse design of t he  50 cent piece was changed t o  conform with t h e  
Coat of &s of Canada -- t h e  p r inc ip le  change being t he  St. Edward's Crown ins tead 
of t he  former Tudor Crown. A spade type shield replaced the  s c r o l l  type. This design 
was done by I*. Thomas Shingles, t h e  designer of tke  1943 Torch nickel  and t he  1949 
s i l v e r  do l l a r  reverse. 

The l a s t  year of t h e  12-sided n icke l  minted in Canada was 1962. I n  t h i s  year, t he  
Mint s ta ted  it would go back t o  t h e  round nickel  s imilar  t o  the  i s sue  of 1937. 
There was no change i n  design. This change in shape was l a rge ly  due t o  t he  f a c t  t h a t  
vending machine manufacturers had complained t h a t  t h e  l a rge  12-sided nickels  had more 
of  a tendency t o  jam i n  t h e i r  machines. The Master of t h e  Mint sa id  t h a t  t he r e  would 
be no grea t  change necessary i n  t h e  equipment t o  convert back t o  t h e  round nickel .  
He a l so  s t a t ed  t h a t  t h e  round n icke l  would be much more economical t o  produce. 

Dinko Vodanovic, a Yugoslav-born a r ch i t ec t  employed by t he  Canadian National 
Ra.ilways i n  l~Iontrea1, won t h e  $1,000 pr ize  i n  a competition t o  s e l e c t  a design f o r  t he  
reverse of t he  1964 commemorative s i l v e r  dol lar .  

This coin commemorates t h e  loot11 a1miversai.y of the  Charlottetown-Quebec confer- 
ences which paved t h e  way f o r  Confederation i n  1867. 

1~i.r. Vodanovicls design, shows t h e  French fleur-de-lis,  t he  I r i s h  shamrock, t h e  
Sco t t i sh  t h i s t l e  and t he  Snglish rose  conjoined within a c i r c l e .  

The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  f leur-de-l is  i s  on t he  t op  and the  t h i s t l e  i s  on t h e  bottom has 
no s ignif icance a s  I*. Vodanovic s t a t ed  t h a t  t h e  sequence of the  four  symbols ?vans 
d i c t a t ed  exclusively by ae s the t i c  reasons. 

Symbolically, the  design conveys t h e  idea  of t h e  combined e f fo r t s  of the  four 
groups who, a t  t he  conference, s e t  t he  basis  f o r  Confederation of B r i t i sh  North America. 

The winning design was chosen fron; among 169 en t r ies ,  among these, t h r ee  were 
submitted by 1%. Vodanovic . TKE END. 


