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$,%en a nmiismatist r e q ~ ~ i r e s  spec i f i c  dates  f o r  
events i n  h is tory ,  he i s  o f ten  unable t o  agree on a date  
previous t o  modern times because of l ack  of uniformity 
i n  calendars. 

The C-reg0ria.n calendar now i n  use i n  Canada was 
imposed by the governneilt of Great Br i t a in  on a l l  i t s  
possessions, including the  North ib-erica colonies, i n  
1752. The Z r i t i sh  decreed t h a t  t h e  day follotring 
September 2, 1752, shoulc! be ca l l ed  Septernbey 14, a 
l o s s  of 11 days. 3-1 clates preceding were narlted 0. S. 
f o r  Old Style.  

Idhen Pope Gregory- XI11 decreed t h a t  t he  day 
following October 4, 1582, should be ca l l ed  October 15, 
an adjustment of 10  days, a l l  nat ions d id  not  immediately 
follow s u i t .  Thus d i f f e r en t  nations had diTferen* 
dates  f o r  spec i f i c  events such a s  b a t t l e s ,  even i f  t h e i r  
armies took par t  i n  them on the  same day. 

I k i l e  p a r t s  of Gerrflsny, S~~~ i t ze l - l and  and t h e  
Iletherlands adopted t he  calendar a t  once, the  other  
regions waited u n t i l  1700-1701 : France accepted it a t  
once; Poland i n  1536; i - h n g a ~ ~  i n  15e7. Great Br i t a in  
adopted it i n  1752, Sweden i n  1753, Japan i n  1673; t he  
Chinese i n  1912; t h e  Turkish Parliament i~ 1317; 
Societ  Russia i n  1918; 3~mania  i n  1919. Final ly ;  i n  
Thy, 1923, p re la tes  of t he  Greek Orthoclox Church, 
meeting i n  Constailtinople , decided t o  accept  t h e  
Gregorian Calendar, and it was adopted by Greece and 
Greek Orthodox c o m ~ ~ n i t i e s  througl~out t he  world. 

The only serious inLerl'erence with the  Gregorian 
Calenclar i n  any c o u n t ~ y  of Europe occured i n  September, 
1793, when t he  Convention of .the French ZevoPdtionar,. 
Governrent clecreed t h a t  t h e  co-mon e ra  should be abolished 
i n  a l l  c i v i l  a f f a i r s ,  and t h e t  the  new French e ra  should 
begin on September 22, 1742, t h e  day of t he  t r u e  
Autumnal Equinox, and t h a t  each succeeding year should 
begin a t  tlne midnight of the  day on which -Ll?e t r u e  
Autumnal Equinox f a l l s .  The French Revolutionary year 
was divided i n t o  12 months of 30 days each. I n  



ordinary years the re  were f i v e  ex t ra  days, from the  17th  t o  t h e  21st  of September, 
and a t  t h e  end of every four th  year  was a s5xth complementar3. day. This new French 
Era reckoning hegan November 22, 1793, and continued u n t i l  December 31, 1305, vlhen it 
was abandoned .by order  of Napoleon, .and t he  Gregorian Calendar was re ins ta ted  i n  

. .- France. 
. . 

Somewhat confusing .-wag ' t h e  method nf .observing khe . legal  f i r s t  day. of the.. new 
year. Scotland made January 1 t h e  f i r s t  day of the  year i n  1600, but England'recog- . .  -. 

. . . 

nized March 25 as.. JTew. -Year s Day u n t i l  1752, when it aciopted January L-- 

The word January has come clo~gr-i f ron  t h e  name of an Etruscan blacksmith who l i ved  . 

i n  R.ome and made a spec ia l ty  of locks  and b o l t s  f o r  doors. then  he died, he was 
de i f i ed  a s  a pagan god, and was represented a s  having two faces,  so t h a t  he could 
look both ways at  the  same time, and was associated with' t h e  opening and c l o s h g  of 
doors. So the  month t h a t  stood a t  the  close of one year and t h e  opening of another 
was cal led Uanuary o r  t he  month of Janus. So when we t a l k  of January, a keeper .of 
doors, we a r e  honouring the  name of a blacksmith who,Jived a thousand yzars  before i h e  
Bir th  of Christ,  and who had a wife by t h e  name of Jane. 

The montl: of February comes from the Latin word Feb-mo', t o  purify. ' It .irias - 
customary f o r  the  Romans st t h i s  t i n e  of the  year t o  celebrate  ce r t a in  re l ig ious  
f e s t i v a l s  and perform a l . l . s o r t s  of ce~emonies .for t h e  purpose of,pw.ifying themselves 
from s in .  

&rch was named f o r  f~Iars, Roman god of  'war, and i n  t he  t b e  of Romulus it was the  
f i rs t . inonth i n  the  year. In t h i s  day there  w-ere only telz months i n  t'he calendar. 
These were of uieven lengths,  some having l e s s  than twenty days and some containing a s  
inany a s  th i r ty-f ive  days. then b a  bicame Icing, which' was about 700 gears  before 
Christ ,  lie decided t h a t  the re  should be 12  months-and added two - January and 

. February - and placed them a t  the  b e g i m k g  of t h e  .calender; and i n  t h a t  way b r c h  
bec~ane the  t h i r d  month. h o n g  tha  o ld  .huon-; t h i s  month was known a s  Lenct, meaning. 
spring, 2nd t h i s  i s  t h e  o r ig in  of our word .ItLent.l1 

The -r:~ord :tq,- is said  t o  '-6e named f 6 r  the  Roman Geddesa 1'Iaia-. It i s  al'so s2i-d t'o . 
be deri-vecl from a Latin. word meaning '!to grow. I t  

- .. 
, . . - , . .  . - June yas nmed for tkie h d d e s s  .June.. 

The seventh month, July, w a s  f o r  a long time known b~7 i t s  o ld  name .of Qukntilis, 
f ron  t h e  Latin meaning f i ve ,  a s  it was t h e  f i f t h  month i n  She ancient  calendar of 
Romulus; but i t s  name was changed t o  July i n  honour of .Julius Gaesar; so t h e  Emperor 
Augustus, not t o  be outdone, c ailed t h e  next month Aukust. But the  eighth month had ... . . 

. only t h i r t y  days at t h a t  tiine, and Augustus did not pro-pose t o  have t h e  nionth nmed 
a f t e r  him any shor ter  than a month named a f t e r  Jul ius ;  so he took one day away froni 
Februaq- and added . i t . t o  August., and t h e  marks-of t h i s  vainglorious t h e f t  a r e  evident 
on .the calendar of today. Prinr t o  &peror.,!ugustus, t he  month of iiuiugust re ta ined i t s  
o ld  name of Sex t i l i s  ($he s i x th  month). 

Tha QflJTARIO !U~ES~.ZiTIST i s  published monthly by t he  Ontario A ~ i s m a t i c  iissociation. 
The publication may be obtained with memberships of one of t he  follol.!ing categories:  

, Adult -- $2 yearly;  Junior - $1 y e a r l y  (up t o  18 years of age) ; Husband an& '.!iTif.e (one 
copy) -- $3 yearly; Club -- $10 yearly.  

Remittances (plus bank exchange i f  paid by cheque) .payable . to t h e  Ontario I M s -  
, , inatic iissociat.ion, P. 0. Box 33, [;laterloo,. Ontario.. 

Authorized a s  second c l a s s  mail by , the  Post 0ffic.e Department, Ottawa, and f o r  . . . 

payment of.postage i n  cash. , 



September i s  from the  Latin septem, seven; t h i s  being t he  7th month according t o  
t h e  old  calendar; and, although it i s  now the  ninth month, and has been so f o r  2,600 
years ,  we s t i l l  c e l l  it September. 

'The words October, November, and December a l so  retail1 t h e  names by which they 
were lmown when there  were but  t e n  months i n  the  year, being derived from t h e  Latin 
words Octo, J!ovem, and Decem---eight, nine, and ten .  

the  days of t h e  week a r e  named i n  honour of gods of ancient  mythology. 

Sunday was t he  nun's  day, o r  the  day dedicated t o  the  sun. Ibnday was sacred t o  
t h e  moon. Tuesday was Tyrls  day. Tyr was the  Norse god of w a r .  Wednesday was 
sacred t o  Koden, t h e  chief d e i t y  of l\Jorse mythology. Thursday w a s  t he  day dedicated 
t o  Thor, the  Norse god of t l~under.  Friday was sacred t o  F7eya, t h e  Scandinavian 
goddess of marriage. The f i s h  was her sacred emblem and was always eaten on t h a t  
day i n  honour of her, a custom which survives t o  t h i s  time. Saturday was Saturn's  
day. 

Thenever a nlmismatist a scer ta ins  the  meaning of a word, it i s  wise t o  f ind i t s  
de>:ivation. Do not imagine f o r  a moment t ha t  the  words w e  speak each day a r e ' on ly  
du l l ,  l i s t l e s s  sounds. Their h is tory ,  t h e i r  o r ig in  a r e  a l i v e  with romance. Truly, 
t h e  his tory  of words a r e  fascinat ing i n  t h e  romance of time. 

The following appl icat ions  have been received. I f  no wr i t t en  objectiovls a r e  
received, t h e i r  acceptance w i l l  he acl;no~h!ledged i n  t n e  Fcbruav  i s sue  of the  Ontario 
? > T L L ~ ~  m a  t i s t . 
517 Gordon E. Pzneroy, 264 Kennedy Pl . ,  biindsor, Ont. 

518 i.k-5. Gordon E. Pomerog, 264 Ke~xrledg F l . ,  T'jindsor, Ont . 
519 Jack 1lra.t son, 305 Lock St.  bl . , Dunnville , Ont . 
520 Phi l  S. F r a t t  , 964 Ellwood Ave . , Sarnia, Ont . 
521 I ~ s .  E. Victor Snell ,  6 Rosemount Ave., S t .  Catharines, Ont. 

C51 C?JTiIP,IO HYDRO C O I N  CLTJS, c/o J. %itson,  Room 1104, Ontario Hydro, 620 University 
Avenue, Toronto 2, Ontario. 

C52A Ir3SniiINSTlB S. S . C O I N  CLUB, c/o David ICing, 159 Qpessa live., London, On t . 

3:lem.bership dues a r e  due. iiie mean j@! The Februa,qr i s sue  of t h e  Ontarlo 
Idurnismatist w i l l  he the l a s t  i s sue  ma.iled t o  you unless your 1966 membersllips dues 
a r e  received sliortly. The February i s sue  w i l l  be i n  t h e  mail  hefore you t u rn  around 
so please a c t  f a s t .  ? ,hi l ing address i s :  Ontario f i ~ u s m a t i c  :Issociation, 

. P. 0 .  Box 33, 
Ik te r loo  , Ontario. 

0.  X. A .  Tapel Pins ( s ize  5/81!) i n  S te r l ing  s i l v e r  e i t he r  button o r  sa fe ty  catch 
a r c  now avai lable  t o  members a t  $2.75 each. Plezse specify which txy-pe when ordering, 
I4Ake your money order payable t o  t h e  On-Lario Numisinaiic  isso so cia ti on and send Lo 
?. 0. 30x 33, ?!jterloo, Ontario. 



COMING EVENTS 1966 

idkrch 1 2  and 13 - IJaterloo Coin Society Seventh Annual Banquet, Walper Hotel, 
Kitchener , Ont . General Chairnan: Heinz Herzog, David 
S t ree t ,  Kitchener. Bourse Chairman: John I@n, Craig, 105 
Lancaster S t .  E.,  K i t  chener . ANW.RI: BAT\K?UET KEDl'iL: 
!"!ilTERLOO S i<IR,ST SCHOOL HOUSE 

- b~oodstock Coin Club i ~ m u a l  Coin Show, Old St .  Paul 's  Gnurch, 
Dundas S t r ee t ,  Voodstock. 

April  29, 30, 14ay 1 - Ontario Numismatic i~ s soc i a t i on  Fourth Annual Convention, 
Cleary ~'iuditorium, '.,Jindsor, Ontal-io . General Chaii-man - - - 
Paul Landry, 14200 S t .  &rys S t ree t ,  Detroit  27, *;ichigan, 
U . S . . Bourse Chairman: Gordon Poxeroy, 264 I(ennedy ?I. , 
':.!indsor, Ontario. 

0 .  N .  li. Ple~nbers and par t i c ipa t ing  clubs a r e  requested t o  submit recom~endations 
f o r  t he  0.N.d. .!'L~~~ard of Merit. A 1 1  submissions a r e  t o  be i n  t he  hands of t he  0.N.z'~. 
Secretary not l a t e r  than Ifarch 1, 1966. Flease use extreme caution i n  your se lec t ions  
and adhel-e t o  t he  ru l e s  governing t h i s  c l i s t inct ive  and highest  of 0.Y.d. awards. 

CONSTITUTIOM ANT) i3Y-L,'J;.!S: (Continued) 

4 (d)  Secretary 

The du t ies  of the  Secretary s h a l l  be: 
( i )  To a c t  a s  Secretary a t  General I ee t ings  and t o  the  Ikecutive,  

and t o  keep a t r u e  record of a l l  proceedings of t he  associat ion.  
(ii) To preserve a l l  documents per ta in ing t o  h i s  o f f i c e  and such other  documents 

es may be committed t o  h i s  custody u n t i l  pemiss ion  i s  granted by the  
executive f o r  t h e i r  d isposal .  

(iii) To deal  with correspondence a s  d i rec ted  by t he  President .  
( i v )  To pTepare a f u l l  and f i n a l  report  of a l l  matters  per ta in ing t o  h i s  o f f i c e  

a t  t he  end of t h e  Association year and render same a t  t he  :muzl  General 
Heeting . 

To be continued. 

CLUB NE*iS 

XJ.lILTOI\T C O I N  CLUB had t h e i r  own ed i to r ,  Bruce Brace, a s  speaker f o r  t h e i r  Tjiovmber - 
meeting. Bruce spoke on "The PIints of Spanish America." 

S4~&NIAI TdU141SIKLTIC SOCLSTY highl ight  f o r  November was a t a l k  on Canadian Tokens given 
by President, Dave Price.  I n t e r e s t  r.ras added t o  t he  l e c t u r e  by a d isplay of most of 
t h e  tokens. Following a r e  t he  new executive f o r  t h e  coming year: President  - Jim 
?lbore; Vice-president - Ear l  David; Secretary - Don Park; Exec. Secretary - Ph i l  A+att; 
Tr*easurer - B i l l  Crisp. 

YOO9STOCIi COITJ CLUE -held t h e i r  e l e c t i on  of o f f i c e r s  a t  t h e i r  November meeting. 
Following a r e  the  r e su l t s :  President  - Albert H. Cole; Vice-president - Douglas 
1;IcGill; Secretary - George Bayne; Treasurer - George Gray. 

OL'LKVILLE C O I N  CLUB featured an 0.  ll.ii. Audio-Visual a t  t h e i r  November meeting by David - 
k h e .  Election of o f f i c e r s  f o r  t h e  coming year was t he  ga in  business of t he  evening. 



W1;TERLOO C O I N  SOCIETY thoroughly en joyed IfI:hat s My Coinff? presented by 14r. Rod 
Bekofski, a t  t h e i r  November meeting. Election of o f f i c e r s  took place and following a r e  - 

t h e  resu l t s :  President - Shir ley  English; Vice-president - ~ e i n z  Herzog; Secretary - 
John Shaw; Treasurer - Bruce Raszmann; I4embership Chairman - +!ilf Erb; Directors - 
Ilrs. E. Shantz, Tbs. Jean McGregor, Harold Lauber, John Craig and Hugh lkcKenzie. 
Zx Offic io  - Ph i l  Jhe l l e r .  

ST. :2.'.TLa911\T2S C C I N  CLUB i s  preparing f o r  t h e i r  e l e c t i on  of o f f i c e r s  f o r  t he  coming 
year. 

TGfiOXTO C O I N  CLUB i s  indebted t o  14r, Lloyd T. Smith, C.N.B. President ,  f o r  h i s  fas-  
c inat ing h i s t o ry  of "The Allure of Gold.It The t i t l e  was wel l  chosen and t h e  beaut i fu l  
coins on display were numerous. D r .  Kay exhibited. an i n t e r e s t i ng  display of numis- 
matic mater ia l  based on t h e  theme - The Day The I'lint Ran Out  of Noney. 

LONDON &VIJIISP~:~TIC SOCIETY members and guests  vietied 11 cases of tokens displayed by 
Lloyd T. S i t h  supported by a t a l k  on "Canadian Tokens.I1 The club i s  considering 
co l lec t ions  a t  t h e i r  meetings with which t o  buy world mint s e t s  t o  compliment t h e i r  
col lec t ion.  

RRJ'LNTFORD C O I N  CLUB featured t he  four th  i n  the  s e r i e s ,  lli'iam~um t o  Decimaln by Lloyd T. 
Smith, an 0.  N.L. Audio-Visual se rv ice  s e t .  B. C. C. held i t s -  F i f t h  k n u a l  Banquet i n .  
October with John J. Pitman a s  guest  speaker, who gave a c l c c r  and concise h i s t o q  of 
the  ea r l y  stages on how our coins wercollect  today weye spread throughout t he  country, 
I-~pproximately 50 people remained f o r  t h e  banquet. Following a r e  the  display winners: 
Canadian Coins and Tokens - 1st. Louie Si ro  (Anchor Ser ies) ;  2nd. TOIT! Kostaluk 
( ~ a n a d a  i n  ~ e n e r a l ) .  Faper bTotes - 1st.  John Barchino ( ~ r a z i l i a n  ~ o t e s )  ; 2nd. Tks .  
Hilborn ( ~ h i n e s e  notes) .  Foreign Coins - 1st. Tom Gear (imcient  oma an); 2nd. I.Irs. 
Eilborn ( ~ h i n e s e  ) . I~Tiscellaneous - 1st : Tom Kostaluk. 

E d i t o r l s  Note: Now i s  t h e  time when clubs a r e  changing over t o  new executives-  k 1 i l . i  
t he  new sec r e t a r i e s  o r  ed i t o r s  please send a copy of t h e i r  news b u l l e t i n s  t o  t he  
Ontario Tdumismatic iLssociat ion ed i to r .  Other clubs and individuals  a r e  in te res ted  
i n  reading about your a c t i v i t i e s .  Don't fo rge t  t o  t u r n  over your brochures of a l l  
@.i\T.d. a c t i v i t i e s  t o  your new executives. 

LIBRARY 

We a r e  pleased t o  announce a new l i b r a r i a n  f o r  t he  @.N.;L. Xrs. Hazel I:r'ulu"o, 
3703 Kingston Road, Scarborough, Ontario, has generou-sly offered her  services  i n  t h i s  
capacity.  -'ny requests f o r  borrowing l i t e r a t u r e  from the  l i b r a r y  may now be 
addressed t o  iim. Cfunro. I f  you have any donations t o  make t o  t h e  O.N.L. l i b r a ry ,  
p lease  forward them t o  t he  above address. 

Jack C. Dietr ich,  Clinton, Ont. has been t h e  successful  auct ion biddor f o r . t h e  
Ontario h i s m a t i c  Association Convention t o  be held on i i~r i l  29, 30, and I J ~ Y  1, 19662 
i n  ?:?indsor, Ontario. 

- 0 -  

I n  only one case did  t he  Philadelphia mint place n i n t  marks on i t s  coins: t he  
s i l v e r  content Jefferson nickels  from Fhiladelphia issued from 1942 t o  1945 had a 'IF'' 
mint mark. 

- 0 -  

I n  t h e  pas t  75 years,  more than 150 million pounds or" n ickel  have been used for. 
coinage throughout the  world. 


