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HOW ABOUT ARGUMENT 
on 

WHA!c IS JmMISMA!cICS? ? ? ? 

By R* W. Irwin 
The Ontario Numismatic Association, 

by v i r t ue  of i t s  corporate name, professes 
t o  promote numismatics i n  Ontario. Well, 
i s  t h i s  f a c t  or  f i c t i o n ?  I t  depends on 
how deeply you look at  t h i s  r a the r  contro- 
vers ia l  subject.. 

Many people regard numismatics as 
simply coin col lec t ing,  a pleasant  hobby 
f o r  chi ldren and r e t i r e d  people. The puri- 
tan d e f i n i t i o n  as  s e t  f o r t h  by Webster i s  
"the sc9ence of coins and medalsI1. Science 
i s  fu r the r  defined a s  systematized know- 
ledge. Contemporary p rac t i ce  i s  t o  include 
paper currencies i n  t h e  general study of 
numi smati CS. 

I n  1965 E lv i r a  Clain-Stefanel l i  corr- 
e c t l y  summarized t h a t  "In Canada, modern 
numismatics i s  viewed often as a de l i gh t fu l  
hobby of col lec t ing na t iona l  coins and 
tokens i n  numerous var ie%ies  and the  current  
t rend seems t o  emphasize handy catalogues 
f o r  col lec tors .  No major study can be found 
which can compare wi th  the  c l a s s i c  works on 
Canadian numismatics published i n  the  pas t  
century by Joseph Leroux and by P.N. Bretonll. 
While she r i g h t f u l l y  r e f e r s  t o  Adam S h o r t t ' s  
work on Nova Sco t ia  f i nanc i a l  h i s to ry  and 
the  Canadian Numismatic Journdl as sources 
of  shor t  a r t i c l e s  the  conclusion s t i l l  stands 
i n  1973 t h a t  l i t t l e  of substance had been 
added since she wrote these words. 

The answer must appear, i n  p a t ,  by 
words wr i t t en  a century ago by James R. 
Snowden i n  h i s  book on Ancient and Modern 
Coins, 1860, 

"In giving a h i s to ry  of the coins ,., we 
aha l l  not go so far i n t o  the  d e t a i l s  of the  
subject  as t o  take no t ice  of the  d i f f e r e n t  
f f ~ a r i e t i e s l t  caused by cracked d ies ,  the  
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addi t ion  or  omission of a l e a f  i n  the  l a u r e l ,  a l a rger  or smaller 
l ' e t t e r  i n  the  legend or  insc r ip t ion ,  and the  countless  other  min- 
u t e  and scarcely definable d i f ferances  which are  found, upon c lose  
examination, t o  e x i s t  i n  the  coins of nearly every year i n  which 
they have been issued. These l i t t l e  t e c h n i c a l i t i e s  may be import- 
an t  t o  those co l l ec to r s  of coins who pay more regard t o  t h e  s e l f i s h  
des i r e  of having something which no one e l s e  possesses than t o  the  
h i s t o r i c  or  a r t i s t i c  i n t e r e s t  which a t taches  t o  a coinI1, 

Why do people c o l l e c t  these~~var~.eties!;/!? A p a r t  from the  explana- 
t i o n  above it i s  ppob&bly t h a t  they s t a r t ed  a s  a co l lec to r  of t h e  
Canadian s e r i e s  - t h a t  i s  year by ever las t ing  year only t o  f i nd  they 
s t a r t e d  a t  the  wrong end of the  s e r i e s ,  t h a t  i s ,  tkey l e f t  the  scarce 
ones t o  the  l a s t ,  You don ' t  win p r i ze s  with holes i n  your se r ies .  
Instead of spending time prof i t ab ly  i n  the  h i s t o r i c a l  and f i nanc i a l  
aspects  of type co l lec t ing  where the re  e x i s t s  some areas  f o r  new know- 
ledge, they rever ted  t o  the  l e s s  demanding and inexpensive chore of 
ac t ing as qua l i t y  control  f o r  the  mint - maybe they should be on t h e i r  
pwroL1. 

So much f o r  "varl .etiesn. Is  i t  numismatics? I n  my view only i f  
a determined independent e f f o r t  i s  made t o  corroLato the  problem with 
the  manufacturing process, but  why do you need both the 1950 and 1955 
Amprior var ie ty ,  one i l l u s t r a t e s  the  type of problem. 

A t  t h e  O.N.A. annual convention and at many l o c a l  coin shows the re  
i s  usual ly a category ca l led   miscellaneous^^ which i n f e r  S the  m a t e r i d  
i n  t h i s  category i s  not  spec i f i c  t o  any of the  other  more d e f i n i t e  
categories .  Because the  event i s  sponsored by a numismatic group you 
would f u l l y  expect t h a t  t h e  i tems exhibi te* would be only of a numis- 
matic character* Not so, at events  all over the Province the  hard- 
pressed judges a re  asked t o  c a s t  an opinion on the  worthiness a s  a 
numismatic i tem of such far out  things as  mi l i t a ry  badges and ins ign ia?  
bowling pins,  buttons, odd pieces of paper and other  miscel lania.  ThEs 
i s  surely an imposition the  judges should not  accept, The f a u l t  must 
l i e  with t h e  exh ib i t  chairman who i s  primarily responsible f o r  s t a t i ng  
what i s  a numismatic item. I n  my view the  Miscellaneous category must 
be reserved f o r  numismatic items. 

The continuously growing bulk of contemporary mater ia l  which are  
termed medallions are  passively shunned by many. There i s  no doubt 
t h a t  they must be ca l led  numismatic items. Many look on them d i s t a s t -  
a l l y  because of t h e i r  cost ,  because they are  l a rge ly  produced f o r  
f i n a n c i a l  gain r a the r  than the  higher motive of commemoration. There 
i s  a d e f i n i t e  need t o  r e g i s t e r ,  c l a s s i f y  and study t h i s  material .  Who 
w i l l  undertake t h i  S numismatic task? 

Back i n  3.875' the  Dean of Canadian Numismatics, R ,  W. McLachlan, 
complained b i t t e r l y  about h i s  fe l low co l l ec to r s  hab i t s  associated wi th  
the  many l o c a l  tokens issued a t  t h a t  time, To-day, the  study of local. 
* X * * * * * *  ******** ****'X*** ******** ******** 
THE ONTARIO NUMISMATIST i s  published mo.nthly by the  Ontario Numismatic 
Association. The publicat ion can be obtained with membership i n  one of 
t h e  following categories:- L i fe  Membership - $50., Regular Membership - 
$4. annually, Juniors  (up t o  1 8  years  of age) $ 3 r  annuallyg lhsband 
and Wife (one journal)- $6, annually, Club - $10. annually. 
Special  O.N.A. Si lvosr  Lapel Pins - $2.50. 
Remittances made payable t o  The Ontario Numismatic Association, Cko 
Mr. Bruce Raszmann, P,O. Box 33, Waterloo, Ontario. 
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tokens i s  pursued vigorously by many people but not  by a s  many as could 
use fu l ly  lend a hand. For example, many small v i l l ages  and t o m s  were 
the  source of tokens fo r  t rade ,  I-Iere i s  an exce l len t  chance f o r  coin 
co l l ec to r s  t o  do something use fu l  by researching the  business i ssuing 
the  token, why was i t  issued,  who struck i t ,  how many, when were they 
used, There a re  very few tokens where a l l  t h i s  information i s  known, 
This  i s  numismatics. 

The current  coin catalogues have mmy t rade  tokens i l l u s t r a t e d .  
These tokens were issued by a f i rm and could be redeemed f o r  goods 
or services.  We general ly embrace these tokens t o  numismatics. I f  
t h i s  i s  t rue ,  why do we not  f ind  Canadian Ti re  Corporation llmoneyll 
i l l u s t r a t e d  and catalogued? The same log i c  must surely apply as  t o  
a trade token, Now, it may not  be too d i f f i c u l t  t o  pursuade someone 
t o  c o l l e c t  Canadian T i r e  nuniismatics, and I know some who do, and 
ac tua l ly  give it some aspect of numismatic r e spec t ab i l i t y  along with 
sirni.lar items from many other  firms. But what about +ISave 15#11coupons 
f o r  soup, soap and salve? By extension these must a l so  be considered 
as val id  numismatic i tems t o  be col lec ted ,  researched and catalogued, 
i f  not  now, then by a fu tu re  generation. How would current  judges 
look at  a c r i s p  co l lec t ion  of soap coupons i n  comparison with a s e r i e s  
of Iludsoiits Bay tokens? 

What i s  numismatics t o  you? Are you making a contr ibution t o  t h e  
hobby, or even benef i t ing  yourself?  Think about and wr i te  Pat Lambert. 

(All  comments w i l l  be published gladly.  Ye Ed) 
* * * * * *X*  ******** ******** ********* *S****  

STRATFORD C O I N  CLUR REPORT ON THEIR ANNUAL S!-IOW 

Ken Wilmot sent  i n  t h i s  repor t  on t h e i r  show held October 21, 1973. 
The show was an unqualif ied sucess. The display  winners wsre:- 

Canadian Decimal Raymond Pleau, Oshawa 
Foreign Sam Smith, London 
Medals and Tokens Wilf Becker, S t r a t fo rd  
Paper Money W i l f  Becker, S t ra t fo rd  
Miscell.aneous N b e r t  Ful ler ,  K i  tchener 
Best Junior Display Rudy Glowacki, ICitchener 
Best of Show Wilf Becker, Strti tf  ord. 

The qua l i t y  of the  d isplays  was exce l len t ,  The response a t  the  Show 
and the  new members signed up speaks well  f o r  the  fu tu re  of the Club. 
I n  keeping with t h i s ,  the  executive contacted Lloyd Smith, Coin Col- 
umnist f o r  the  London Free Press, and he has agreed t o  speak t o  our 
Club at the  next meeting. It i s  an honour t o  have such a knowledgeable 
numismatist speak t o  us  on our hobby, 
Plans are  being formulated fo r  a t r i p  f o r  a weekend t o  Ottawa, T h i s  
w i l l  l i k e l y  take place i n  May and w i l l  include a v i s i t  t o  the  R o g d  
Canadian Mint and the  Parliament Buildings. It w i l l  be a club e f f o r t  
and it i S hoped a l l  member S w i l l  M e  advantage of t h i s  outing. 
We a l so  now have a committee t o  host  the  1975 O.N.A. Convention and 
although i t  i s  next year t h a t  i s  not  too f a r  away and we are s e t t i n g  
th ings  i n  motion. We w i l l  be able t o  repor t  on the  t a l k  given us  by 
Lloyd Smith f o r  the  next Bul le t in .  It i s  sure  t o  be good, 
******W ******** ****I*** ******** ******* 
Don't f o rge t  the  0,N.B. 1974 Convention a t  the  Sheraton-Brock Hotel 
Niagara F a l l s ,  Ontario, March 30 and 31, 1.974! ! 



.ONTAB10 NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION & WATERLOO C O I N  CLUB CONVZNTION 

APRIL 14 & l S c  1973 

RECEIPTS D I  SBUIISEMENT S 
38 BOURSE TABLES 961,900 ,OO ROOM RENTAL & GRATUITY $ 345.00 
CONVENT1 ON AUCTION 341 ,Lt4 BANQUET, GRlvrUITY & TAX 603 -00 
100 BANQUET TICKETS EmCUTIVE & DELEGATES 

(88 0 9b6. & 12 0 $3.50) 570.00 LUNCI3EON, GRATUITY & TAX 149.73 
TR OPHY D ONATI ONS 85.00 SECURITY 204.75 
SATURDAY'S GENERAL PRINTING (BANQUEIT TICICETS, 
ADMISSION & PRIZE DRAW 298,20 BOURSE, ADVTG,,PROGRAM 136.34 
SUNDAY 'S GENERU 
ADMISSION & PRIZE DRAW 13L1..75 TROPHIES & ENGRAVING 77.96 
YARD TICKET DRAW 102.7 5 POSTAGE 42.60 
EXECUTIVE & DELEGATES GENERAL ADMISSION 
LUNCHEON 64.00 TICKETS & DRAW PRIDS 51 * 23 
SOUVENIR PROGRAM 
ADVERTISING 120,00 GUEST S P E ~ ~  
BAAiYK INTEREST 3.92 RIBBONS 50 -00 

C ONVErnI  ON 
db 3,520 "06 PRESENTATI ON MEDfLS 44.. 89 

YARD DRAW TICKETS & PRIZES 23.96 
DISPLAY CASE DELIVERY 

0, N. A, 25.00 
SOUVENIR PROGRAM PRINTING 52.33 

SHARE OF NET PROFIT BANQUET & B I N G O  PRIZES 50 .00 
50% of 1st $600.00 - $300.00 INSURANCE 70 -00 
60% of $846 ,Q - $507*89 SIGNS 50,OO 

96807.89 TRAVELLING EXPENSES 10  .OO 
B I N G O  EQUIPMENT 19.37 

W ,  C ,  S, TABLE FAVOUIIS 8 d Y  
SHARE OF NET PROFIT 
--W PIIOTOS 6.89 
Fj0% of 1 s t  Sb600.00 - gf, 300,OO B.Ni CHARGES 1.72 
40% of $46.49 - $ 118.60 lWT I'ROFIT 

$ 638.60 $6 1,446.49 - 
SIGNED - BRUCE H, RIISZMANN - TREASURER. 

# 2,520.06 

o o o o o o o o  o o o o o o o o  O O ~ O O O ~ O  o o ~ o o o o o o ~  o m e o o e  

UPPER CANADA TOICEN AND MbShZ, SOCIET3I_ 
REPORT BY W ,  GAGE 

The surge of i n t e r e s t  i n  the  past  few months of h i s t o r i c a l  tokens, 
medallic at and the  medals of past  achievements, together with the  
medals of the world's armed forces ,  has swung the pendulum from deci- 
mal. collect ing.  Collectors are now finding t h a t  there i s  r e d  h i s to ry  
i n  some of our ea r ly  tokens? medals and medallic a r t .  For the exhib- 
i t o r y  there i s  a challenge l n  putt ing together a presentable exhibi t  
f o r  competition. Here, research i s  the most important ingredient, with 
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co l l ec to r s  reading more than ever before from books on pas t  events  t o  
f ind  the  answers t h a t  w i l l  enable the col. lector t o  do a write-up on 
h i s  subject .  

To f i l l  t h i s  need l o c a l l y  and i n  keeping with our h i s t o r i c  t r ad i -  
t i o n  i n  I-Iuronia, The Upper Canada Token and Medal Society was formed. 
The aims of the  Society m e  t o  provida research,  symposiums and 
ass is tance  i n  making co l l ec to r s  aware of t h e i r  h i s t o r i c  past. When 
we handle a token we soon r e a l i z e  t h a t  here i s  a piece of metal t h a t  
came i n t o  being from the hands of sk i l l ed  engravers? j iggled i n  t h e  
pockets of our pioneers and helped t o  c rea te  economLc s t a b i l i t y  before 
the  f i r s t  l e g a l  i s sues  were struck. 

Modern medallic at c a r r i e s  on with t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  by portraying 
events  t h a t  have helped t o  shape our h is tory .  Some of these  pieces,  
pa r t i cu l a r ly  the  j.ssues s truck f o r  and during Centennial Year provida 
a challenge t o  the  collectoT ,and :&most all of the i s sues  dep ic t  i n  
some manner important events i n  our country Is h is tory .  

The Upper Canada Token & Medal Society meets the  f i r s t  i\londay 
of each month at Central  United Church, Corner Toronto and Ross S ~ B .  
i n  Barr ie .  Meetings begin a t  8.00 p,m. Annual dues axe $2.00 f o r  
d u l t s ;  963*00 f o r  Ilusband and Wife; and $1.00 f o r  Juniors.  For fu r ther  
information, mail your enquiry c/o The Editor,  B i l l  Gage? R. R ,  # 1, 
Shanty Day, Ontario. LOL 2LO 
******** * * * * * * * S  ******** ********* ****** 

PROPOSED C O I N  SFICWS 

Lis-ted below are the  pro osed coin club annual shows with da tes  and 
banquets. Please check o see i f '  any of the da tes  w i l l  c o n f l i c t  with 
your c l u b ' s  date.  

e 
March 9/74 - North York Coin Club .4nnual. show, Bourse, Book and White 

Elephant Sale i n  the  North York Community Hall, 5090 
Ilonge S t r e e t ,  Wil10wdal.e~ Ontario, from 10.00 a.m. t o  
10.00 p,m. Coin Appraisal t ab le ,  bourse, exh ib i t s ,  e t c .  
Information from P.O. Box 294? Willowdale, Ontario, 

M a r .  30-31 - O o N o A o  Convention xt the  Sheraton-B~ock Hotel? Niagara 
Fa l l s ,  Ontario. D e t a i l s  r e  Bourse, e tc .  t o  Hpward H i l l ,  
1 Hayes S t r ee t ,  S t .  Ca. thaines ,  O n t a i o .  The Iiotel. a re  
taking reservati.ons f o r  rooms during the  Convention. 
Write t o  the  Sheraton-Broclc Hotel, Niagara Fa l l s ,  Ont. 

April  20 - Woodstock Coin Club Annual. Show and Banquet i n  Old 
St .  Paul ' s  Parish I i d l  with ,the usual. d i sp lays  bourse, e banquet and guest speaker. Further d e t a i l s  l a  e r  when 
plans are  completed. For information a t  the  present  time 
wri te  - Woodstoclr Coin Club, P.O. Box 631, Woodstock,On.t, 

******** ******** >>>>****** ******** X * * * * * * *  

JTEWS AROUN'C THE C O I N  CLUBS 
BRANTPORD IWiIISMATIC SOCIETY - 

The l a s t  meeting had a 82.5% turn-out of 
momb~rs and 5 guests.  It was ca l led  " ~ r m t f o r d  Nitell and the  h igh l igh t  
of the evening was the  member pa r t i c ipa t i on  i n  exh ib i t s .  There was a lso  
the  usu,d zuctLon, swap, t rade ,  s e l l  and hor se-tr  ading a c t i v i t i e s  which 
al.1 members seem t o  enjoy, It wasl suggested t o  make t h i s  a yearly or 
half-yearly event and t h i s  i s  t o  be discussed a t  a Future date.  
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CI-IAMPLAIN C O I N  CLUB - - 

The annual coin club banauefi was held i n  St .  
Davidfs  .hgI.ican Church and consisted of a t u r i ey  dinner ,  draws, f i lm 
and auction. I t  was a very enjoyable time. The club now has a new 
home for  t h e i r  regular  meetings, S t .  Athanasius Church. 
C I T Y  OF OTTAWA C O I N  CLUB - .--- -- 

The l a s t  meeting saw 20 members and It guests  
i n  the  Tudor Room of the Chateau La,urler with the  President ,  Len Plot- 
cher presiding. The Novenber meeting was s e t  as ide  fo r  Juniors  and 
i t  i s  good t o  see so many clubs taking an i n t e r e s t  i r ~  -the young 
col lec tors .  
GOLDEN PORCUPINE C O I N  CLUB - 

A t  t h e  l . a s t  r nee t i n~  theTe were 18 members 
present  including 7 junj.ors. The club enjoyed-the 0, N. A, s e r i e s  en- 
tLt led  "The Romance of Wor1.d Goldv and many members brought the  gold 
coins  they had f o r  o thers  .to view and handle. One of the  Junior  
members had prepared an exce l len t  display of Canadian Small Cen'bs and 
it i s  hoped there  w i . 1 1  be more d i sp lays  t o  compete with i n  t h e  near 
fu tu re ,  
HXRONIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

The speaker a t  the  l a s t  meeting was 
D r .  Marvin Kay from the  O,N,h. Speaker C i r cu i t  from Toronto, He showed 
s l i d e s  and gave i n t e r e s t i ng  information on Medical Medals. These 
medals covered all aspects  of medicine, hosp i ta l s ,  doctors ,  doctor S 
i n  p o l i t i c s ,  i n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  e t c .  One of the  junior members, Mark 
Olynyk received a t h i r d  p r ize  a t  the  C.Y,M Show. Good work, Mark, 
INGERSOLL C O I N  CLUB - 

Reports were received a t  the  l a s t  meetinn from 
&an Macnab on the  money sec.tion of the Charlton ~umisGat ic  Co. 
auction a t  the Hyatt Regency Ho-tel i n  Toronto and from Howad Whitfield 
on -the Bluewater Internat ion,d Coin Show a t  Sarnia.  Hmry Eisenhauer, 
an honorary member of the  club, gave a review of paper currency used 
i n  CanadurfrornLthe l a t e  s ix teen hundreds when card money was used. 

ICITCIiENER C O I N  CLUB 
Tho l a s t  mcotin~t f eatured sli.dos on Newfoundland 

which were .very informative and !.ntoresting. A f r e e  membership i s  
being offered -to the  member who brings i n  a new member f o r  next year. 
This i s  i n  the hope of increasing our membership. 

LONDON ~ ~ I S M A T I C  SOCIETY 
The l a s t  mee-tin was the  annual banquet and 

auction a t  Ilountree Memorial Church with E0 members present. Lloyd 
T. Smith was presented with honoraria  f o r  h i s  continued excellence i n  
publishing the  b u l l e t i n  and a lso  Mr. Vern Clark f o r  managing the  f in-  
ances so well. Then President  Clarke presented a Life  Membership t o  
Lloyd Smith a lso  i n  appreciat ion f o r  h i s  servicc?~.  
MISSISSAUGA C O I N  C m  

This month i s  the  10 th  <annuversary of the  club 
which a sn~all  group of en thus i a s t i c  numismatist s t a r t ed  i n  1963, The 
f i r s t  president  was Mr. Joo Smith and the mee.ting had the  juniors  i n  
mind but there  was a lso  an auction f o r  the  adu l t s  as  well. The his tory  
of our club w i l l  be published i n  a fu tu re  bu l l e t i n .  
NIAGARA FALLS C O I N  CLUB - 

A t  -the l a s t  meeting, Koward H i l l  conducted a 
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quiz by passi.ng around a quarter r e a l  from Peru and a t h i r d  fa r th ing  
from Malta f o r  i den t i f i c a t i on .  He also expl-akned what the  Aztecs used 
f o r  money, .the h i s to ry  of the  1sabell .a quarter and an i n s ide  s tory on 
a possible 1964 U, S. S i lver  Dollar. L l i v e l y  a~lc.tlon was conducted 
by Pat Lambert, a ss i s ted  by Dave Dewey, 
NORTH YORK C O I N  CLUB - -- 

The l a s t  meeting featured as guest  speaker, Er ie  
Mi l le r ,  who spolre on YCoin Insurance", H i s  t a l k  was very informative 
and in.i;eresti.ng as he knew h i s  subject  being an insurance agent, A 
tour  of the  Fr,anklin Mint i s  i n  the  process of bein? arranaed and w i l l  
take place i n  January or February. fray Pleau spoke on his-five-case 
I1R.C.M.P, Centenrlid Year1! exh ib i t  whicli has won f i v e  F i r s t s ,  and 
r e l a t ed  some amusing pc+rsonzl experiences a t  t h i s  y e a r ' s  A-N.A. Con- 
vention in. Boston. 
R I C I ~ O ~  IHILL C O I N  CLUB 

A t  the  l a s t  meetin.g .the i d e a  of a spring show 
q' .h a mixture of Coin, S.tamp and Antique Dealers making up the  bourse 
seemed 'to catch on and w i l l .  be discussed fu r ther .  Stan Clute,   column^ 
i s t  f o r  Coin, Stamp and Antique News showed s l i d e s  md gave an i n t e r -  
es t ing  t a l k  on Ancient Coins, f1e mentioned the crude wtiys of minting 
and the  increasing d e t a i l  as  the  centur ies  progressed. This was fo1l.r : 
owed by a l i v e l y  auction. 
ST, CATI-IARIJTES C O I N  CLW -- 

A t  .the annual banquet and show held i n  West- 
minster United Church I-Iall t h e  hkghlight of the  evening as ide  from a 
de l ic ious  dinner served by the  l a d i e s  of the  church was the  very in- 
teresLi.ng t a l k  by Sergeant McMaster of the  Ont,vio Prov inc i j l  Police 
on countsfei t ing.  IIe pointed out  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a highly organized 
racket  and ,the set-up can be na t iona l  or in- ternat ional  and covers the  
garnit of monetary systems, gold coins, b i l l s ,  cheques, e t c .  The show 
was a g r ea t  success =md many peop3.o saw the  exce l len t  displays.  
SARNIA NUMISMATIC SOCIETZ - 

A t  the  l a s t  meeting Tom Masters gave an en- 
l-ightening discourse on display cases a t  exhibi t ions  and shows, the  
unique manner and time each individual  applies  t o  h i s  showcase, e t c .  
A l i v e l y  auction was conducted by F'red IHurley. 
*******,g * * * * * ? # 9 ' *  ******** ******** *******I: 

ABOUT OUll HOBBY, -- 
'1 Short, Short from Sarnia Numismatic Society Bu l l e t i n  

The e a r l i e s t  money found i n  B r i t a i n  i s  from the  La t te r  I r o n  Age 
(about 1000B.C.). It was i n  the  form of i r o n  bars  resembling somewhat 
unfinished swords. They are general ly about 30" long and of Very 
uniform weight, 

Tl?ey were gradually Teplaced by gold  coinage patterned on the  coins 
of Madedonin (Ph i l i p  I1 S-ta ters)  which cane over with Belgic s e t t l e r s  
from Caul where i n  t u rn  the  coins came as barbar ic  imi.tation of the  
Macedonia S t a t e r  by the neighbours of M;%l.llp 11 empire, I t  i s  probable 
the  i ~ o n  bars  remained i n  c i r cu l a t i on  i n  the SW u n t i l  the  1 s t  Century 
BC. The f i r s t  l lS ta te r s l l  vanle t o  England with the  invasion of the  
Belgae CC.4 75 BC and the  second invasion about 25  years  l a t e r .  
AND - I n  1290 Edward the  I l r s t  of England shows i n  h i s  household ex- 
pense book the  sum of "eighteen pence f o r  450 eggs". These were col- 
oured or  covered i n  gold l e a f  and d i s t r i bu t ed  t o  members of the  royal. 
household at Easter ,  



ITEMS T 0 REMEBER 
--p---- 

(1) To Our Member Clubs - -Why n o t  s t a r t  now t o  pu t  t o g e t h e r  a c lub  
e x h i b i t  t o  e n t e r  n e x t  voar .  March 10-11. a t  t h e  0,N.A. ' S  1 2 t h  Annual 
 onv vent ion, f o r  t h e  Ch:drloh B. L a i s t e r  :hc?s.t Club Trophy - S t .  Catlz&& 2 
i n e s  have won t h i s  honoured t rophy two y e a r s  i n  a row - I am s ~ e e  
some c lub  c m  come up W?.-th a r e a l  bumper e x h i b i t  t o  g i v e  S t ,  K i t t s  
r e a l  compe-tition - L e t ' s  t r y ,  Uh? 

( 2 )  Time i s  again  appronching when c lubs  and O . N , A ,  members should 
be p u t t i n g  or1 t h e i r  t h ink ing  caps  about nex t  y e a r ' s  coveted Award o f  
Meri't winner - p lease  send x o x  nominations t o  t h i s  y e a r ' s  chairman 
Mr. E l l i o t t  Jephson, c/o P.O. Box 311, S-t. Ca tha r ines ,  OntmiolL2R  AT^ 
witin. f u l l  pa r t i cu l . a r s  on. y o w  choice  -- We awai t  your nominatsons. 

(3 )  Membership Dues - 1974: - May I r e s p e c t f u l l y  remind our members 
t h a t  i t  i s  dues  t ime aga in  - W i l l  vou o l e a s e  send vour chcaue t o  
B G c e  Raszmmn a-t P . O . ~ B O X  33, watekloo; Ontar io ,  sbmeti.me 6efoGi  t h e  
end o f  December -- T h i s  way you keep Brhce happy, our  Bask J-cc0un.t i n  
tha  b l a c k  and ensure  you do no-t miss any of t h e  B u l l e t i n s  -- Your 
co-operat ion w i l l  be k r e a t l y  apprec ia ted  by your execut ive .  

Pres." 
******** *******h ***Q ;I; I:: :k 96 ****:K*** ******** 

FURTHER T 0 T I a  ARTICLS "NUMI SMRTICS &C OHOLICA: - 
By R .  Wil ley,  FRNS,FCRNS 
( p l e a s e  r e f e r  t o  t h e  October B u l l e t i n ,  page 89) 

I ' d  l i k e  t o  commen-t f u r t h e r  on -the P.E.I. co~n te rm~zrked  b lank  
d i s c  passed as a penny, Th i s  p i ece ,  I have leayned s i n c e  I m o t e  t h e  
a r t i c l e ?  was made by Pe t e r  McCausland who owned and l i v e d  on t h e  i s l a n d  
o f  Rus tscog  wi thout  any s i n i s t e r  o r  d c 0 h o l i . c  i n t e n t .  

Dennis McCarthyls penny i s  a blanli: stamped w i t h  h i s  i n i t i a l s  D.M.C. 
and was i s s u e d  f o r  t h e  r ea sons  I s t a t e d  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e .  The P.E*I, 
one was e r roneous ly  a sc r ibed  t o  McCarthy by one who signed on ly  h i s  
i n i t i a l s  H.L.D., when he wrote desc r ib ing  it t o  t h e  e d i t o r  of  The 
Numismatj.st i n  1923, .and i n  1957 by me. 

(Thcmks, Bob, f o r  completing t h i s  artic:Le, Ye Ed.) 
X * * * * * * *  ******** **;l<;k***:k ******** ******** 

REPORT OF' C.Y.N.'S FIRST CONVENTION - 1973 - 
By Paul Johnson 

A major event  took p l ace  a t  t he  Royd. York Hotel  on Oct, 1 3 t h  i n  
Toronto . . , t h e  Canadian Young Nlmismat is ts  F i r s t  Convention. It was 
a b ig  succes s  cons ider ing  t h e  Show was put  on s t r i c t l y  by young c o l l -  
e c t o r s  under 21  y e a r s  of  age. 

There were 16 bourse  d e a l e r s ,  n i n e  o f  which were j un io r  d e a l e r s ,  
s e t  up i n  t h e  Confederat ion Room. Thirty-two jun io r  d i s p l a y s  were s e t  
up and a l l  of  excellent;  q u a l i t y .  Below i s  .a l i s t  of t h e  d i s p l a y  winners:  

Canadian Dec imd (Ray Pleau Trophy) --- 
I.st  - Robert  Metcalf ,  Peterborough 
2nd - Enr i co  Glowacki, Xa te r loo  
3rd - Mmk Olynulr, B a r r i e  

Dean Graham, B a r r i e  
David Grbaham,Barrie 
Michael Sage, B a r r i e  

BZST O F  SHOW WINNER& 
v 

C O - F i r s t ' s  - Robert  Metcalf  
won .the PAT LAMBERT 

TR OPI-K" 
ROBIN CALDWELL won t h e  

NORMAN WILLIAMS t rophy  
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Foreign Coins" (Bob Voaden Trophy) Medals and Tokens 
1s t ' -  Ted Banning, Graf'ton (Brute Brace Tro 

3rd - Enrico Gl.owacki, Waterloo 
2nd - Di.:me Kosi.ba, S t ,  Catlr~~wines 1st  - Robin Caldwell. , 

2nd - Ter r i  Roach, Hamilton 
3rd - Les Brown, Toronto 

Paper Money- (Central Coin Club M i  scellanoous (Bruce Brace Trophy) 
Trophy) 1 s t  - Robin C,aldwell, Feterborough 

l s t ,  - i3nrico Glow@cki, Waterloo 2nd - Ted Banning, Grafton 
2nd - Colin Cnld.wel1, Pe terborough John Potheringhsn, Thornhil l  
3rd - Rmdy Atkj-nson, St .  Catharrines 3rd - John l.'o-theringham,Thornhill 

I n  the  afternoon, a General Mee-ting of C .Y.N. was held i n  the  
York Rooral, About fo r ty - f ive  i n t e r e s t ed  junior numismatists attended 
t o  hoax our guest speaker, Vic-tor Sn.el.1 from St .  C x t h a i n c s  t a l k  on 
"Gold Coins Minted a t  the  Royal Canadian Mintt1. A 76 l o t  auction was 
conducted a f t e r  the  meeting wi'th 'the a u ~ t i o n e e r  being Mr. Ricky Morse. 
A l l  but f i v e  l o t s  were sold -to the young anxious bidders. Door p r izes  
were given out  each hour and Mrs. Florence Schook,, Secretary of the  
NLchigan S ta te  Numismatic Society deserves specia l  inention fo r  l?er 
contr ibut ions  and dedicatiorl t o  the success of the  Show. A t r ue  t a r n  
e f f o r t  of all committees was t h e  turning point f o r  the  F i r s t  Convention 
t o  be a success. The members look f o r a a d  t o  holding t h e i r  Second 
Convention so~netiine next year. Who knows .. . maybe i n  the  f'uture some 
of these  youngsters w i l l  l ead  the Ont,wio Numismatic Association! L i 

(Nothing could please us be t t e r  thm,  t o  have one of C.31.N. ~?ie~ibers  
President of the 0,N.A. some day, Ye Ed.) 

******** ******** *****::a>: * * * * * : : c * : %  ******** 
For the benef i t  of our newer members we are  re-publishing the  following- 

CODE OF ETHICS 
OF 

THE ONTARIO NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

Membership i n  the  On-tario Numismatic Association i s  a p r iv i l ege  ex- 
tended t o  those persons and organS.zxtions deemed worthy thereof and i s  
riot a n a t t e r  of r i g h t .  Such membership can be maintained only a s  the  
Executive determines t h a t  the  conduc-t of a member has been such tha t ,  
i n  the bes t  i n t e r e s t  of the Association, his membership should be 
terminated. 
For the  guidance of i t s  members, t h i s  Code of a t h i c s  has been duly 
adopted by the Zxecutive under the author i ty  vested i n  i t  by the  by-laws 
of the Association. A breach theroof by any member r e f l e c t s ,  d i r e c t l y  
or i n d i r e c t l y ,  upon a l l  other  members, Such a breach thereof by any 
member s h a l l  be considered con.duct p re jud ic ia l  t o  the w e l f a e  of the  
Association and cause fo r  act ion by the  Board of E.xecutive. 
As a member of thc Ontmio Numisnia-tic Association: 
I agree t o  support and bo governed by the  by-laws of the Association 
and such r u l e s ,  po l ic ies  and regu la t ions  as  may be iiz force from time 
t o  time; 
I agree t o  base all. my deal ings on the  highest  pl,me of j u s t i ceg  f a i r -  
ness  and morality; 
I agree t o  ne i the r  buy nor s e l l  nuiiismatic i tems of which the  owner- 
ship  i s  questionable; 
I agree t o  conform t o  the  accepted standards of d ign i f i ed  advert is ing;  
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I agree t o  take immediate s teps  t o  cor rec t  any e r ro r  I may make i n  
my t ransact ions ;  
I agree not  t o  s e l l 9  exh ib i t ,  produce or adver t i se  coun te r f e i t sg  copies 
r e s t r i k e s  o r  reproductions of any nurflisma$ic items i f  t h e i r  na ture  i s  
not  c l ea r ly  indicated  by the word counterf e i t t l ,  ltcopyll, I trestrike" or 
flreporductionu incused i n  the m e t d  or printed on the paper thereof,  
with the  exception of items l i s t e d  i n  standard catalogues a id  g e n e r d l y  
accepted by numismatists and not  i n  any way misrepresented a s  genuine; 
I agreeto represent  a numismatic i tem t o  be genuine orily when, t o  t h e  
bes t  of my knowledge and b e l i e f ,  i t  i s  authen.tic; 
L agree t o  f u l f i l  jL1 contrac ts  made by me, e i t h e r  o r a l l y  or  m i t t e n ,  
t o  make prompt p'ayments upor1 del ivery ,  and t o  r e t u r n  immediately any 
item t h a t  i s  not  s a t i s f ac to ry ;  
I agree t o  give aid t o  members i n  t h e i r  quest fo r  numismatic knowledge. 

TNI S ' N  THAT 
I of ten  wonder t o  myself i f  the  remarks made i n  t h i s  c o l m  

axe r e d l y  noted by our readers  -- The reason I bring t h i s  up i s  t h a t  
1 seldom, i f  ever, receive ,my feed back from you "Guys and dollsl1 -- 
It  i s  l i k e  wri t ing  i n  a vaculxn? you never expect any resu l t s - - I  f e e l  
t h i s  i s  poor thinking and posslbly shows a lack of i n t e r e s t  on t h e  
p a r t  of our members -- Maybe I xi not  beingposi t ive enough, or  controv- 
e r s i a l  enough? - or  even i n t e r e s t i n g  .onopgll? Re t h a t  as  i t  m a y ,  i t  i s  
my in t en t ion  t o  brighten up t h i s  page md make you guys and d o l l s  s i t  
up and take not ice ,  nlainly by twine .  t o  give you something t o  think 
about and may even g e t  you t o  exer t  yourseltres -- f o r  ins tance  --Don't 
you ge t  fed up with 'all the  adver t i s ing The Franklin Mint i s  sending 
out?-$150.00 s t e r l i n g  s i l v e r p l a t e s  - $b26,00 medals, e t c .  g e t c .  g ad 
nauseum--While I f u l l y  r e a l i z e  they a re  i n  business t o  make money? I 
wonder i f  perhaps they ,zre carrying th ings  too f a r ?  commercialism has 
i t s  place, I agree? but  t o  the  extent  t h a t  you have t o  put out  e 
$150.00 s t e r l i ng  s i l v e r  p l a t e  and two s t e r l i n g  s i l v e r  medals surely? 
Again, I receive ,  as I f e e l  sure many do tog every t en  days t o  two 
weeks a catalogue from a prominent U.S. firm advert is ing new i s sues  
f ron  t h i s  Is land or t ha t  i s l and ,  a l t f i r s t t r ,  a "Mustrr or what have you-- 
After a while i t  becomes boring and i t  ends up i n  the  wastepaper basket,  
Surely these  f i rms would do b e t t e r  t o  e labora te  on the  medals they have 
issued,  giving more per t inen t  information so t h a t  we who buy t h e i r  wares 
would be more informed - - I ' d  l i k e  t o  hear from fel low co l l ec to r s  pro 
and con so t ha t  maybe we could use  D l e t t e r s  as  guidel ines  f o r  those 
who the numismatic i tems so dear t o  the  hea r t s  of many of us--- 
DO you r e a l i z e  i t ' s  only 28 t o  26 days t o  Christmas (depending on when 
our p r in t e r  uses h i s  "p i eu ) ,  so Mr S. Ye Ed and myself' wish t o  every 
member of our Association, t o  the clubs and t h e i r  members, indeed t o  
every coin co l lec to r  everywhere i n  Canada, our neighbours t o  the south 
of us, and a l l  our brother and s i s t e r  hobbyists "EVERYWHERE(' A Red. 
Joyous - Happy - Healthy - and Merry Christmas and as Tiny T i m  says 
"God Bless U s  Everyonell 

Sincerely 
Ye and Mrs, Ed, 




