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SO YOU'VE N E W  WO11 A RIBBON 
WELL HEREf S HOW r 

By Norman W. Nilliams 
This  shor t  a r t i c l e  i s  wr i t t en  f o r  

co l lec to rs ,  new or  experienced, who have 
never been successful  with competitive d i 5  
plays a t  l o c a l  o r  na t i ona l  coin shows. Fol- 
low these suggestions and watch your fo r tunes  
change f o r  the  b e t t e r ,  

F i r s t l y  make up your mind you no t  
only can, but w i l l  win a ribbon. A novice 
o f t en  dospai rs  a t  attempting t o  compete 
with more experienced winners. This i s  a 
negative a t t i t u d e ,  so th ink pos i t ive ly  and 
s e t  out  t o  f ind  why the  same people win over 
and over again. 

A t  the  next  show examine the  winning 
d i sp lays  closely.  You w i l l  general ly be 
able t o  see t h a t  they a re  very neat ,  have 
eye-appeal and t e l l  a concise s to ry  about 
the  i tems they display.  Also examine the  
non-winning d i sp lays  -- chances are  the  
d i f fe rences  w i l l  be qu i t e  obvious. The 
most common f a u l t  i s  a l a ck  of l~umismatic 
information, the  m i  s t  inexcusable f a u l t  i s  
a l ack  of neatness.  

Secondly obta in  a s e t  of Display Cate- 
go r i e s  and ~ u d ~ i n g  Rules, Judges are  o f ten  
confronted with d i sp lays  t h a t  w i l l  n o t  P a l l  
properly within the  ca tegor ies  s e t  f o r  comp- 
e t i t i o n .  There can be no emuse  f o r  t h i s .  
A person never bu i lds  a house without firs& 
being assured t h a t  i t  properly conforms t o  
the  zoning f o r  the  area. So i t  i s  with Com- 
p e t i t i v e  displays.  You must be sure the  i tems 
you wish t o  display f a l l  within a cor rec t  
category, 

Most competitive ca tegor ies  axe f a i r l y  
broad -- such a s  Cmadian Decimals. Paper 
Currency or Tokens and Medals. Nevertheless, 
be sure  t o  check over the  ca tegor ies  and 
other  pa r t i cu l a r  requirements. Q u i t e  o f t en  
the  d isplay  chdrman w i l l  r equ i re  advance 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  and rese rva t ion  of d isplay  cases. 
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I This  b r ings  t o  mind a common but  needless s i g h t  o f t en  observed 

at  .coin .shows, even na t iona l  shows? where the f ru s t r a t ed  en t r an t  arr- 
ives t o  f ind  t h a t  the  numismatic display he has so painstakingly pre- 
pared a t  home w i l l  n o t  f i t  the  display cases ava i lab le  a t  the  show, 
r e su l t i ng  i n  a necess i ty  of changing or cut t ing  up background cards a t  
the  l a s t  minute and erhaps rearranging the  whole display. Most cases  
have dimensions of 1 8 11 X 30tf, This problem, however, can e a s i l y  be 
averted by simply checking the  regu la t ions  on t h i s  point  and, i f  nec- 
e s s a y ,  wr i t ing  t o  the  display chairman f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  

Now a word about judging point  systems used a t  l o c a l  w d  na t iona l  
showsr The C,N.A. point  system was developed t o  encourage d i sp l ays  of 
outstanding mate r ia l  once a year a t  the  annual convention. 

l 

! Thus? more points  are  awarded f o r  r a r i t y .  A t  most l o c a l  shows 
! the  emphasis i s  on numismatic information, eye-appeal and o r ig ina l i t y .  

This i s  simply t o  encourage the  ordinary co l lec to r ,  who wishes t o  en- 

i 
joy h i s  coins and share his mater ia l  with h i s  fe l low hobbyists. How- 

~ ever, it has been proven again and again t h a t  at  the  yearly na t i ona l  
convention, r a r i t y  atone has not  produced winners? bu t  o f t en  d i sp l ays  
of less rare or valuable mater ia ls  have taken f i r s t  place, because of 
superior  displaying techniques. 

Thirdly, now t h a t  you have decided t o  build a compe'titve d i sp lay  
t h a t  conforms with r u l e s  and regulat ions,  i s  nea t )  has eye-appeal, and 
t e l l s  a story;  i t  i s  necessary t o  decide what num~smatic items of your 
co l l ec t i on  you wish t o  display.  If you c o l l e c t  Canadian coins, coxisider 
building a display  around e theme of the  Canadian s i l v e r  do l l a r ,  which 
i s  Can.adats most popular coin. I f  you have a complete s e t  wi th  varie- 
t i e s ,  you may display t h e  whole s e r i e s*  If you have only t h e  commemor- 
a t i v e  d o l l a r s  t h i s  can be a s e r i e s  t o  display. with ease. And i f  you 
are a new co l lec to r  with no coins, and only a d o l l a r  t o  spend, then go 
t o  your l o c a l  bank and purchase a new 1971 do1La.r honouring B r i t i s h  
CoLumbia centennary. :::our d isplay  can t e l l  a s to ry  of t h i s  s ing le  coin 
o r  any other  i tem i n  your numismatic col lec t ion.  
Fourthly, i n  order t o  t e l l  the  s tory  of .the i tems you have c2iosei1 t o  
d isplay  i t  i s  necessary 'to obta in  numismatic information. Current 
coin catalogues have some information, but usual ly  not  too much i n  the  
way of interest. Check out  pas ts ; ' i ssues  of t h e  C.N.A, Journdl; Messrs. 
Pred Bowman and Bob Wi1.ley produced an index of the  Journal which i s  
most helpful .  I-Iundreds of t op i ca l  subjects  a re  lLsted. I n  addition, 
Bowman's book, t'Canadian Numismatic Research Indextt i s  ava i lab le  and 
covers hundreds of references  t o  numismatic subjects.  Also, Canada 
Coin, Stamp and Antique News, Coin World, have over the  years  contained 
many worthwhile a r t i c l e s  you may use. 

It i s  suggested :.ou use a fo lde r  t o  hold the  information as it i s  
gathered. Over a period of time you should be able t o  draw fTom t h a t  
many times, I f  you research the  des i  ner ,  the  en raver  and the  s t o r  ******** ,F********* *****g** %*X******  **?E**** 
THE ONTARIO NUMISMATICir: i s  published monthly by the  Ontario Numismatic 
Association. The publicat ion can be obCained wi th  membership i n  one of 
t h e  following categories:- L i fe  Membership - $50., Regular Membership - 
414. annuall& Junior - $2, annudly , (up  t o  18 years  of age), Husband 
and Wife - annually; Club - $10. annually, 
Special  0,N.A. S i lve r  Lapel Pins $2.50. 
Remittances payable t o  the  Ontaxio Numismatic Association, Mr. Bruce 
Raszmann, P.O. Box 33, Waterloo, Ontario. 
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behind the  coin? you w i l l  end up with a surplus of information, 

F i f t h ly ,  a few suggestions are  now offered on how t o  physical ly 
put your d isplay  together .  

Consider the  amount of mater ia l  and information you wish t o  show. 
It i s  suggested you take the  mater ia l  and l ay  i t  out on an 18" X 30" 
coloured cardboard t o  determine how much space i s  remaining f o r  in- 
formation cards and accessories ,  Try using blank information cards 
f i r s t  t o  f i nd  out  how much space you have, This may appear t o  be 
working backwards, but t ry ing t o  place too much information i n  a 
crowded display  i s  ju s t  a s  deadly a s  having i n s u f f i c i e n t  information. 

Consider the  use of photographs r e l a t i n g  t o  the  d isplays  ' ' props 
such a s  f l a g s ,  coats-of-arms or anything t h a t  r e l a t e s  t o  the  i tems 
and w i l l  c rea te  an i n t e r e s t  t o  the  viewer. Remember, you wish t o  t e l l  

1 
l 

a story and t h a t  s tory  should be simple and d i r e c t .  
! It i s  fu r the r  suggested you again examine other  d i sp lays  f o r  ideas  

l 
and methods of presen.ting your material .  YOU can only l e a r n  by ex- 
perience, so why not  borrow from the  experience of o thers  who have 
been proven i n  competition. 

You should type your information on cards i f  possible unless  you 
can p r i n t  impeccably. Corisider a lso  various background coiours and/or 
mate r ia l s  t o  be s t  show off  your d isplay ,  Again, you w i l l  probably 
have t o  arrange and re-arrange your display severa l  times, bu t  keep 
i n  mind your purpose i s  t o  t e l l  a concise s tory  t o  the  viewer i n  a 
nea t  eye-appealing display with i n t e r e s t i ng  information t h a t  can only 
compel the ju::.ges t o  award you a ribbon. 

I t  should be noted -that even when you do not  receive  a ribbon i n  
competition, you have become a winner anyway because of t h e  numismatic 
information you have researched and re ta ined ,  thereby becoming a more 
knowledgeable co l lec to r .  
******** ********* ******** ********* ***** 
APMENDMENT T O  OUR CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 
The following ammendment i s  published t o  enable our members t o  come 
t o  the  annual General Meeting t o  d i scuss  such tunmendment fu r ther .  
Ammendrnent i S a s  follows: - 
Ar t i c l e  7 - Officers  - e l ec t i on  - Section 1, reads ''Any l i f e  or r e g u -  
a re  member who has been i n  good standing f o r  two vears  or  longer s h a l l  
be e l i g i b l e  t o  hold o f f i c e  i n  the  ~ s s o c ~ a - t i o n v l .  ?he ammendment w i i i ~ ~  
read a s  follows:- I f h y  l i f e  member o r  regular  member who has been i n  
good standing fo r  two years  or longer shall. be e l i g i b l e  t o  hold o f f i c e  
i n  the  Associa-tion, I n  the  event t h a t  no e l i g i b l e  memb'er i s  nominated 
t o  any posi t ion ,  the  executive s h a l l  have the  author i ty  t o  appoint 
any member i n  good standing by a majority vote of the  F,xecutivet~. 
Motion proposed by ICen Prophet, seconded by Ed. Stahley - any queries  
please contact Pfr. W i l l i a n  English, P.O. Box 4, Waterloo, & I ~ . ~ N ~ J  326. 
h******* ******** ******** * * * * * + W 6  *h****** 

THE DEBBIE SANE GOULD KEMORLAL AWARD -C.N.A. President ,  Norm W i l l i a m s ,  
has announced the  e s t a b l i s ~ ~ i e n t  of the  C .N.A. Junior  Numismatic Award 
of the  year -to be known as The Debbie Jane Gould Memorial Award. .It 
has generously been spol~sorcdj by Maurice Gould, EtMS-FCRNS, the  As soc In 
d i r e c t o r  f o r  the western U.S., in. memory of h i s  daughter? Debbie Jane9 
who had been a very ardent junior co l lec to r .  A l l  enquirxes may be d i r -  
ected t o  Paul Siggers, 9lk5 Seacote Road, Richmond, B.C., giving a l l  
pe r t inen t  detai l -s ,  such a s  junior S name, age, e t c .  and C . N .  A. number. 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 197'3 - 1975 

Following the  procedure a s  l a i d  down i n  our By-laws under Ar t i c l e  7, 
sec t ion 7 reads "The chairman of the  e l ec t i on  committee s h a l l  cause 
the  names of the  nominees t o  be published three  months p r io r  t o  the  
opening of the  Annual General. Meeting i n  the  Associat ion 's  o f f i c i a l  
publicat ion",  Carrying out  these  i n s t ruc t i ons  herewith i s  a l i s t  of 
the  nominations received by Chairman W i l l i a m  English, P.0, Box h, 
Waterloo, G n t a ~ i o ,  N2J 3% ;G- 

President.. . .Ys.&e,P~t.kmb&~t... ............... ........... F i r s t  Vice-President. . ,Mel%vi~a.Fiske,. ........... Second Vice-President. .\dj,U%m.F@tze.. ..... Secretary..  ........... .Mrs.. Tzudy.Labert. .  
Treasurer........,..,..Bauce.Ra::~m~..,........ 

Howard Whitf i e l d  Director  Area No. l,.................~~.D.e...,.. 
Melvin Fiske Director  Area No. 2..,...........,...0~.e.~~0..~ 
John Craig ............... Director  Area No. 3............. 
Ken. W. Wilmot Director  Area No. 4.. ........................... 
W i l l i a m  G a ~ e  .............. Director  Area No, S.,......,..p.. 
Frank Lie shout Director  Area 80. 6.............,....00.~~0...... .............. . Director  Area No. 7 , ,  .$Xia ?&'+@V.. 

Director  Area No, 8.. . .??'&.$Y&$%YR~. .......... 
Gerry Albert Director  Area No. 9. , . , . . . . . . . , , . . . . . . . . . . .em.a.  
E l l i o t t  Jephson .....~...~.... Director  Area No. lO.. . . . . , , . . . . .  

All  n q e s  l i s t e d  am submitted with the  understandlng t h a t  aZ1 the 
nominees have agreed t o  stand f o r  o f f i ce .  

Please no t i fy  chairman W i l l i a m  English, P.O. Box 4, Waterloo, Ontario, 
N2J 3 s 9  i f  the l i s t i n g s  a s  noted above a re  not  correct .  
**l***** *******,l* ******** ******** ***** 

"WORDS THAT COUNTrf 

The seven most important words i n  the  English language are: 
'!I made a mistake and I ' m  sorryt t  

The s ix  most important words i n  t h e  English language are: 
"You did a very good job1!. 

The f i v e  most ilnportant words i n  the  English language are:  
"And what i s  your opinion"? 
The four most important words i n  the  English language are: 
ItHow can I helpu? 
The three  most important words i n  the English language are: 
"1 appreciate  youu. 
The two most important words i n  the  English language are: 
IiThanlt ~ O L I "  . 
The l e a s t  most important word i n  the  English language i s :  
"1" * 
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PROPOSED C O I N  SI-IOWS 

Listed below are  the proposed coin club annual shows with da tes  and 
banquets. Please check .these da tes  t o  see i f  any of the  d a t e s  w i l l  
c o n f l i c t  wi'th your c lub ' s  proposed show. 

M a r .  23-24 - The Torex Show - J o i n t  Convention a t  the Holiday Innl  
Downtown Toronto, i n  conjunction with the  CentrdL Coin 
Club, F u l l  d e t a i l s  from Frank Lieshout, P,O. Box 8b1, 
S ta t ion  1f.KIt, Toronto 315, Ontario. 

M a r .  10 - North York Coin Club Annual Show Bourse, Book and White 
Elephant Sale i n  the  North Pork hommunity Bd-1, 5090 
Yonge S t r e e t  Willowdale Ontario from 10,OO a.m. t o  
10.00 p.m. &or fu r the r  information wr i te  t o  - North 
York Coin Club, P.O. Box 294, Willowdales Ontario. 

Apr. 14-15 - Ontario Numismatic Association Annual Convention a t  the  
Waterloo Motor Inn, Waterloo, Ontario. Information r e  
Bourse, Displays, Reservations, etc. ,  t o  Mr. Wilf Erb, 
P,O. Box 41, Wxterloo, Ontario. 

April  28 - Woodstock Coin Club annual Show and Banquet i n  Old 
S t ,  Paul ' s  Parish Hall ,  Dundas S t r e e t ,  Woodstock. For 
information wri te  t o  Woodstock Coin Club, P.O. Box 631, 
Woodstock, Ontario, ~ 4 8  725. 

May 13 - City of Ottawa Coin Club annual Coin and S tmp  Show, i n  
the  R A  Centre, Ottawa. De ta i l s  r e  bouxse d isplays ,  
e t c .  tfo Mr..  L.B@. Pletcher ,  1833 Elmridge b r* ,  Ottawav 

Oct. 10 - S a r r ~ i a  Numismatj.~ Society i s  sponsoring the Bluewater 
In te rna t iona l  Coin Show i n  the  Vil lage Inn Motel 
751 N. Ch r i s t i na  St. ,  Sarnia  from 10.00 a,ma t o  8.00 p.m. 
Bourse Chairman - C a r 1  Williamson, 931 Greendale S t r e e t ,  
Sarnia and Display Chairman - Fredk Webb and Robert 
Sargent, 286 Belmont S t r ee t ,  Corunna, Ontario. 

Oct, 20 - St. Catharines Coin Club annual Show and Banquet i n  
Westminster United Church Par ish  H a l l ,  Queenston S t r ee t ,  
St .  Catharines. F u l l  d e t a i l s  r e  bourse, etc .  l a t e r .  

******** ******** ******** ********* *****,F 

NEWS AROUNC THE C O I N  CLUBS 
BRANTFORD NUMISMATIC SOCIETY - 

Tha l a s t  meeting was the  e l ec t i on  of 
o f f i c e r  S and the foll-owing were presented f o r  1973,:- 
President - Gordon Durnford, Vice-President - George WagneT , Secretary- 
John Barchino, Ass is tant  Secretary -Ernie Light le ,  Treasw'eT - 0, W. 
(B i l l )  Sutor, Program - Peter Pe r r ac io l i ,  Publ ic i ty  - Fred Hiuser, 
Membership - Gene Ruzlo, Director  a t  Large - Phi1 Baker and Editor  - 
John Barchino, 
CHAMPLAIN C O I N  CLUB .- 

A t  the l a s t  meetine, the  s l a t e  of o f f i c e r s  f o r  
1973 was e lec ted  as  follows - President-- B i l l  Gage, Vice-President - 
Gordon Horne, Sec,-Treasurer - Dorothy EIorne, Di rec to rs  - Ed Wielus, 
Henry Gose, E i l l  I rv ine ,  Auctioneer - Harry Booth and Bu l l e t i n  - J i m  
J e f f r i e s .  The aims of the club f o r  1973 a re  t o  increase  attendance, 
have auct ions a t  meetings, a t t r a c t  dealer  S, provide refreshments a t  
meetings, have speakers and f i lms  and ge t  the  public  in te res ted .  
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C I T Y  OF OT?A!dA C O I N  CLUE - -- 

A t  the  l a s t  meeting with 13 members pre- 
seizt the  main top ic  discussed was I1Row To At t rac t  New Membersn and 
d i f f e r e n t  members expressed t h e 9  opinions on the  subjeot. I t  was 
decided t o  ge t  a progran1 secretary so the meetings would be b e t t e r  

H U n O N I A  NUMISMATIC SOCIETY - 
A t  -the l a s t  meeting the following s l a t e  

of o f f i c e r s  were e lec ted  fo r  197.3:- Prosident - B i l l  Gage, Vice- 
President  - Richard Ford, Treasurer - Cec. Shape ,  s e c r e t b y  - Alma 
Gage, I j i r ec to rs  - Lorraine Acker, Noreen Bowcroft, Marie Ford, Dan 
Cybulski, Charl ie  O t t .  After the  business a f i lm was shown fea tu r ing  
W. C .  F ie lds  i n  the  t lDentis t" ,  The members were shown a spec ia l  
calendar depict ing the h i s to ry  of the R,C.M.P. since i t s  incep t ion  
and t h i s  i s  avai lable  a t  the  Post Offices. 
ICITCHENER. C O I N  - - 

The l a s t  meeting was the f i r s t  at the  new meet- 
ing place, S t ,  Andrews Pr&sbyterian Zhurch, 54 Queen S t r e e t  North. 
The h igh l igh t  of the evening was a s e t  of s l i d e s  on the  Voyageur 
S i lve r  Dol lm arid t h i s  was followed by an auction, The door p r i ze s  
were consisted of a Canadian Mint Cuff Links and the  Ladies Pin. 

NIAGARAJLLJLH6,II CLUB -The l a s t  meeting had a good turn-out and .the 
fol loir i i~x s.l.ate o:i o f f i c e r s  fo r  1971 were elected:- President  - I-Ioward 
13i1.1, Vice.-.President - Car1 Coleman, Secretary - Marjorie Smith, and 
Treasurer - M?s, T ,  Daley, M r ,  I iot tot  conducted a very i n t e r e s t i n g  
quiz on fore:Lgn coins,  which was won by George Oblinsky. 

ST. CAzL!J'.:C$TiZ,T C O I N  CLUB - 
The l a s t  meeting was dedicated 'to Jun iors  

with Junisr  display s and Dianne ICosiba wasWpresented with the junior 
trophy by i t s  donor, Pat Lambert. The o f f i c e r s  f o r  1973 are  a s  fo l -  
lows:.. P~es idc r i t  .- Lawrence Ghepard, Vice-Presiden-t - Victor Po t te r ,  
Secrc-tmy - Marion Foulser,  Treasurer - B e d  Barley, Librarian - Mrs. 
R i t ch i s ,  H i  s f ; ~ ~ ~ ! .  a.1 .. Dernice Burns and Member ship - John Morrison. 

SMRRNIII Cl31 IT CL:m -- -----.-.-.,- 
A t  the l a s t  meeting the  new President ,  I-lonourable 

Fred Webb, chaired the meeting. The guest speaker was Thomas Masters 
from London, OntWio who spoke on the  complete h i s to ry  of the Liberty 
B e l l  i n  Indcpe~ldcnce jyall, Philadelphia and i t s  s igni f icance  t o  
Numismatics and exkobited a display of commemorative metals issued by 
the  FranLiYin M i ~ n t ,  This was followed by a l i v e l y  auction. 

ST? THOXA&rJI;>~JTI~ ASSOCIATION - 
A t  the  l a s t  meeting the  special. 

f e a tu re  was a s e t  of s l i d e s  on St .  Thomas by Don Cosens. The new 
o f f i c e r s  f o r  1.973 are as  fo1lo.w~:- President  - Mrs. Clunas, Vice- 
President  -. Cloyd 3errylzil1, Treasurer - A. W. OINiel, Secretary - Mrs. 
IUoostermm, Auction .- 3 i m  Whitchurch, Di rec to rs  - San. Kloosterman, 
Bo'b Clarlison, A;.nold Baxter, Doug Butterwick, Mrs. Cloin, Clarence 
Miedema, 

STRATFO1311 C O I N  CLUB - 
----.p 

The f e a t w e  of .the l a s t  meeting was Mike Walton 
as guest  spenker w i t h  two of h i s  St .  Bernards and all enjoyed h i s  t a l k  
on these fanlous uogs. The turn-out was not  l a rge  but  hopes a re  high 
fo r  a g o d  yeilr i n  1-973. 
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TIMMINS C O I N  CLUB 

A t  the  l a s t  meeting two f i lms  were enjoyed, They 
were "A Place t o  Stand1' and "The Great Toy Robbery". This was fo l -  
lowed by a very successful auction, There were some g rea t  bargains 
t h a t  i t  would hape been a p i ty  t o  miss, 
WfLTWL00 C O I N  CLUB - 

The Waterloo Club d i d  not  need an e l ec t i on  t h i s  
year as  everyone went back i n t o  o f f ice .  These o f f i c e r s  aEe :- Presi- 
d e n t =  Wilfred Erb ,  Vice-Pres,- P h i l l i p  Mueller, Secretary - Ted Turan- 1 
sk i ,  Treasurer - Bruce liaszmann Membership - Bob Lenz, Editor  - EIeinz 
Herzog, Librar ian  - Bev, Lenz, E x - ~ f f i c i o  - Ed. Stahley. 
******** ******** ******** * *C* * * * *  ******** 

MY FAVOURITE TOICZN - CIINADA'S MEAT R A T I O N  TOKEN OF WCRIJ) WAR 11 
By Prof, Earold Don Allen 

Don KLlen, 0,N.A. 708, has been a student of ra t ioning and a 
co l lec to r  of r a t i o n  documents since Canada's wartime ra t ioning period 
of the  1940 Is. This paper he prep@ed recent ly  f o r  a New Zealand 
journal,  but sent  us  a copy with the  observation t h a t  while many of 
our younger co l lec to r  s recognize C anad.a1 s ra t ioning token, they have 
only the  vaguest of ideas  a s  t o  how and why i t  was used. Professor 
Allcn produced and presented .to the  C,N.A. a d e f i n i t i v e  study of C a n -  
adian food ra t ion ing  c o l l e c t i b l e s  i n  1956. 

While i s s u e s  down i n  the  thousands or even hundreds are  unusal 
f o r  the  kinds of t r ade  tokens t h a t  many of us  study and co l l ec t ,  my 
personal favour i t e  enjoyed a press run a t  l e a s t  i n  the  t ens  of mi l l ions ,  
and here i n  Canada should be and i s  r e l a t i v e l y  easy t o  acquire. 
Twenty-five years  a f t e r  making token once again a Canadian household 
word, a r a the r  d i s t i n c t i v e ,  centre-holed blue d i s c  of pressed f i b r e  
reposes i n  many a d e a l e r ' s  junk box, wi-th t e n  cents  t o  twenty-five 
cents  the  going price.  Roughly quarter  s i ze  (22 mm.), :it i s  the  meat 
r a t i o n  token which so aided i n  Canadian e f f o r t s  t o  assure f a i r  d i s t r i -  
bution on the  "home f ron t t1  while a l l e v i a t i n ~  food s h o r t a ~ e s  i n  the  
Bri.-ti sh i s l e  S and cont inenta l  Europe during-the months immediately 
a f t e r  World Wax8 11.. 

I l i k e  the  tc,..?n because I hunted it, studied it col lec ted  i t  
and chronicled i t  a t  the t i ~ n e  when i t  was current  an$ when my numikm* 
a t i c  i n s t i n c t s  were being developed (1.). The token (unlike i t s  U.S. 
counterparts ,  the  red and blue wpoin t s7f )  has no major v a r i e t i e s  but 
some of i t s  miss t r ikes  are  v i sua l ly  i n t e r e s t i ng .  My study, understand- 
ably, extended t o  ra t ioning i n  general ,  and l e d  t o  a sophis t ica ted  
i n t e r e s t  i n  secur i ty  pr in t ing (evidenced on r a t i o n  coupons - the  Can- 
adian term - and r a t i o n  stamps) and made fo r  n?e good f r i ends  among 
the  co l l ec to r s  of several  nat ions,  (2). 

Canada ra t ioned a var ie ty  of commodities dinring World W a r  11, 
r e f l e c t i n g  war-time p r i o r i t i e s ,  world food shortages,  and problems with 
shipping. Foods t h a t  were ra t ioned by coupons were sugar, t e a  and 
coff e, bu t t e r ,  preserves? meats and canned milk. Gasoline ra t ioning 
by coupon severely restricted  pleasure^^ driving,  and l iquor  d i s t r ibu-  
t i o n  was affected by a number of provincial  schemes requir ing coupons 
or  permits. Food ra t ioning came under the  wartime Pr ices  and Trade 
Board which d i s t r i bu t ed ,  between July 1942 and November 1gLt7 r a t i o n  
cards and six r a t i o n  books t o  Canada's e n t i r e  c i v i l i a n  population. A t  
the  height  of war--time shprtages,  from M a y  194.3 t o  February 1944 meat 
was rat ioned by coupon i n  p a r t  t o  assure supplses f o r  the  mi l i t a ry .  With 
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two coupons val idated each week, the r a t i o n  proved generous enough, 
but .the coupon arrangement r e s t r i c t e d  an i nd iv idua l ' s  purchases t o  
two per week. A family could, of couse, pool i t s  coupon resources,  
but f o r  those l i v i n g  alone, possibly ~tii thout adequate r e f r i ge r  a t ion ,  
there  might be some hardship, Accordingly, when meat was again ra-  
t ioned on September 9 th ,  1945 (not  because of domestic shor'tage but t o  

uppl ies  f o r  overseas , ) ,  provision was made, based possibly on 
United freeze takes experience for  the use of r a t i o n  'tokens t o  "mako change1'. 
One couhon, good f o r  a week's r a t i o n ,  became val id  each Thursday, and 
a coupon was equivalent  t o  e igh t  tokens. Thus, up t o  seven tokens 
could serve a s  change and could be used i n  one or more subsequent 
purchase S. 

One token by i t s e l f ,  would buy l i t t l e ,  from two t o  s ix  ounces 
of meat depending on -the meat c l a s s i f i ca t i on ,  but the  token made the  
system workable. Canned meats a l so  were on the  r a t i on ,  with one token 
equated to ,  t yp i ca l l y ,  a three  ounce t i n  of sandwich spread. 

Meat tokens were inscri 'bed, i n  impressed l e t t e r s ,  CANLNBDA/RATION,. 
(between maple leaves)  and MEAT/VIANDE. Unlike meat coupons, the  tokens 
had no expiry dates ,  and imposing s t r i n g s  of them of ten  were t o  be 
seen i n  shoppers1 purses. With a population of twelve mil l ion,  fur th-  
e r  increased by re turning scrviccriion,l the number of tokens re leased 
during the  81  - week r a t i o n  period must have been many tens  of mil l io-  
ns ,  o f f i c i a l  f i gu re s  are  not lrnown (3 ) .  

Meat ra t ioning by coupons and -tokens continued through. March 26, 
194.7, jilowing Canada, a t  one point  t o  'be exporting 40% of her pro- 

.v duction of meat. Further ,  through church groups and otherwise, Canadi- 
ans were donating unexpired ineat coupons -to permit prompt r e l ea se  .to 
the  United Na-tions Rel ief  and Rehabil i ' ta t ion Association of fu r ther  
supplies ,  

$5 
. . Soon r a t i o n  books were t o  be keepsakes or  c u r i o s i t i e s ,  and meat 
. . 'tolren s t r i n g s  a c h i l d ' s  plaything, 8u t  Canada's unusual blue r a t i o n  

tolren had, i n  t r u th ,  function.ed well ,  and i n  a sense had been more of 
a necess i ty  than cash. Accordingly i t  deserves more than a footnote 
when we t a l k  of tokens and t h e i r  r o l l  i n  peoples '  l i v e s .  

. Notes 

(1) The chronicl$rr~ can be found i n  Canadian and American numismatic 
~ s s o c i a t i o n  l i b r a r i e s  as  Canada - Rationing : a l~wnismatic Record 
(p r iva t e ly  published i n  1956) . 
(2) Tending t o  speci-dize i n  Uni-ted S t a t e s  m a t e r i d ,  but  with i n t e r -  
na t iona l  i n - t e r e s t s  the  socie ty  of ra t io i l  token co l l ec to r s  can be 
contacted through the ed i to r  of i t s  publicat ion,  The Ration Board, 
Mr. Joseph A. Lowande, 135 Duer S t r e e t ,  P la in f ie ld ,  New Jersey, Z.C. 
07060, 
(3) When -the W.P,T,B. r a t i o n  administra.tion closed i t s  doors i n  1947 
all the o f f i c i a l  records were destroyed, 

This a r t i c l e  w i l l  be of speci.al i n t e r e s t  -to our younger co l l ec to r s  who 
have never experierlced a meat r a t i o n  and we prin-t  i t  with the  i d e a  
t h a t  they may know what t h e i r  parents  had t o  endure l n  the 1940's. 

Special than!.rs a re  expressed t o  Professor Allen f o r  giving 'us 
the  benef i t  of h i s  research and a most i n t e r e s t i ng  a r t i c l e .  

Ye 4d. 
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TO MY MANY l%"IENJJS I N  TI-IE O , N , A ,  

. - 
By h thu l -  Honour, Former 0.U.A. ~ i i ' h c t o ~  

"Ye Edft has asked me t o  wr i te  a  few l i n e s  on what I have been 
doing since I l e f t  On-tario, so here goes. 

I am now i n  Vancouver, D.C. and have not  as  much time .to devote 
t o  nwnismatics a s  I used t o  have i n  I-Iamilton, mainly because I have 
changed my l i n e  of work. I am now i-n a  public accounting o f f i c e  and 
studying a t  n igh t  school t o  qu,alify a s  a  Ce r t i f i ed  G e n e ~ j l  Accountant. 
Now i n  the  t h i r d  year of a  fj..v@ yecar programme, the  courses requ i re  
about 20 houvs a week study and c l a s s  work and on top of a, f u l l  time 
job t h i s  does not  leave much time f o r  hobbies, 

Due t o  l ack  of f r e e  .time I have only been able t o  help out  i n  
coin clubs i n  capac i t i es  t h a t  can be done more or l e s s  when time per- 
mits such a s  Librwi.an i n  the  Vancouver Numismatic Society, which I 
an now f i l l i n g  f o r  a  second year.  T h i s  has been an i n t e r e s t i ng  chal- 
lenge, t ry ing t o  obta in  good books of wide appeal and ones tha'i, would 
encourage the  members t o  use the  books avai lable  a  nd thus j u s t i f y  the 
money I spend. Keeping the  f i s t  of books avai lable  before the  mem- 
b e r s  i n  the  club b u l l e t i n  arid by book reviews i s  ge t t ing  r e s u l t s .  

Another venture t h a t  s t a r t ed  out  very small cent res  around a 
group in t e r e s t ed  3.n world coins and paper money and i s  patterned some.. 
whxt a f t e r  the Chedoke ITtunismatic Society and the Socie-ty f o r  In te r -  
na t iona l  Numismatics, a f t e r  various ups and downs i s  beginning t o  
f lour i sh .  We a re  now incorporat ing tinder the B.C. Soc ie t i e s  Act and 
are  ca l l ing  ourselves the  Vancouver In te rna t iona l  Coin Enthusias ts  
(VQI.CeE.) ., 

.Impa.tient as  we are,  we have already launched our f i r s t  major 
public  programme. On the  long weekend of May 19,  20 and 21, 1973 we 
w i l l  be welcoming VbgilHancoclr of Be l la i re ,  Texas and John Hunter of 
De t ro i t ,  Michigan -to Vancouver t o  present  t h e i r  f  anous seminar on 
counte r fe i t  coin detec t ion.  These two leading exper ts  on t h i s  subject  
have been presenting t h i s  course f o r  several  years  a t  the A,N.A. Head- 
q,uartcz's a t  Colorado Springs, Colo, , and l a s t  year j l s o  gave i t  i n  
Ca1iforni.a. This w i l l  be the  f i r s t  such programme i n  Canada. We have 
received exce l len t  co-oper a t ion  from the  Un.iver s i t y  of B r i t i s h  Colum- 
b i a  i n  providing l a b  f a c i l i t i e s  and accommodations a t  t h e i r  new con- 
vention centre .  We w i l l  probably have the  bes t  l a b  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  
have ever been avai lable  for  t h i s  seminar. 

We have planned a f u l l  weekend pac1:age including some enter ta in-  
ment and sight-seeing and expect t o  have a l o t  of fun as well  as 
learning f o r  self-defence. The seminar i s  open t o  the  f i r s t  people 
who wish t o  r e g i s t e r ,  the f e e s  being $75.00 and all enquir ies  should 
be sent  to:- Vancouver In te rna t iona l  Coin Enthusias ts ,  P.0, Box 35484., 
Sta t i on  l lE1l ,  Vancouver 1-3, R.C. 

And t h a t ,  I no t ice ,  i s  s t a r t i n g  -to sound more l i k e  a  coinmercijL 
message than a l e t t e r  but . th is  seminar has my enthusiasm a t  the moment 
and i s  consuming the  major p a r t  of my hobby time and energies r i g h t  now, 

My co l lec t ing  i n t e r e s t s  have s t i l l  refused t o  s e t t l e  down and I 
f i n d  myself bouncing from one a t t r a c t i o n  t o  another and enjoying them 
al l .  I n  the past  couple of years  my fancy has touched upon ( i n  vary- 
ing  degrees) world paper money,odd and curious items (I have found a 
Nigerian "manillail t h a t  f i t s  my wrist pe r f ec t l y ) ,  l a rge  bronze 19 th  
century medals, Indian nat ive  s t a t e s  Itdumpsl1 and many j u s t  plan ''beau- 
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t i f u l  old coinsI1. There does seem t o  be a tendency towards ever more 
unusal and off-bea't items. But the name of the game i s  fun a f t e r  a l l ,  
and tl iat  i s  wherever you f ind  i t .  

Yours numismatically, 
ATthur. 

******** ******** ******** ******** ******** 
LATE, LATE, LATE C O I N  CLUB AND SHOW DATE 
CENTRAL C O I N  CLUB - The l a s t  meeting opened with the  new pres ident ,  
Prank Lieshout, i n  the  chxir ,  Li fe  memberships were presented t o  the  
two outgoingexecutives, Er ic  Mil ler  and Roy Longo, and t o  Bob Shi l l -  
ingworth the t reasure r .  A l a rge  auction was conducted by Bob Slii l l-  
ingworth ass i s ted  by the members of the club who a re  being t ra ined  .to 
help record .the auctions, Plans went ahead f o r  the  upcoming show on 
February 3rd and 4th. 

S T .  THOFIAS NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION -Coin Show and Banquet i n  Grace 
United Church on May 5th, 1973. For fu r the r  d e t a i l s  please contact 
E. ICLaosterman, Secretary, S t .  Thomas Numismatic Association. 
******** ******** ******U* ******** * X * * * * * *  

TIIIS 'N TI-IAT - 
F i r s t  of a l l ,  I wish t o  congratulate  a l l  -the new exec- 

t i v e s  of the various coin clubs throughout t h  Provinces--It i s  my 
opinion t h a t  1973 i s  going t o  be a c ruc i a l  year f o r  many clubs, I t r u s t  
t h a t  -the various c l u l ~  members w i l l  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e i r  executive are  
only as good as the  membership co-operation allows them t o  be. May I 
s ing le  out  two c1u.b~ i n  pa r t i cu l a r  who have been having a rough time, 
I speak of Inge r so l l  and Stkatford.  We give you spec ia l  mention i n  the  
hope t h a t  your members w i l l  take the  h i n t a n d  suppor-L you 100% --- 
I always l i k e  t o  make mention of people who do n i ce  th ings  fo r  o thers ,  
t h i s  week Ye Ed was most agreeably sur r i s e d  t o  receive  an honourary 

i s  much. appreciated --- 
F membership i n  F s h ~ i ? ~  8 Distr l .c t  C0f.n C ub, a very n ice  ges ture  which 

You can see by the  l i s t  of forthcoming shows 
t h a t  t h i s  s t a r t i n g  next week (Feb, 3rd and 4th)  and continuing 
u n t i l  May these a re  a l l  t h a t  clubs have advised us) so t h a t  there  
should be no lack  of somewhere t o  gol it i s  not  our i n t en t ion  t o  prom- 
o t e  one show more than mother  so l e t  i t  suffj-ce t h a t  we reccommend 
d.1 our members ,and f r i ends  t o  t r y  t o  a-ttend them all, where we hope 
t o  see many of you --- I t  w i l l  ba iloted t h a t  the re  are  many more coin 
club news i tems t h i s  i s sue ,  due .to the f a c t  t h a t  club s ec re t a r i e s  
and/or edj.tors sent  them a few days af.l;er t h e i r  club S meeting, but  may 
I please point  dut againthat  my new address i.s a s  follows: EOST OFFICE 
BOX 31.1, ST. CATHJYRINES, ONTARIO, t o  reach me no l a t e r  than the  24th 
of each month i f  a't a l l  possib:le.--- Meanwhile we wish all tha't you 
wish f o r  yourselves,  see you i n  March 

Ye Ed 
- 3P - 

From Mrs.yr. Zd - I, too,  would l i k e  t o  say a blg "Thmli YOU" t o  the 
Oshawa & D i s t r i c t  Coin Club on 'behalf of my honour ary membership, 




