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T'm ,PUBLIC ARC%PVES OF CANADA 

1'RIMARY SOURCE OF KNOWLEDGE ON CANmA'S 
IUSTQRU AID HERITAGE 

By Alfred E. H, Pe t r ie ,  Curator 
The Public Archives of Canada, founded 

: i n  1872 .to preserve e s s e n t i a l  goverment  
records,  has expanded i n  scope of mater- 
ials offered reseaxchers with increasing 
speed since 1950, and more p a r t i c u l a l y  
since 1967 when extensive new premises 
and f a c i l i t i e s  opened i n  our present  head- 
quar ters  Building together with the  Nat- 
i o n a l  Libr my a t  395 Wellington S t r ee t ,  
Ottawa. I n  e f f e c t  t h i s  word lt.bchivestt 
means -the primary c!locuments, down through 
the  years ,  on which knowledge of our 
Countryls  h i s to ry  and her i t age  can be 
based; llPublicli s ignl f  j.es a l l  people 
qua l i f i ed  t o  understand and present these  
materials t o  i n t e r e s t ed  per sons through 
,the media. To-day, these documents in- 
clude not  only government records of per- 
manent i n t e r e s t  t o  pos te r i ty ,  but  a l so  the  
s ign i f i can t  papers of Canadians who have 
made important contr ibut ions  t o  t h e i r  
Country and the  World i n  all f i e l d s  of 
c r ea t i ve  endeavour - such as dist inguished 
members of t h e  medical and l e g a l  profess- 
ions,  leading s c i e n t i s t s  and t h e i r  achieve- 
ments - besides such i l l u s t r a t i v e  m a t e r i d s  
,as may be found i n  the  Na.tional Film Arch- 
i v e s  National Archi tec tura l  &chives,  and 
the hat iond.  Map Collection. Thus, four 
main History Divisions - Manuscripts, Maps, 
His to r ica l  T l lu s t r a t i ons  of all kinds, and 
the  special ized Archives Library - support 
the researcher ,  The documents and other  
p r imay  mate r ia l s  may not  be taken out on 
loan;  they must be consulted by the  spec- 
i a l i s t  usin.g them here i n  the  Building, but 
oU;C. study h a l l s  ( a  qu ie t  room, another 
where typewriters  m a y  be used, besides a 
t h i r d  with microfilm reading machines) re- 
main open 24 hours a day . th??o~gho~t the  
y e a  for  accredited students.  When the  doc- 
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menta ry  mate r ia l s  are on microfilm, these can be borrowed on in t e r -  
l i b r a r y  loan,  reproductions of mater ia ls  preserved i n  the Archives may 
a l so  be obtained at very reasonable r a t e s .  A t  present ,  too, i l l u s t r -  
ated fo lder  S are obtainable upon request ,  e n t i t l e d  : Public Archives 
of Canada; The Public Archive Library; The National Map Collection; 
Records Management Branch; along with brochures on - Tracin.g Your 
Ancestors i n  Canada; Protecting your Papers; and National. Ethnic Arch- 
ives .  Topical and commemorative exhibi t ions  follow one another i n  
severa l  d isplay  areas,  l a s t i n g  from a week f o r  smaller loans of spec- 
i a l i z e d  m a t e r i d s  - sometimes from other  countr ies  - t o  three  months 
or  more fo r  more extensive presentat ions (which may t r a v e l ,  subsequen- 
t l y ,  t o  o ther ,  in te res tnd  p a r t s  of Canada), F a c i l i t i e s  and resources 
i n  a l l  ~ a e a s  r a t e  among the  f i n e s t  i n  the  world, with a knowledgeable 
and dedicated s t a f f  of more .than 500 t o  help enquirers  and v i s i t o r s  
g e t  s t a r t ed  upon t h e i r  in.vesti.gations. ?, Conservation Laboratory 
employes the  bes t  modern s c i e n t i f i c  techniques t o  preserve these vari-  
ous matex-ials - whether documentary or i l l u s t r a t i v e .  

The Public Archives Records Management Branch a l so  provides an 
e f f ec t i ve  and economical storage and reference service. A s  a r e s u l t  
of scheduling, l a rge  volumes of dormant or low-act ivi ty records are  
taken over from the  governz:nt departments and placed i n  appropriate 
Records Centres now located a t  Toronto, Montreal and Vancouver as  
well  as  Ottawa; all of which come under the  Branch's management. Some 
of these government r e c o ~ d s  possessre la t ive ly  short-term administra- 
t i v e  value, but o thers  are kept f o r  long periods because of l e g a l  or 
f i s c a l  considerations, or fc?  the  protec t ion of r i gh t s .  I n  our Re- 
cords Centres, such rnate.rl.als are  safe ly  preserved, c l a s s i f i e d  and 
indexed? and can be made avai lable  t o  the  government a t  a few hours' 
not ice.  Reference services  are  rendered on these records with the  
permission of the g0vernmen.t departments whence the  papers o r ig ina te ;  
of course, they may be consulted by s p e c i a l i s t s  qua l i f i ed  t o  under- 
stand and use them i n  preparing responsible presenta t ions  of t h e i r  
content,  Two pa r t i cu l a r  types of records are  concentrated i n  Ottawa: 
those of serv:'.-c i n  the  federa l  g ~ v e ~ m e n t ,  and the  corresponding ones 
f o r  the Armed Forces, While spec ia l  ass is tance  i s  l imi ted  i n  the  case 
of the  former, a va r ie ty  of reference  a c t i v i t i e s  are  carr ied  out  for  
the  l a t t e r  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  discharge c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  va l idat ion of claims 
f o r  hosp i ta l i za t ion ,  pensions, immigration visas ,  employment applica- 
t i ons ,  and honours and decorations. I n  O . t t a ~ a  alone, our Records 
Management Branch s to r e s  over 73 miles  of boxed records,  and each year 
over 120,000 reference reques ts  a re  actioned. Nearly a s  many records 
are  stored and serviced i n  .the regional  centres .  A s  authorized, the  
Branch a lso  disposes annually of some 6b0000 cubic f e e t  of obsele te  
records,  thereby l i b e r a t i n g  12  miles  of shelving f o r  re-use. 
******** ******** *******;v *******+ ******** 
THE ONTARIO NUMISMATIST i s  published monthly by the  Ontario Numismatic 
Association . The publicat ion can be obtained with membersip i n  one 
of the  following categories:.- L i fe  Membership - $50. Regular Member- 
ship  - $4. annually Juniors  - $3. annually (up t o  l& years of age), : 

msband and Wife )6, annually, Club - $10. annually. 
Special  O.N.A. S i lver  Lapel Pins - $2.50. 

Remittance made paya'ble t o  the  OntLvio JTumisma'tic Association, C-o Mr. 
Bruce Raszmann, P,O. Box 33, Waterloo, Ontario 
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Despite all these  ramifact ions of a vas t  and growing en t e rp r i s e*  

only a beginning has been made on 'the e f f ec t i ve  securing and presex- 
vat ion of Canada's e s sen t i a l  records of her peop le t s  c rea t ive  a c t i v i t y  
i n  all f i e l d s  of achievement. Much of unique value perishes every 
day - old d i a r i e s ,  ?ournals ,  business ledgers ,  maps, p ic tu res ,  books, 
photograph albums w ~ t h  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s ?  scrapbooks, medallic souvenirs 
(even bapel but tons o r  badges f o r  pa r t i cu l a r  events  or  soc i e t i e s )  - 
when basements, a t t i c s ,  or garages are  cleaned out  or e s t a t e s  a re  
broken up - and sent  o f f  as  rubbish fo r  destruct ion.  Hence gou can, 
indeed, serve your Country by l i s t i n g  any old mate r ia l s  of &.he kind 
which appear t o  be of l a s t i n g  h i s t o r i c  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  the  Public 
Archives might be glad t o  obtain by g i f t ,  through purchase, or  on 
temporary loan  f o r  microfi.lming any documents of importance should the  
possessor wish t o  r e t a i n  o r ig ina l s ,  Xlmgly wri te ,  giving d e t a i l s  on 
the  matter i n  hand, t o  :The Dominion Archivist ,  Publzc ,bchives,  395 
Wellington S t r ee t ,  Ottawa, I U A .  O N 3 ,  Canada. 

During recen t  years ,  too, the  Public Archives has become act ively  
engaged i n  the  assembling of an e f f ec t i ve  National Medal Col lec t ion 
t o  cover &l areas of i n t e r e s t  and types of mate r ia l  - h i s t o r i c a l ,  
educational,  r e l i g tous  l a p e l  badges? commemoratives of aZ1 kinds, 
honours and awards (boih c i v i l  and mzli tary)  , as  well  a s  s i gn i f i can t  
pr ivate  co l lec t ions  - these  i n  metals,  p l a s t i c ,  g lass ,  wood, c lo th ,  
even carton and paper among mate r ia l s  employed f o r  them! I n  t h i s  re- 
gard, the  Ontario Numismatic h s soc i a t i on l s  presenta t ion each year of 
i t s  Convention Medals i n  Si lver  and Bronze, beau t i fu l ly  housed i n  a 
spec ia l ly  gold-inscribed p l a s t i c  case - since 1962, when your f i n e  
bgan iza t i on  began - i s  g rea t ly  appreciated and vdluorl. These may be 
seen upon request  by i n t e r e s t ed  O.N.1Z. members v i s i t i n g  Ottawa, and 
they w i l l  appear on public d i s p l w  more frequently as soon a s  t h i s  
can be securely arranged. 
******** ******** ******** * * * W * * * *  ******** 

BUYING COINS 

By Ken Wilmot S t ra t fo rd  Coin Club 
Few t r u e   collection^^^ of coins, a s  distinguist.led from "accumu- 

l a t i o n s t t  of coins,  a re  b u i l t  so le ly  out  of the  specimens which a re  
found i n  change, parking metres, church colloc,tLon.s, banks and a 
var ie ty  of other  similar sources, I t ' s  fun t o  look f o r  a lucky f i nd  
but it can a l so  be a very time-consuming and disappointing experience* 
Unless youtre the  only co l lec to r  around, which i s  highly unl ikely ,  you ' l l  
f i n d  t h a t  ucompetitionu has already x..noved the  eggs from the  nes t .  

If you are  the  r ec ip i en t  of a co l lec t ion  a s  a g i f t ,  no matter how 
modest, congratulLationsI You have a s t a r t i n g  point.  The next l o g i c a l  
move i s  t o  buy .those coins you w a n t  and can afford from one or more 
recognized dealers .  If any are  located  i n  yowr mea ,  you should be- 
come fami l ia r  with them the  kind of s a l e s  rooms they mdnta in ,  and 
t h e i r  pricing policy. if they have plenty of patience with the  novice, 
so much the  be t t e r  1 

The advertisements of coin dealer  S i n  numismatic publ ica t ions  i s  
among the  bes t  ways of learning what i s  avai lable.  These advertise- 
ments w i l l  a l so  enable you t o  compare p r i ce s  on coins of l i k e  condi- 
t ion. This i s  a des i rab le  s i t u a t i o n  from your standpoin't. 

( ~ o o d  work, Ken, look forward t o  more from your pen) 
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FOREIGN COINAGE STRUCK AT OTTAWA 
By R. W. Zrwin 

If, f o r  the  purposes of t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  we def ine  l ' foreigntf t o  
mean off-shore then a number of fore ign coinages have been s t ruck  at 
t h e  Ottawa mint. 

The gold  sovereign.^ of 1908 t o  1919 with the  "Cl1 mint, mark f i t  
t h i s  de f in i t ion .  Since much has been wr i t t en  about t h i s  i s sue  we w i l l  
not  dwell on it here. 

From January 2, 1908 t o  December 1, 1931 the mint was the  Ottawa 
Branch of the  Roy,al Mint and struck coins under the  Imperial Coinage 
Act of 1870. Coinages were l a rge ly  assi.gned t o  the  Ottawa Branch as 
a matter of convenience by the Royal Mint. 

During World W a r  1 the  Ottawa mint was very busy re f in ing  metal 
and doing other w a r  work. This work declined i n  l a t e  1918 and. i n  
November and December the  Ottawa mint undertook t o  s t r i k e  coins i n  
copper-nickel f o r  Jamaica, I n  l a t e  1919 an addi t ional  s t r i k ing  was 
undertaken i n  anlourits a s  shown below. The mFnt mark IrC'l  was included 
i n  the design, The metal blanks were obtained from the  United S ta tes ,  

Number of Pieces Struck Value 
Y- 1.0 Y - J l 1  5(-12 S 

Newfoundland coinages have been s m a l l  but were undertaken by L > 
Ottawa, f i r s t  as  a Branch of the Royal Mint during World War 1 i n  1917, 
1918, 1919 and 1920, The Newfoundland 20@ piece had long been a pro- 
blem t o  Canada and i n  1917 the  opportunity was taken t o  refuse  t o  
s t r i k e  it and t o  negot ia te  f o r  new weights t o  conform t o  Canadian coins. 
!The s t r i k i n g  of 25@ coins was i n i t i a t e d .  The chsnges were sanctioned 
by Royal Proclamation March 30, 1917. Since the  years  and mintage 
are  avai lable  t o  most co l l ec to r s  they w i l l  not  be repeated here,  

li?orld W a r  l1 was the  means through which addi t ional  mintages were 
undertalren a t  Ottawa. These began i n  1940 and contin.ued through 194.7, 
the  l a s t  mintage f o r  Ne~vfoundland. Coins f o r  Newfoundland s t ruck a t  T 

Ottawa all bear the  t r C 1 r  m i n t  mark. 
December 1, 1931 the  mint became independent and was ca l led  the  

Royal Canadian Mint, Uhder t h i s  new organizat ion the re  was no auth- 
o r i t y  t o  s t r i k e  fore ign coinages. 

A Proclamation dated September 9?  1937 under the Department of 
Finance and Treaswry Board Act 1937 permitted the  making of coins a t  
the  Royal Canadian Mint f o r  other B r i t i s h  dominions or colonies,  or 
for . a fore ign s t a t e ,  and s e t  f o r t h  t h e  b e r m s  and conditions under 
which coins could be made* Important terins and conditions were: 
1. The Minister of Finance should make an agreement i f  the re  was a 

formal reques t  through the  Department of External .!lffairs; 
2, SuV'ect t o  the  approval of the  Governor-General i n  Council; 
3. Not i n t e r f e r e  with the necessary work of the  Royal Canadian Mint 

f o r  the  government of Canada, 
A con t rac t  was off ered by the  Dominican Repulbic i n  1937. The 

d i e s  were made at the  Royal Mint, no mint mark was included i n  the  de- 
signs. De ta i l s  of t h i s  1937 i s s u e  follow: 



r" .E.?%..?--& 
Y-1.5 1 Centave, '13rsn:m 1,000,000 pieces,  3 g r m o s  
Y-16 5 Centavcs, cupro-nickel 2,000 ?000 pieces,  5 g n  

10 Centavos, si17t??, 900f :L7000,000 pieces,  2.' gn 
25 Centavos, s i lvw, 903f Y- l 5'60,000 pieces,  6.t gn 

Y- l9  50 Centavos, s i l . v ~ * r  . ,  , 9OOf 500,000 pieces,  1 2 3  gn 
On April 1, 1969 the  Royal Canadian Min-t was created a Crown 

Corpo~at ion.  One of the  co:rpoi.ato powers was t o  produce ca:'Llis fo r  
countr ies  other than Canada. ForcsSgn coinages t o  the  end of 1972 
have been fo r  : 
1971 Yeman 5 f i l s  2,000,000 bronze 
1.971 Iceland i. Brona 2 ; 200 5 00i) cc-, n i  
19'72 Iceland 1 kro:in 3 , C,Q@ ,000 cu-nj. 
I972 Venezuela 5 cn11.ki.me L10,0r30 ,, 000 cu-ni . . 

16  cantimss 6 ~ ~ 0 0 6 , 0 3 3  cu--ni 

I n  addit ion t o  the  abavct rmmismnt3.c coinages were unda::takeix i n  
1971 and 197% :i.n oerying ar2cc-.ts c112 donotxinations f o r  Jamaica, 
Eahanas, Bermuda, Is13 of M m . ,  Caymcn I s ,  and Iran,, 
: X * * * * * * *  9. ,.,', ,: y ; <  i 4 ... .....,.., m,.. ..,: *>:<**:.,>:K>>* **%%%:<>K*(<* > X * * * * *  

1 3  OP C CI:N S I - ~ J  S 
Listed below &?c! tl:s p:i.on:js:.d C U ~ ~ I .  club annual shows with d&es and. 
'bang,uets, I'lense cb:?c::r_ tlilsc r;5 S,::;. i f  ;my of the  da t e s  w i 1 1  c o n f l i c t  
with your club P s shr,i.r,. 

. . 
Sept. 1 5  .- Hurc~l~la K~~,rL-: .~::~.~:i i :  ~!..c;;~lc:j.&~f.cn 1 3 t h  annual show and 

.bltl.n:,~r? s:,.;.:.~:~ .- '-':- Ec,yT;.i:l.d M a l l ,  Bmr ie .  D e t a i l s  from 
. r Richarc? I",.;;. c. .. ' . ; " n e r 9  On.tari.0 

Sept, 23 Loncio:.l Kumi. ;.il.:~;r:.e Sqc-: . e'i ,g -4s1nual. Coin Show and Banquet 
a t  t!is Cr,-.cu:::!. ;.;r,-k31., 1,dcl.ling.t': -I St .  South, London, Ont. 

Sept. 23 - Niagcya Ir-lL~...; L ..,l pat.: c:i~.al. Coin and S-tamp Show i n  St. May ' S 
Catho:Li.c FI?:i.l., i,'?).~ 3 b4n.i.n St.  South, Niagar a Fa l l s ,  Ont, 
(3 h l -ock . . f ~ r - m  .;.ls), Furthe? information, wr i t e ,  
Nia~c::?~. I~l.tc;:~nationnI, Posta l  S t a t i on  F.,  Box 235, 
HaYnLl.-ton, a1.t 

Sept, 2 - 1C.ltchencr. Co5.1: C ' i ~ b  L~tlua.1 Show and Banquet In St .  -4ndrews 
Presbyterian Church FIall, corner Weber and Queen S t r e e t s  
De ta i l s  lis bo?u.sc t o  Ted Turanski, Ill Lancaster S.t, ~ a s e ,  
and d i sp lays  -to Jack Craig, 105 Lancaster St .  E. Kitchener. 

Oct, 6- S a ~ n l a  Kumism?~tl.c Socl.ety s p ~ n s o r i n g  the  Bluewater In te r -  
na t iona l  Coin Shox :i.il t,+2 Villz.ge Inn, 751 N, Christi.ne 
St ,  Boursn, e t c ,  f:cc;-i Czi.1. Williamson, 931 Groendde 
Avenue, Sarnia, Ontario, 

Oct. 1 3  - Canadian Young Piucul;lisnatists (C.Y,N, , )  F i r s t  Show i n  the 
Confedev2:i;ion  id Slorlr Roc:,in.s of the  Royal York Hotel, 
Toronto, OnL, JA.splny Ch~l.rrn:~n - Gary Mil ler ,  P. 0. Box 
252, S ta t ion  t lR1t ,  Toronto 17,  Bourse -. Les l ie  Brown, 
11 Minto St,, Toronltc, Ont, 

Oct. l 3  - Chmplain Coin Cl.uS, 0 1 1 a  annual coin show and banquet 
i n  tlrc 0:?211g5 ITa!.:17 Orj.ll%a, Ontarioa 

Oct, 14- TilIsorlb:rr.: Ccjn Cl.ub P..~.nual Show Sn the  Or.ange F I a l l ,  Brock 
St:eet, Ti:!L:l.:;o;:.bu?:g. 11n.tails r e  bourse t o  Chas. B. Lalster 
No. 3 EPig::~>~;ly, 'i'Lllsonburg and GeneTal Chairman - Geo, 
Reynae-t, 1 b l  PP?:; Avenue? Delhi, Ontario, 
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Oct 20 - St. CatharLnes Coin Club Annual Show and Banquet i n  
Westminster United Church Parish H a l l ,  Queenston S t , ,  
St. Catharines, Ont. -01 enquir ies  t o  Iloward H i l l ,  
1 Hayes S t r ee t ,  S t .  Catharines, ht, 

Oct. 21 - St ra t fo rd  Coin Club annual show and auction. For bourse 
and display information wri te  t o  S t ra t fo rd  Coin Club, 
P.O. Box 262, S t ra t fo rd ,  Ontario 

Oct. 27 - Toronto Coin Club Annual Show i n  the  Royal York's Confed- 
e r a t i on  and Tudor Rooms on the  Main Mezzanine, Toronto. 
Bourse Chairman, Toronto Coin Club, 100 Front S t r e e t  West, 
Toronto l, O n t a i o  fo r  d e t a i l s ,  

Nov. 1 - Cham;?lain Coin Club annudl banquet i n  St .  Davids Anglican 
Church H a l l ,  O r i l l i a ,  Ontario. 

Nov. L~. - Windaor Coin Club annual show a t  t h e  Holiday Inn, 480 
Riverside Drive West, Windsor from 10.00 a,m, t o  6.00 p.m. 
De ta i l s  r e  bourse, e t c .  t o  Ciarth Kuentzel, 3429 Dominion 
Blvd., Wj.ndsor, Ontario. 

19'74 
NAR, 30-31 -0.N.A. Convention a t  the  Sheraton-Brock Hotel, Niagara 

Fa l l s .  De ta i l s  r e  bourse, e tc .  t o  I-Ioward H i l l ,  1 Hayes 
S t r e e t ,  St. Catharines. De ta i l s  r e  rese rva t ions  e tc .  
next month. 

* * * M * * * *  * *M** * * *  ***>$**>X::< ****>>M*:* * * * * *M*  

C . N . 9 .  CONVfiNTION - DELECATE'S REPORT (Ye Zed) 
Saskatoon July,  1973, was t h e  s e t t i ng  of one of t h e  bes t  C.N.A. Con- 
vantions.:i  have ever attended. I n  all, thore were approximately 30 
clubs, associa t ions  and socle . t ies  representing t h e i r  various clubs. 
A t  t h e  delegates  meeting, it was qui-te obvious t h a t  'the delegates  
showed keen i n t e r e s t  i n  the  convention and, i t  would appear? t h a t  the  
C.N. B. executive returnec! t h a t  i n t e r e s t .  I t  was disappoin-tlng t h a t  
Mr. Paul Sigers  was unable t o  a t tend,  who was responsible f o r  the  club 
progran? due t o  the pressures of business. 
MT. 3 .  Douglas Perguson, one of the most knowledgeable numismatists 
i n  attendance, addressed the  meeting and brough't out  some very i n t e r -  
es t ing  poin.ts. Br ie f ly ,  as  follows: 
(a )  a f t e r  showing a s l i d e  progran t r y  t o  have some knowledgeable per- 

son avai lable  t o  answer quest ions on the s l i de s .  
(b) i f  you have a guest speaker, l i m i t  h i s  ac tual  t a l k  -to a spec i f i c  

time i n  order t o  leave time f o r  discussion on h i s  subject.  
( c )  senior  and junior membership attendance a t  your meetings? t r y  not  

t o  l e t  your program be top-heavy i n  favour of e i t h e r  senlors  or 
junior S. I f  junior S become extremely ac t ive  suggests s t a t i n g  a 
junior club or meeting night .  

No ser ious  problems were forthcoming from delegates  b u t  c e r t d n  club 
(and/or) associa t ions  mentioned r epo r t s  on t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  One 
worthy of mention was the  Chas. B. La i s te r  award of the  O.N,B., given 
t o  the  club f o r  the  bes t  club d.l.splay a t  the 0,N.A. Convention. 
One of the  h igh l igh t s  of the  Convention was the  presenta t ion of the  
J 0  Douglas Ferguson Award  t o  Mr, E ,  Victor Sne1.l of S t ,  Catharines. This 
beau t i fu l  gold medal was presented t o  Victor who received a standing 
ovation. Although I was only thore  f o r  four days every hour of the  day 
and evening there  was something t o  off e r  the  co l lec to r ,  h i s  wLfe and 
qu i t e  of ten  both together ,  i n  a l l  a f i r s t  r a t e  convention. 
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SIMPLIFIED GRADING GUIDE 
For the  benef i t  of C.Y.N. Junior collen.tors, we l i s t  below general  
grading terms and descr ip t ions  current ly  used by co l l ec to r s  and deal- 
e r s  i n  North America. 

CONDITION OF' COINS, TOIUNS ANE PAPER MONEY 
The following a re  accepted. de f in i t i ons  of condition c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  
of coins, tokens and medals, 
PROOF - Special ly s truck from polished d i e s  fo r  co l l ec to r s  or for 

presenta t ion purposes. These specimens have a mirror- l ike 
surf ace. 

PROOF-LIKE - Select  choice specimens of regular  s t r ik ings ,  especia l ly  
handled and f r e e  of abrasions, nicks and scratches.  

- B r i l l i a n t  Uncirculated. I n  new condition with f u l l  o r ig ina l  
mint l u s t r e ,  May have minor bag abrasions. 

A. U. - About Uncirculated, Where a coin or token i s  between B.U. 
and E,F. 

E F - Extremely f ine .  S l i gh t ly  c i rcula ted  with only f d n t  evidence lem- 
of wear. - Very Fine. Shows only s l i g h t  wear on higher pa r t s  of design, 
such as c i r c l e t  of coronet on Victorian i s sues ,  and of crown 
on Ki.ng George V i ssues ;  leaves  a r ~  s h a p  on wreathed Victor- 
i a  head. 

FINE - More wear on higher pa r t s  than i n  Very Fine. Lower l e f t  r i m  - 
of c i r c l e t  (Victoria)  and c i r c l e t  of George V crown worn d.- 
most through. Leaves on wreathed head a l l  show, but  not  too 
sharp. 

V.  G,-- Very Good. Much wear but  main f ea tu re s  of design and legend 
c lear .  L i t t l e  d e t a i l  i n  c i r c l e t  (Vic to r ia ) ,  and only p a r t  of 
leaves  showing on wTea'thed head. 

Gd - - Good. In sc r ip t i ons  and da te  considerably worn but l eg ib le .  
The following are  the  accepted and f a m i l i i : ~  terms of grading of paper 
money as published i n  the  Canadian Paper Money Society ' S  o f f i c a l  
grading guid$.  
Uncirculated - A per fec t  note,  c r i s p  and clean as when new and with- 

out any creases or blemishes. Colours have o r ig ina l  bright-  
ness. (The grade CU i s  now used t o  i nd i ca t e  t h a t  a note  i n  
question i s  Crisp Uncirculated).  

Extremely Fine - Crisp and clean as when new, but  with minor creases 
or blemishes. Colours have o r ig ina l  brightness.  

Verv F$= - Fai r ly  c r i s p  and clean, but with some creases  and other  
s igns of having been i n  c i rcu la t ion .  - A well  c i rcu la ted  n.ote, but  s t i l l  firm, a l i t t l e  so i l ing  or 
fading of colour S ,  

Very CO& - A whole note,  with some signs of edge fraying dcunaged 
corners and perhaps some so i l ing  and fading of coiours,  Some 
wear evident a t  creases.  

Good-Poor -Unless very scarce, notes i n  these condit ions m e  not  usu- 
a l l y  co l l ec t i b l e .  They are  very worn, d i r t y ,  faded and gener- 
,Illy unatl;ract.ive, of ten  with t e a r s  or pieces missing. 

(Thanks t o  the  Canadian Numismatic Association Journal) 
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THE COINAGE OF THE FIJ I  ISLANDS 

By Chris  Brooker L.N0 S. 
The F i j i  1s:Lands group consl.sts of 322 islands s i tua ted  about 

1100 miles north of New Zealand and 3,000 miles easE of Austral ia .  
Most of the i s lnnds  are of volcanic o r ig in  wi'th the remainder being 
c o r d  a t t o l s .  Of the  106 populated i s l ands ,  there  ~ a e  two m,ain ones 
,ad the  c a p i t a l  c i t y ,  ca l led  Suva, i s  located on the  i s l and  of Vite 
Levu. 

The F i j i  group was f i r s t  discovered by the  famous Dutch navigator 
Tasman i n  16k3, The i s l ands  cover an area  of 7083 square miles,  with 
f o r e s t r y  being the  main industry.  The pz30duction of bananas, coconuts, 
Land sugar-cane being the  secondary industry;  but  within the  next few 
years ,  the  t o u r i s t  tr ado ~ 5 . 1 1  c e r t a in ly  become the  major i.ndus'try. 

B r i t i s h  i n t e r e s t  i n  the  i s l ands  began i r z  1874, when, on October 
l o t h ,  F i j i  became a Crown Colony of the  B r i t i s h  Empire. 1% was not  
u n t i l  1934 t h a t  F i j i  had i t s  own coi.nage, the  coinage of Aus t ra l i a  
being used from 1910, c i rcu la t ing  a t  pa r '  with the  B r i t i s h  pound, un- 
t i l .  the  d i f f e r e n t  exchange r a t e s  between the  B r i t i s h  and Austral ian 
pounds necess i ta ted  a d i s t i n c t i v e  coinage fo r  F i j i .  

The f i r s t  i s sue  i n  1934 consisted of a sil.ver f l o r i n ,  s h l l l i n g  
and sixpence, arid a cupro-nickel penny and halfpenny, The obverse of 
the  s i l v e r  coins have the  crowned bust  of George V facing l e f t ,  as  on 
the  coins of New Zealand: : t h e  reverse  of the  f l o r i n  bears  the  coat-of- 
arms of the  Colony; .the s h i l l i n g  a nat ive  boat;  and, the  sixpence a 
t u r t l e .  The penny and halfpenny have a centre hole and no bust .  

F i j i  i s  one of the few countr ies  t o  i s sue  coinage fo r  the  r e ign  
of Edward V 1 1 1 ,  which was issued pr io r  t o  h i s  abdica,tion i n  December, 
1936. This i s sue  consisted of the  one penny denomination and bears  
the  legend EDWARD V l l l  K I N G  EMPEROR. 

The coinage of George V 1  continued w:ith the  same reverses  as  the  
previous re ign,  and, on -the obverse, the  crowned head facing l e f t  and 
bearing the  legend GEORGE V 1  RING EMPERCR, I n  lg1t2 and 19b3,due t o  
wartime shortages of n icke l ,  the  penny and halfpenny were s t ruck i n  
brass.  The next i s sue ,  i n  3-949, raver t ing  t o  cupro-nickel. ILI 1947 
a new denomination was ndded which consisted of a twelve-sicled three- 
penny piece, s t ruck i n ,  brass ,  with the reverse showing a na t ive  hut. 
The legend was changed a f t e ~  1947 .to read GEOHGE THZ SIXTH ICINGm 

The i s sues  of Zlizabetb 1.1 bear a crowned head facing r i g h t ,  with 
the legend ELIZABETH l1 QUEEN. The reverses  follow the  previous types. 
The hdfpenny was withdrawn during the mid- f i f t i e s  as  a p r io r  s t ep  t o  
decimalization* also,  the  coins p r io r  t o  the re ign  of Elizabeth were 
withdrawn f o r  t h e i r  bu l l ion  v d u e .  .U1 the  coins of Xlizabeth Were 
s t ruck i n  cupro-nickel, with the  exception of the  three-pence. The 
coins p r io r  .to these were s truck i n  .TOO f i n e  s i l v e r .  

On JanuaT;y 13 th ,  1969 F i j i  changed over t o  a decimal currency 
based on 100 cents  .to .the doll*, a d o l l a r  being the  equivalent of 10 
s h i l l i n g s  of the  old currency, and issued i n  denominations of cupro-. 
n ickel  $$l, 20 cents ,  10 cents  and 5 cents ,  plus bronze 2 cents  and 
1 cent.  U.1 coins feti ture the  bust  of Queen Elizabeth,  by Arnold Machin, 
on the  obverse; m.d the reverse designs a re ,  $1 -- the  coat-of-arms* 
20# -- a ceremonial whale tooth;  lop' -- a throwing club" 5# -- a ~ i j i a n  
drum; 2g -- a. Pi j i an  fan.; and l@ -- a Kava bowl. Kava Leing the  nat- 
i ona l  drink,  which i s  made from the  pounded roo-t of the pepper p lant ,  



. . - -. . 
.,.  

Page 80 

-U1 coins of F i j i  have been -struck a t  the  Royal Mint, England, 
with the  exception. oT the  1941 and 1942 dates ,  which were s t ruck  a t  
the  San ~ r a n c i . s q o ~ - ~ i n t ,  U.S,Ac None of the  mintages are l a rge  and 
most of the  .coins havia& been withdrawn, a complete date  s e t  would be 
a challen,ge t o  cornplate although the  co in . , se r ies  star-Led l e s s  than 1 40 years  ago, 
******** **+***as ****h*** ******** ******::* 

T I B  EFFECT OF WCI13I;D W@i 11 ON CANADIAN COINS 
By J. Dewyze 

-!ybody who was a l i ve  during World W a r  11 k n ~ y s  t h a t  .there was 
a va s t  d i f ference  between l i v ing  standards i n  C a n d a  and i n  B r i t a i n  
or tho U,S,,.and ye t ,  whlle the  coLns of B r i t a i n  were v i r t u a l l y  un- 
changed during the  w a r  years ,  those of Canada were  a l t e ~ e d  by wartime 
circumstances. These changes included new designs, new metals and the  
appearance of U.S. mint-mwks, 

@though there  was no food ra t ioning i n  Canada t o  the  .=tent there  
was i n  B r i t a i n ,  and the  W* brought a 'great  geal. of pposperity t o  the  
home f r o n t  even i f  some itpms I l k 6  gasoline were hard t p  ge t ,  the  
nickal. was r a d i ~ d l y  changod no fewer than three  times i n  as  inan 
Y B U S ,  and u d i s t i n c t i v e  wat ime product i n  four y e u s ,  1942, 19t3$ 
19"4 and 1945. 

The i s sue  of? these coins cqinc$&d. with .Canadat F: growing PnvePve= 
men-t i n  the  w a r ,  A small Canadian force  W ~ E  overwhelmed a t  Hong Kaag 
i n  l a t e  December, lq$l,,. Canadians formed the  mnjofiky df fdT?c3B@ %a 
the  Dieppe r a i d  of $942, and by the  f a l l  of 1943 a 'Cmadian corps Vbs 
f igh t ing  i r ~  I t a l y .  The major commttment cane with D-D,ay and continued 
u n t i l  the  end of th4 w a ,  

Late i n  1942 nlakcJ. was abandoned f o r  coinage and the  Canadian 
5-cent coin became ffTOMBACft, an a l loy  of 88% copper and 12% zinc. 
Although the  Ottawa Mint re-tained the  old design, which had the  King 
on the obverse and the beaver gracing the  reverse ,  i t  ch,mged the  
shape 'to 12- sided. This e f f ec t i ve ly  prevented the  new "n icke l f f  being 
confused with the  current  cent. I t  a l so  e f f ec t i ve ly  kept the  coin from 
c i rcu la t ing  i n  the  United Sta-tes. The customary round '%nickelff  used t o  
en te r  c i r cu l a t i on  i n  the  S ta tes ,  even though Canadian Coins were not  
popular there  a t  the  time l 

The following year the OttawaMint issued aq unusual new design, 
a propaganda motif akin t o  contemporary remfrlders t h a t  there  was a 
w a r  going on. Thomas Shingles,  chief engraver a t  Ottawa, produced a 
new reverse which featured a prominent V ,  wi th in  which was a flnming 
torch. Above 'the V and torch was ftC,uladaff, and below "centstf .  The V 
thus  symbolized Victory while a l so  ind ica t ing  the  v d u e ,  Canada re- 
ta ined the  brass  al loy i n  1943, but  the  next y e a  sub#kL~t;u.t;ad chromium- 
plated s t e e l  and kept t h a t  through 1945. I n  1911-6 'bhe ffnLckel" boome 
n icke l  again. .(': 

>~ w&i@~h&% @.@P@ 
ga.sh@r . I@&i.f~3. 

in use, &&&jii 
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D I D  YOU KNOW L: 
A Revolutionary Coin i s  a coin issued by an  'insukg6nt 

Government. 
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NEW MEMBZRS 

Applications published i n  the  July- August i s sue  of the  Ontario Nmis- 
mat i s t  have now been accepted. The following appl ica t ions  have been 
received, i f  no wr i t t en  object ions are  received, t h e i r  acceptance w i l l  
be acknowledged i n  the  October i s sue  of the  Ontario Nwnismatist. 

C74 North York C 0 b k  Club, Box 294, Willowdale, Ontario 

902 L, B. Fletcher 1833 Elmridge Dr., Ottawa, Ont. K; J 6R8 
******** ******** ******** ******** ****** 
LATE C O I N  SHOW NEWS 
Nov. 3, 1973 - Oshawa and D i s t r i c t  Coin Club 13 th  Annual Coin Show 

t o  be held a t  the  Midtown M a l l ,  Oshawa. Show Chairman 
(or i s  it show chai r  lady) Larayne Pleay, 200 Bond S t .  E., Oshawa. 

It w i l l  be noted t h a t  we have publicized the  London Numis- 
matic Society'  S show f o r  Sept. 23rd. It  i s  with r e g r e t  t h a t  we have 
t o  announce t h a t  due t o  circumstances beyond t h e i r  control  the  exec- 
u t i ve  have found it necessary t o  cancel t h e i r  show a t  t h i s  time. 
De ta i l s  r e  t h e i r  new show da te  w i l l  be published when received. 
Thank you, L.N.S. 
*******S$ * * * * * ~ % X ~ * *  ******** ******** ****** 
TI-IIS ' N THAT 

F i r s t l y  I would l i k e  t o  pass on a message from Mr. Alfred 
Pe t r i e ,  curator of Ehe Medal Collection. Public Archives. Ottawa. 
whereih he i n v i t e s  those of our member h u b s  and/or non-hember d u b s  
who have i n  the  pas t  years  issued conmemorative medals or medallions 
t o  contr ibute one f o r  each year they have been s t ruck i n  order t o  keep 
the  medal col lect ion.  as  complete a s  poss ib leo  I pa r t i cu l a r ly  would re- 
commend t h e  following clubs t o  contr ibute mehals they have s t ruck i n  
the  pas t ,  e.g. WOODSTOCK,BKANTPORD,RICHMOND HILL TORONTO CENTRAL C O I N  
CLUB, HAMILTON COIN CLUB, ST, CATHARINES COIN C L ~ B  md MANY OTI~ERS t o  
please contr ibute t o  help a  r e a l  worthy cause ... , Speaking of medals 
I now r e f e r  t o  0.N-A. Convention medals, I f ind  we have a surplus f o r  
the  years  1969, 1971, 1972 and 1973, bronze, s i l v e r  and go ld- f i l l ed ,  
of which we wish t o  dispose, Members w i l l  be receiving f u l l  d e t a i l s  
of medals avai lable ,  p lus  cases,  e t c .  within the  next three  .to four  
weeks. We would suggest t h a t  you check your co l lec t ion  f o r  any of 
these  years  you are  missing and a l so  any of the  e a r l i e r  years, f o r  
while we cannot promise t o  f i l l  all orders  f o r  the  years  1962-1968 in- 
c lus ive  we w i l l  s incere ly  t r y  our be s t  t o  f i l l  a l l  orders  sent ,  FuLl 
d e t a i l s  as t o  ordering the  above medds  l a t e r  . . ,, C.N,E. 1973.. . 
Once again a l l  show cases were completely f i l l e d  with exh lb i t s  due 
e n t i r e l y  t o  the  unse l f i sh  e f f o r t s  of the  worthy few who every year show 
UP 9 not  only t o  contr ibute  t h e i r  exh ib i t s ,  but t o  help with the  work of 
s e t t i ng  up, e t c ,  I t  i s  t o  these hard-working people t h a t  I wish t o  
express my g r a t e f u l  thanks fo r  your help, without which t h a w  would 
have been no show t h i s  year. Up t o  the  time of wri t ing we are s t i l l  
not  c e r t a n  t h a t  '. Jacgues Car t i e r  Mint w i l l  be able t o  s t r i k e  the  
C.N.13. medals fo r  l972 and 73 t o  bring your co l l ec t i on  up to -da t e .  We 
have been assured by Mrs. Rhode t h a t  everything possible w i l l  be done 
t o  t h i s  end.. . . , This has been a f u l l  Bui le t in ,  and with most coin 
clu'bs closing down for  the  summer months there  has, of course, been no 
club news received, t h i s  important item w i l l  be p a r t  of the  October 
Bullet in. .  . Have a happy day 

Ye Ed - 30 - 




