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By John Middlebrook 
(Late of t h e  London Numismatic Society)  

Nearly everyone has  at  some period 
o f  t h e i r  l i v e s  attempted t o  put  away, 
hoard up o r  otherwise g e t  together  a col- 1 l e c t i o n  of Coins o f  t h e  Realm. Some of us 
have even c a r r i e d  it so far as t o  p i l e  up 
d o l l a r  b i l l s ,  bu t  personal ly  I was never 
ab le  f o r  a t  l e a s t  a gooiily number of y e m s  
t o  g e t  beyond t h e  humble copper which i s  
probably t h e  reason I am wr i t ing  t h i s  
a r t i c l e .  

I do n o t  expect t h a t  t h i s  s h o r t  sketch 
on t h e  Halfpenny Tokens of t h e  Eighteenth 
Century w i l l  be of any value numismatically 
b u t  I would l i k e  t o  br ing  t o  your a t ten-  
t i o n  some of t h e  many tokens I have col- 
l e c t e d  during t h e  p a s t  f i f t y  ye=s ,  even 
i f  I cannot convey t o  you t h e  p leasure  
t h a t  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i n g  has  girlen me, 

Coins, and n a t u r a l l y  tokens, are ex- 
pected t o  be i n  cons tant  c i r c u l a t i o n  
u n t i l ,  worn smooth by constalt  handling 
and abrasion, t h e i r  day of use fu lness  i s  
over and they m e  onse more re tuned t o  t h e  
mint t o  be melted down, 

I do n o t  suppos9' t h a t  t h e  tokens of 
which I am speaking weTe ever r e tu rned  t o  
t h e i r  i s s u e r  f o r  t h i s  purpose, b u t  we do 
f i n d  a v a s t  quan t i ty  t h a t  must have had a 
f a i r l y  long l i f e  of use fu lness  i f  we t ake  
i n t o  cons idera t ion  t h e  s t a t e  o r  condi t ion  
i n  which we f i n d  them today, 

Occasionally, I suppose, one found 
i t s e l f  s tored  away i n  an o l d  stocking with 
co ins  of  g r e a t e r  value,  or  some o the r  
neglected place,  or  again,  even i n  those  
days t h e r e  were those l i k e  ourse lves  who 
might l o c k  them away f o r  many y e a s 9  b u t  
even tua l ly  t h e r e  cones a time when they  are 

a once more brought i n t o  t h e  l i g h t  of day 
and disposed o f ,  I have purchased severa l  

. s m a l l  c o l l e c t i o n s  t h a t  have been found i n  
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a t t i c s  many y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o l l e c t o r  passed away. Only l a s t  
y e w  I purchased a c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  h2d been made by t h e  s e l l e r D s  great-  
grandfather  and none of them knew t h a t  he had ever c o l l e c t e d  coins  un- 
til one day they were found hidden a w ~ y  i n  t h e  ATTIC, 

I l i k e  t o  chat  ,qbout coins.  Some way or o the r ,  even t o  t a l k  about 
them, makes one f e e l  r i c h e r  mentally t h m  we perhaps a c t u a l l y  are i n  
co in  of the  realm, and. t h e  next  b e s t  thing t o  having it oneself  i s  t o  
hear ,  o r  read about, what t h e  o ther  f e l l o w ' s  go t ,  It g i v e s  you a g r e a t  
incen t ive  t o  go hunting f o r  t h e  specimens t h a t  have somehow evaded your 
grasp  perhaps f o r  years ,  So i t  was suggested t o  me t h a t  I might per- 
haps w r i t e  a shor t  a r t i c l e  aqd descr ibe  a few of t h e  Halfpenny Tokens 
which have, some way or  o the r ,  managed t o  evade t h e  grasp  of t h e  tax 
c o l l e c t o r  f o r  q u i t e  a number of years ,  

These a re  n o t  a c t u a l l y  coins  of t h e  realm, t h a t  i s  coins  t h a t  have 
been i ssued  by t h e  goverrment of  a country, b u t  what a r e  known as 
'.T?&ders Tokens, being a pledge by the  i s s u e r  of such tokens t o  redeem 
them at t h e i r  f a c e  value any time they a r e  presented,  Y3me of  these  
Were intended f o r  u s e  only i n  t h e  town i n  which they were i ssued ,  as 
f o r  ins t ance ,  a E - I u l l  Halfpenny, which was insc r ibed  around t h e  ou te r  
edge, "Payable at  t h e  %rarehouse of Jonathon Gaston & Co. or  a Newport 
Halfpenny, i s s c e d  by Robert  Bird Wilkins and payable a t  h i s  o f f i c e  - 
Newport, Otllers had a wider f i e l d  being payable i n  London, Liverpool 
o r  Anglesey, while some were flCurrent Everywhereff, I do n o t  suppose 
t h a t  these  l a t t e r  were ever intended t o  be redeemed, b u t  were Current  
Everywhere just so long a s  anyone would accept them, 

Yoc may wonder why I should waste my t i n e  and yours  on such a 
simplv subjec t  a s  a Halfpenny Copper Tolren, but  one simple f a c t  i s  t h i s .  
You nay t r a c e  the  Hegal Coinage of  England way back t o  t h e  Norman Conqu- 
e s t  and n o t  f i ~ d  one s i n g l e  event  c o m ~ z o r a t e d  o the r  than  t h e  change 
occasioned by t h e  dea th  o f  t h e  r u l i n g  sovereign, But these  Traders  
Tokens, being 5. ssued by t h e  people, t e l l  us of t h e  customs, h a b i t s ,  
indus l - r ies ,  arc.fi:itecture and progress  of both the  people and th.e coun- 
t r y  a s  no other  v c l w e  of h i s t o r y  ever wo-ald have done, 

Why were these  tokens i ssued?  Wkat c a l l e d  then  i n t o  ex i s t ence  
when already the re  was a Regal Coinage? J u s t  t h e  same kind of govern- 
mental blunder s tha.t are going on to-day. The f a c t  t h a t  no copper co ins  
were minted a f f e r  1775 f o r  more than  twenty-one y e a r s  n a t u r a l l y  caused 
an acute  shortage and it i s  n o t  t o  be wondered a t  a tha t  t h e  t r a d e s  people 
d i d  exac t ly  t h e  sane th ing  that, they had previously done i n  t h e  1 7 t h  
century - made t h e i r  own coinage, or money of n e c e s s i t y  s h a l l  we c a l l  
it, t o  cope with t h e  d i f f i c u l t y ,  For a l n o s t  one hundred y e a r s  a f t e r  
t h e s e  1 7 t h  cen- t~vy  tokens had had t h e i r  day, t h e  i s s u e s  of r e g a l  money 
was s u f f i c i e n t  t o  meet t h e  requirements of t r ade ,  bu t  towards t h e  c lose  
of  t h e  1 8 t h  century,  following t h e  discovery of s t e m  power and i t s  

The Ontario N m i s n a t i s t  i s  published by the  Ontario Numismatic Associa- 
t i o n ,  The publLcation can be oStained with membership i n  one of t h e  
following categories:-  L i f e  Member sh ip  .- $50., Regular Member sh ip  - $5. 
annually,  b s b a n d  and Wife (one journal)  - $7. annually,  Juniors  (up 
t o  18 y e a s  of age) - $3. annually,  Club Membership - $10. annually,  
Specia l  O.N.A, S i lve r  Lapel Pins  ,- $2,50. 
Remittance made payable t o  The Ontario Numi s n a t i  c Association, c/o 
M r ,  Bruce Raszmann, P, 0, Box 33, Waterloo, Ontario, 
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app l i ca t ion  t o  nanuf ac tu re ,  it became evident  t h a t  copper coins,  espec- 
i a l l y  ha l fpecnies ,  were sore ly  needed, So n a t u r a l l y  some of t h e  more 
adventurous again began t o  i s s ~ ~ e  t h e i r  own colna.ge, These coins  f o l l -  
owed c lose ly  t o  t h e  r e g a l  coinage i n  both s i z e  and weight and nany rea- 
l l y  b e a u t i f u l  p ieces  were i ssued ,  JohnWilHnson,  i r o n  founder, and 
h i s  f r i e n d ,  Thomas Wi l l i aus ,  t h e  Angle sey Copper Magnate, were among t h e  
f i r s t  t o  s t r i k e  copper tokens f o r  some of these  may be found bearing t h e  
d a t e  1787-0 W i l l i a m s  s t r u c k  h i s  co ins  under t h e  name of Pary s Mining 
Co., perhaps being too  ~ ~ n a s s u n i n g  t o  use  h i s  own naue, or r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  
coun te r fe i t ing  was punishable by death; but  Wilkinson c m e  o u t  openly 
and l fStruck h i s  own ~ u g g l ~  on t h e  obverse with t h e  legend "John Wilkinson 
Ironmasterr l ,  These were mace payable i n  such places.  a s  Snedshi l l ,  
Bersham, Bradley and Willey; bu t  l a t e r  weye extended t o  h g l e s e y ,  London 
or Liverpool,  Some 240 v a r i e t i e s  by Wil.kinson a re  l i s t e d  but  many of 
. these  a r e  f o r g e r i e s  and I am n o t  going i n t o  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  sub jec t  
of c o u n t e r f e i t s  and f o r g e r i e s  because probably nany of t h e  so-called 
c o u n t e r f e i t s  were o f fe red  i n  all good f a i t h  by numerous r e l i a b l e  mer- 
chants ,  So f a r  as t h e  Wilkinson halfpence a r e  concerned, they a l l  bear 
h i s  b u s t  on t h e  obverse with t h e  words J O H N  WILICINSON IRONMASTER, the 
r e v e r s e  being t h e  usual. one of t h r e e  types:b- A. S-g&-B,!GE - Wilkinson 
being perhzps t h e  f i r s t  person t o  b u i l d  a n  I r o n  barge: INTWIOR Vim 
OF FORGE with nan working t r i p  hammer, or W L C A N  AT THE FORB working 
on m i r o n  b a .  I have s e v e r d .  wi th  t h e  n m e  spe l l ed  Wilkenson and 
Wilkinson which were probably never put  out  by 'John Wilkinson, The 
tokens of t h e  Anglesey Miners halfpenny bearing t h e  rnonogrm of t h e  
Paryl  s Mining Coo a e  so we l l  known t h a t  they need scarce ly  be mention- 
ed were it n o t  f c r  t h a t  na rve l lous  p iece  of engraving on t h e  obverse - 
t h e  DruidT s Head smrounded by i t s  wreath of oak l e a v e s  and acorns. 
There a r e  a t  l e a s t  upwmds of 200 v a r i e t i e s  of tokens bearing t h e  Druidr  s 
Head of which I have seen e ighty- f ive ,  Of course,  many of these  a re  
j u s t  d i f f e r e n t  d i e s ,  having a d i f f e r e n t  number of l e a v e s  o r  acorns on 
t h e  wrea.ti1- Thess are th ings  t h a t  do n o t  i n t e r e s t  t h e  beginner,  a s  a 
r u l e ;  but  a s  the  Halfpenny Tokens number upwards of 8,000 or more? one 
must decide f o r  h l n s e l f  or h e r s e l f  what type of t o k t n  w i l l  be lilost 
i n t e r e s t i n g ,  Personal ly,  I s t a r t e d  t c o  young t o  know anything about 
s p e c i d i z i n g  on m y  one p a r t i c u l a r  subjec t  and the re fo re  have, a s  y e t ,  
only a geiaer al c o l l e c t i o n ,  A l i t t l e  b i t  of everything and everything 
of nothing, Hafi I been s t a r t i n g  to-day t o  c o l i e c t  these  halfpermy 
Tokens with t h e  experience I have gained from t h e  y e a r s  t h a t  have passed 
I would probably have worked ou t  ray preference as follows:- 
COUNTIES AND TOWNS -- Sone count ies  have only one o r  two i s s u e s  w h i l e  
o t h e r s  have  hundred.^, Most of them w i l l  be included i f  I decide on 
some other  subjec t  such as:.- 
TRADES Gc OCCUPATIONS - , 4hos t  every type of occupation i s  represented- -- 
from a l a c e  maker t o  a stooking manufacturer, f r o ~  a grocer t o  an 
umbrel la  maker, a hop garden t o  a whale f i s h e r y ,  This  might be a good 
s e l e c t i o n  f o r  soneone a s  it about covers everything i n  t h e  way of in- 
dus t ry ,  Or again, we could decide upon SHIPS, These a r e  very nwner- 
ous. Nearly every coui ty  & t o m  bordering on t h e  s e a  i s  represented.  
Gosp-cl:: t, Ipswich, London, Lancaster , Liverpool, Lowestprt,  N o r ~ i c h ,  Hull, 
Chelnsford, Por tsea  and many o the r s .  For a s a i l o r  t h i s  would make an 
i d e a l  choice a s  t h e  E-ux"~;.. of a r m s  of the  var ious  towns a r e  o f t e n  dep- 
i c t e d  on t h e  opposi te  s ide ,  
PORTRAITS g HISTORICAL - I group these  two together  because t h e  port-  
r a i t s  a l l  represed;  some phase of English E i s to ry ,  For ins t ance ,  
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Shakespeare, S i r  I s a a c  Newton, D r .  Samuel Johnson, John Howmd, Lord 
Nelson, Lord Howe, Queen El izabeth ,  Lady Godiva, The Prince and Prin- 
cess  of Wales, The Duke of York, Bishop Blaze, Char les  Roe, David 
Garriock, John Wilkinson, T o  Erskine,  founder of Bath, I th ink  t h a t  
t h i s  would be my choice although f o r  beauty of workmanship we must 
r e a l l y  consider one more, t h a t  of:- 

ARCHITECTURE - Natura l ly  t h e  tokens p ic tu r ing  a r c h i t e c t u r e  a r e  o b j e c t s  
of beauty. For ins t ance ,  which of u s  can look upon the  York Halfpenny 
dep ic t ing  York Minster on t h e  one s i d e  and C l i f f o r d s  Tower on t h e  o ther  
without  acknowledging t h e  s k i l l f u l  wor'manship of t h e  designer.  There 
a r e  many o t h e r s  - The Marked Cross a t  Chichester ,  The Shi re  H a l l  a t  
Essex, Sal isbury Cathedral ,  The Cas t l e  at  Colchester ,  The Abbey a t  
Beccles. Nor must we f o r g e t  Skidmore's Churches & Gates of  London, 
So many of these  a r e  h i s t o r i c a l ,  t h e i r  names have becone p a r t  and 
p a r c e l  of t h a t  l i t t l e  spot  of ground W_g c a l l  England. 

I have i n  my c o l l e c t i o n  every one of t h e  tokens t h a t  I have men- 
t ioned.  Have taken time off t o  examine them while wr i t ing  t h i s  a r t i c l e  
and my advise t o  anyone commencing t h e  c o l l e c t i n g  and study of  t h e  1 8 t h  
Century Halfpenny Tokens would be t o  combine these  l a s t  two sub jec t s  - 
P o r t r a i t s  and Archi tec ture ,  You w i l l  then have something t h a t  you w i l l  
be proud t o  e x h i b i t  and t a l k  about t o  your f r i e n d s ,  

Some of these  a r e  expensive and a r e  f a i r l y  easy t o  obta in ,  y e t  
each and everyone i s  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  record  of those so-called llGood Old 
Days1r. One could almost, go on i n d e f i n i t e l y  f o r  t h e r e  a r e  so many t h a t ,  
t o  me a t  l e a s t ,  a r e  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  For ins t ance  - A Naval Piece showing 
one of  tlie I1Wooden W d l s  of Old England1', which r e a d s  !The Guard and 
Glory of B r i t a i n 1 .  The Glorious F i r s t  of June records  t h e  d a t e  of t h e  
v i c t o r y  of Lord Howe over the  French F l e e t  a t  Cape Ushant, June 1, 

I 1794. This  was payable i n  Lancaster ,  London or  B r i s t o l .  Lancaster i s  
s t i l l  a p o r t  - n o t  on t h e  sea,  bu t  on t h e  River Lune. Much of her 
merchant i le  g lory  has  departed oving t o  o ther  p o r t s  being b u i l t  much 
nearer  t h e  open water, bu t  t h e  quayside i s  s t i l l  bounded by tall w a r e -  
houses which today a r e  f i l l e d  nore with g r a i n  and cement than  t h e  
r i c h e s  of the  Indian  t r a d e  t h a t  once were s tored  the re in .  

Many and var ious  a re  t h e  inscr ip i i .ons  upon t h e s e  shipping tokens: 
"To Trade & Comer cell, 'IMay Navigation F lour i  shI1 ,. I' Pro Bono h b l i c o "  , 
"For Change Not F'raudI1, 'IProsper '.ty t o  Old England1! and tlSuccess t o  
t h e  Co~merce or" B r i t a i n H ,  The B r i t i s h  Naval Halfpenny of Lord Nelson- 
I1England Expects Every Man To Do His Dutyt1, The Cinque P o r t s  Token 
wi th  t h e  bus t  of t h e  Righ-t I-lon. W .  P i t t s ,  Warden of t h e  Cinque Por t s  
comprising the  f i v e  p o r t s  of Hastings,  Romney, Hythe, Dover and Sand- 
wich. This w a s  payable a t  Holm1 s Library,  Dover, 

I r arable on a t  l e n g t h  bu t  a few aore  n u s t  be nentioned, f o r  al- 
most every t r a d e  has  i t s  own r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  design. As previously 
mentioned, t h e r e  i s  t h e  I r o n  Founder ' s  Halfpenny showing Vulcan a t  t h e  
fo rge ,  t h e  Mechanic s Halfpenny, t h e  S t e m  Harmer, o r  t h e  Inc l ined  
Plane a t  Ketley, e t c , ,  t h e  Woollen Merchant, a ba le  of wool; t h e  Weav- 
e r ,  a weaving loon; t h e  Lace Maker, a g i r l  rzaking l a c e ;  tlie Mi l l e r ,  
a windmill; t he  Farmer, a plough, ekc,; t h e  Fisherman, a whaleboat 
& whale. The Phi lanthropis t  i s  represented by John Howard whose lab- 
o u r s  on behalf  of p r i soners ,  and t h e  subsequent l i b e r a t i o n  of debtors ,  
i s  commemorated on a t  l e a s t  two tokens. Lancaster shows t h e  Cas t l e ,  
an angel with a key t o  open t h e  door, The sun i s  r i s i n g  over t h e  
words "GO FORTHI1 and around t h e  edge i s  insc r ibed  t h e  words !!Remember 
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t h e  Debtors i n  Goaln. On t h e  obverse i s  a b u s t  of John Howard FeRoSi 
The Bath Token i s  s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  i n  the  f l a n  bearing t h e  arms of Bath 
on t h e  obverse, The only d i f f e r e n c e  on t h e  r e v e r s e  being t h a t  t h e  
word ILCHESTER i s  added t o  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n ,  "Remember t h e  Debtors i n  
I l c h e s t e r  Goalf1, 

W i l l i a m  Shakespeare, whose p o r t r a i t  adorns severa l  pieces ,  repre- 
s e n t s  t h e  poets ,  D r ,  Samuel Johnson t h e  authors ,  I s a a c  Newton t h e  
s c i e n t i s t s ,  David Garr ick t h e  thespians.  The Corresponding Society 
d e p i c t s  Aesops Fable of t h e  Bundle of S t i cks ,  one alone can do nothing 
bu t  c o l l e c t i v e l y  many can do much. The Musician n i g h t  make merry upon 
t h e  Harp of Wales and n e i t h e r  t h e  Chelsea Pensioner nor t h e  inmates 
of t h e  Poorhouse a r e  fo rgo t t en ;  

Eas t  Grinstead i s sued  a token bearing t h e  Masonic A r m s  with t h e  
Prince of Wales a s  Grand Master, and London a l s o  i s sued  one f o r  t h e  
Oddfellows, The Gardener and t h e  Bo tan i s t  may t ake  comfort from t h e  
Bath token of 1794 showing t h e  entrance t o  t h e  Botanica l  Gardens and 
t h e  B i b l i c a l  quota t ion  from t h e  f i r s t  Book of Kings - He (Solomon) 
spake of t r e e s ,  from t h e  cedar t r e e  t h a t  i s  i n  Lebanon, even unto  t h e  
hyssop t h a t  spr ingeth  o u t  of  t h e  w a l l .  

OLD J O H N  OF GAUNT, time honour 'd Lancaster,  whose p o r t r a i t  adorns 
many tokens o ther  t h m  those of Lancaster,  such as London, Leeds, 
Liverpool,  S t ~ a f o r d ,  Coventry, e t c ,  

I n  t h i s  connection t h e r e  may be another reason f o r  John of Gaunt's 
p o r t r a i t  on the  obverse (other  than  t h e  saving occasioned by us ing  only 
one new d i e ) ,  Tk-. f a c t  t h a t  t h e  re igning  sovereign, whoever he may be, 
male o r  female i s  t h e  Duke of Lancaster . I wel l  remember V i c t o r i a  as 
t h e  Duke of Lancaster and who can f a i l  t o  r e c a l l  t h a t  impassioned 
u t t e r a n c e  of John of Gaunt from Act 2 of Shakespeare 's  Iang Richard 11- 
"This happy breed of  men, This  l i t t l e  world, This prec ious  s tone s e t  
i n  t h e  s i l v e r  sea-  This  b lessed  p l o t ,  t h i s  e a r t h ,  t h i s  realm, This 
England,I1 No account of Engl i sh  Tokens would be complete without a 
re fe rence  being made t o  t h e  t o m  of  Coventry i n  Warwickshire which was 
so badly b l i t z e d  during t h e  l a s t  w a r  a s  a l r ~ o s t  t o  r e q u i r e  complete r e -  
bui ld ing ,  t h e  design of which i s  being l e f t  t o  t h e  householders them- 
se lves ,  Everyone i s  having a say i n  .it, even t h e  chi ldren ,  t h e r e  w e  
about 30 v a r i e t i e s  of these  Coventry Tokens (exclus ive  of "Kenptonf s 
Coventry 3ui ld ing  s) but  these  a re  ~ o s t l y  d i f f e r e n t  d i e s  or  d i f f e r e n t  
edges of t h e  s m e  tokens and so t h e  whole l o t  may be p r a c t i c a l l y  
covered by these  t h r e e :  
1. Obverse-Lady Godiva on Horseback. Rev, : Elephant and Cas t le .  
2. Obverse: Lady Godiva on Horseback, Rev, : Coventry Cross. 
3. Obverse: Coventry Cross. Rev, John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster.  
The s t o r y  of Lady Godiva d a t e s  back t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Century when her  husb- 
and Leofr ic ,  E a r l  of Mercia, imposed a heavier t a x  upon h i s  people than  
they  were able  t o  pay; and t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  people of t h i s  tax t h e  Lady 
Godiva, a t  her husband1 s challenge, rode naked through t h e  s t r e e t s  of 
t h e  town and repealed t h e  same, Each year t h e  scene i s  re-enacted i n  
Coventry bu t  t h e  Lady Godiva of t h e  pageant s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  
o f  today i n s i s t  on her  wearing more c lo th ing  than  she does i n  everyday 
l i f e ,  The s to ry  i s  extremely we l l  t o l d  i n  a poem by Temyson, 

One could go on almost i n d e f i n i t e l y ,  f o r  I f e e l  t h a t  I have only 
mentioned a very few of t h e  thousands of tokens which a l i t t l e  search 
w i l l  discover f o r  yous and i n  t h e  llhumble halfpencen I am p o s i t i v e  they 
w i l l  prove a v e r i t a b l e  mine of information, s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  
t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  most exact ing numismatist,  
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197 5 CONVXNTION AUCTION 

The Auction f o r  t h i s  y e a r ' s  Convention has been awarded t o  Mr. Jack 
D i e t r i c h  of Markham, Ontario, who submits t h e  following request:. 

X & _ N T E E !  

COINS A i i  BANKNOTES 

f o r  t h e  

0. N o  A. CONVENTION AUCTION 

t o  be held 

APRIL 26th and 27th 1975 

AT TI33 VICTORIAN MOTOR I N N  

STRATFORD ONTPlRIO 

Each i tem submitted f o r  auc t ion  should have a catalogue 
value of $10 ,OO o r  more. 

The charge f o r  each l o t  accepted and l i s t e d  w i l l  be $1.00 
p l u s  10% of t h e  s e l l i n g  p r i c e ,  i f  sold,  2 $1.00 p l u s  10% 
of t h e  r e s e r v e  b id  if i t  does n o t  s e l l .  

PREFERRED RATES FOR QUALITY ITEMS 

Please submit a l i s t  of i t e i s  t h a t  you d e s i r e  t o  have 
auctioned. I f  accepted, you w i l l  be n o t i f i e d  as t o  when 
t o  ship,  

AUCTIONEER : JACK C .  DIETRICH 
MAFUT.-:;I ONTARIO 
L3P 225 

YE ED1 S NOTE 
A l l  m a t e r i a l s  should be sen t  t o  Jack  a t  t h e  above 

address  by r e g i s t e r e d  n a i l  no l a t e r  than  February 26th. We hope t o  
inc lude  t h e  auct ion  l i s t  i n  our March B u l l e t i n ,  i f  poss ib le ,  hence 
t h e  need t o  expedi te  your i t e n s  t o  Jack, 
******** **>Pk**~k* **\k***** ******tt ******** 

NEWS AEtOUND TH3 C O I N  CLUBS 
BRANTFORD NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 

The l a r g e s t  turnout  i n  10  years ,  40 
members and gues ts ,  a t tended t h e  las t -meet ing  a t  which t h e  following 
s l a t e  of o f f i c e r s  f o r  1975 was elected:-  Pres ident  - George Wagner, 
Vice-President - Peter  Fer r  a i c o l i ,  Secre tary  - John Bar chino, Treas- 
u r e r  - -kt Bruner. .ill t h e  b e s t  f o r  1975. 
COLLINGWOOD & DISTRICT NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

The club members a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  make use  of t h e  new 
B u l l e t i n  Board now ready t o  put  up i tems f o r  s a l e  or i tems wanted t o  
buy. It i s  hoped t h i s  w i l l  prove valuable.  Also tho  c lub  w i l l  be 
taking p a r t  i n  Win te r fes t  being held Feb. 21,22$23. It w i l l  be fun. 



HURONIA brCTMTSMATIC ASSOCIATION 
A t  t he  l a s t  meeting t h e  main i tem of 

bus iness  was t h e  e l e c t i o n  of t h e  s l a t e  of o f f i c e r s  f o r  1975, which was 
a s  follows:- Pres ident  - Ken Prophet, Vice-President - M a i e  Ford, 
Treasurer - Cec, S h a p e ,  Secre tary  - Steve Robinson. This  was followed 
by an e x c e l l e n t  t a l k  by M r ,  Lyle Stewart of Manak Lock and Safe Co. 
who gave an e x c e l l e n t  p resen ta t ion  and t a l k  on l o c k s  and p ro tec t ion  f o r  
t h e  hone. After a w e l l  conducted auct ion  a s o c i a l  time w a s  enjoyed. 
Good luck  t o  t h e  new o f f i c e r s ,  
INGERSOLL C O I N  CLUR 

A t  t h e  l a s t  nee-Liilg, a s  with most c lubs,  t h e  elec-  
t i o n  of a s l a t e  of o f f i c e r s  f o r  1975 took place,  a t  which t h e  follow- 
ing  persons were put  i n  office:--  Pres ident  -. Ton Masters,  Vice-Pres- 
i d e n t  - George Gray, Treasurer - Len Coles, Secre tary  - Iloward Whit- 
f i e l d ,  Direc tor  s - Lorne Mercer, Charles  La i s t e r  and Aulis Koslonen. 
After t h i s  business  a s o c i a l  t i n e  was enjoyed, A l l  good wishes f o r  
1975 nwaismatically,  
NIAGARA FALLS COIN CLUB- 

The o f f i c e r s  e l e c t e d  t o  l e a d  t h e  club f o r  1975 
were :.- Presj-dent - Peter  Kostyk, Vice-.President - Donald Brown, 
Treasurer -. George Athoe, Secre tary  - Marge Smith. Pa t  Lambert thanked 
t h e  outgoing executive f o r  a job we l l  d..one. Members rece ived  good news 
i n  t h e  f o ~ m  of an announceraent t h a t  f e e s  have been reduced by 33%. I n  
these  days of i n f l a t i o n  t h i s  i s  r e a l l y  something, A t a l k  on symbols 
w a s  given by Eoward H i l l -  In  h i s  t a l k  Mr , H i l l  asked what the  r a b b i t  
symbol s t o ~ t ?  f o r  on our centennia l  n i c k e l ,  The answer he rece ived  from 
Mr, Hottot  xras t h a t  i t  showed ''how f a s t  our money goesu, A l i v e l y  
auct ion  closed -Lhe neetj.ng , 
ST, CAThARIPES C O I N  CLUB - --- -----*.*..--.- - 

The f i r  s t  meeting of 1975 saw 82 menber s and - . .  

g u e s t s  presen-L ui%h t h e  new pres iden t ,  st& A ~ ~ e 9  conducting t h e  meet- 
ing.  The marin f e e t u r e  of t h e  meeting w a s  the  O.I\T,A. Audio-visual s l i d e s  
on "Canadim Voyageur Dollar11,  This i s  a worthwhile s l i d e  and was en- 
Jayed by a l l ,  Lloyd Dorsey conC.ucteC a good auct ion,  a s s i s t e d  by 
George Oblinsky a d  W.il1i.e Nielsen, The draw winners we-?e John Turner 
and Bob Vozdzn a - d  th.e d i sp lay  w i n n c  was Jan Nielsen, A goo6 s t a r t  
f o r  1975 

STRATFOE? C O I N  CLUR -- 
The l a s t  meeting saw the  goal  of 40 members p resen t  

bea ten  by 1 and now t h e  problem a r i s e s  t h a t  a f t e r  an at tendance-of  50 
i s  reached a new neet ing  p lece  w l l l  have t o  be found as t h e  p resen t  
one w i l l  be too s n d l ,  What a l o v e l y  problem l, A progress  r e p o r t  was 
given on the  forthcoming O . N , A ,  Convention on Apr i l  26th and 27th. 
The p res iden t  s t a t e d  over 50% of t h e  bo'c'rse t a b l e s  a e  sold,  t o u r s  of 
t h e  c i t y  have been completed and n ine  pages of adver t i s ing  have been 
so ld  f o r  t h e  Souvenir Programie, Everything r e a l l y  looks  good f o r  
Apr i l ,  This  nee t ing  w a s  adver t i sed  a s  a t r ade ,  buy, s e l l ,  wheel and 
d e a l  n i g h t  and from t h e  a c t i v i t y  it was successfu l ,  A good auct ion  
closed t h e  meeting, 

YE E: S NOTE - A s  t h e r e  w a s  a degree of urgency t h i s  month i n  g e t t i n g  - - -. - - - -. . - . . - 
t h e  B u l l e t i n  ou t  e a r l y  i n  order  t o  give t h e  members time t o  g e t  i tems 
f o r  t h e  auct ion a t  t h e  Convention t o  Mr, Jack D i e t r i c h  i n  time f o r  him 
t o  get, h i s  l i s t  out  i n  t h e  March Uullet5.n some c lubs  have n o t  a r r ived .  
However they w i l l  be here i n  March, Thank you, 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 1975 - 1972 

Following t h e  procedure a s  l a i d  down i n  our By-Laws under J x t i c l e  7, 
s e c t i o n  7 reads  !'The Chairman of t h e  e l e c t i o n  committee s h a l l  cause 
t h e  n m e s  of t h e  noninees t o  be published t h r e e  months p r i o r  t o  t h e  
opening of t h e  Annual General Meeting i n  the -  Associa t ionr  s o f f i c i a l  
p ~ b l i c & i o n ~ ~ .  Carrying o u t  these  i n s t r u c t i o n s  herewith i s  a l i s t  of 
t h e  noninat ions received 5y Chairman Charles  L a i s t e r ,  NO. 3 Highway, 
Ti l lsonburg,  Ontario N ~ G  3J1 

W,. E, Pat L m b e r t  Pas t  President.oo.,,,c~,,OOO.DIDooOOUD~ooOoO 
Melvin Fiske Pres ident , .  ................................ 

E l l i o t  Jephson F i r s t  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t o . o ~ o ~ I o o O O O O o O o n D o O O O n  ... Second Vice-president .... .8&6h%Q O P ~ S G ~  
To Be Appointed Secretary, . . . . , . . .  . . . . . . . . . O . . . . . . . . . O . . . . . O  

Bruce Rasznann T r e a ~ ~ r e r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
(a) Howard Whi t f ie ld  (b) Tom Masters Direc tor  Area NO. l o o o a ~ o o ~ n o O o V O B o o O D L ) ~ ~ O O ~ ~ e  . e e e e a . m e O . L .  

Ken Wilmot .......................... Director  Area NO, 2.. 
Robert  Voaden Direc tor  3 e a  NO, 3..~e0..0.0...3~0.~ne00m0D.e0 
Bruce Brace Direc tor  Area No. 40...00.0.0.......00......... 
To Be A ~ ~ o i n t e d  D i r e c t o ~  Area Noo 5 0 . 0 . 0 0 9 0 0 0 0  oo..O.O.O.~~..e 

Gordon ............e...... Culber t  f;-:ecto~ Area No. 6,. . . . . . , .  
ib) Stan Clu te  Direc tor  ~ r e a  NO. 7. La] .TOQY.FO~~OQ~ ..................... 

Ray Pleau x ~ i r e c t o r  Area NO. 8.. .................O.......e 
Cl i f fo rd  S h i g ? ~ .  . ................ Director  Area No. 9,. 
Gerry Albert  Director  Area NO. 1 Q , . ~ . o , . ~ 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 n O 0 0 b ~ . ~ ~ . e ~  

A l l  n m e s  l i s t e d  a re  submitted with t h e  understanding t h a t  a l l  t h e  
nominees have agreed t o  stand f o r  o f f i c e ,  

Please n o t i f y  Chairman Charles L a i s t e r  , NO. 3 HighwayS Til lsonburg,  
Ontario N4-G 351, i f  t h e  l i s t i n g s  a s  noted a re  n o t  cor rec t .  
******=#* **.I-&%.&+.:): ' * S T  A 'i. ? *:>>X*:s*>k* *$*$*:%** ******* 

PUBLICITY RELEASE RE 0.  No A, CONVENTION - ---.--..- 
rrST3ATFORD WHERE HOSPITALITY BEGANIf i s  t h e  theme of t h i s  year ' s 1 3 t h  

ANNU,! CONVENTION of t h e  3NTmI0 NUl4ISMATIC ASSOCIATION CON-ENTION, 
This  Convention i s  being hosted by t h e  S t r a t f o r d  Coin Club on Apr i l  
26th and 27th, 1975, a t  t h e  Vic to r i an  Motor Inn, 
Pre s i d e n t  Pat  Lanber t announces t h a t  t h e  well- known numi snatist  , W i l l i  
Engl ish,  IG.kchcc<3 i q  t h e  gues t  speaker. Pres ident  Pa t  has  a l s o  ann- 
ounced t h a t  t h e  auct ion  w i l l  be taken care  of by t h e  well-known coin  
auct ioneer ,  Jack Die t r i ch .  Mate r i a l  nay be s e n t  t o  Jack a t  t h e  follow- 
ing  address:- M r ,  Jack D i e t r i c h ,  

22 S i r  Brandi les  Place,  
MARICHAM, Ontario L3P 2Z5, 

811 correspondence i n  r ega rds  t o  the  show should be s e n t  t o :  
S t r  a-tford Coin Club, 
P.0, Box 262, S t r a t f o r d ,  Ont, 1V586Tl 

R e  Voaden, P u b l i c i t y  D i r .  
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PROPOSED C O I N  SHOWS 
Lis ted  below a re  t h e  proposed coin club shows we have wi th  d a t e s  and 
banqueks. Please check t h i s  l i s t  a s  you decide on a d a t e  f o r  your 
forthcoming show t o  see i f  any of these  d a t e s  c o n f l i c t  wi th  your da te .  
Feb. 8 - IIuronia Nmisna t i  c. Associat ionr  s 2nd annual Mini-Show 

fea tu r ing  coins ,  stamps and ant iques during Winter C a r n i -  
va l  Week a t  t h e  Bayfield M a l l ,  Bayfield St , ,  Barr ie ,  Ont, 
Enqui r ies  r e  bourse, e t c , ,  t o  Richard 8, Ford, P,O. Box 
243, Bar r i e ,  Ontario, 

Mar. 22-23- Waterloo Coin Society annual S ~ G T F J  and banquet a t  t h e  Walper 
Hotel, King & Queen S t r e e t s ,  Kitchener,  Ont. Enqui r ies  r e  
bourse, d i sp lays ,  e t c , ,  t o  t h e  club pres ident .  

M a r .  22 - North York Coin Club Annual Show, Bourse, Book and White 
Elephant Sa le ,  a t  t h e  North York Com~unity H a l l ,  5090 Yonge 
S t r e e t ,  Willowdale, Ont. f r o n  10.00 a.m. t o  10.00 p.m. 
For information contac t  P. 0. Box 294, Willowdale, Ont. 

Apr. 1 2  - 13-City of O t t a w a  Coin Club annual show and banquet i n  t h e  
Chateau Laurier  Hotel, For Information p lease  contac t  
R. Johnston, 14  V i a  Venus, Otta~ra,  Ont, K1K ON&. 

Apr . 26-27-Ontario Nui~i smatic Association Annual Convention i n  t h e  
Vic tor ian  Motor Inn, S t r a t f o r d ,  Ont, D e t a i l s  r e  bourse, 
Displays,  Reservat ions,  e t c ,  t o  S t r a t f o r d  Coin Club, P.0, 
Box 262, S t r a t f o r d ,  Ont, 

July l k 1 6 - ~ a n ~ d i a n  Numismatic 4-ssociation Ilrnual Convention t o  be held 
i n  Calgary,. Alber ta ,  More d e t a i l s  l a t e r .  

Aug. 9 - Collingwood & D i s t r i c t  Nwnisl~atic Associat ion F i r s t  Annua 
Show a t  t h e  Lionr  s Den, Collingt.~ood, f r o n  10.00 a.m. t o  
8.00 p e n o  For i n f o r n a t i o n  r e  bourse, d i sp lays ,  e tc . ,  contac t  
Richard Ford, P,O. Box 565? Collingwood, Ont. Displays 
enqu i r i e s  t o  George Col l ins ,  P.0. Box 565, Collingwood, Ont. 

Oct. 18 - St .  Cathar ines  Coin Club Annual Show and Banquet, 
D e t a i l s  l a t e r  when arranged, 

I******* ******** ******A\::: ***SF**** ******** 
STRING ALONG WITH CHINA'S KNIFE MONEY 

( ~ r o m  the  Paramount Journal ,  October 197%) 
Thanks t o  London Punisnat ic  Society 

To m i t e  a I1shortft h i s t o r y  of China1 s k n i f e  money would be some- 
th ing  of = undertaking f o r  it a c t u e l l y  covers a longer  per iod of time 
than  t h a t  of any o ther  cormtry i n  t h e  world, 

It i s  q u i t e  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  Lydians nade t h e  f i r s t  a c t u a l  co ins  
around 700 B,C., 5ut t h e  Chinese had long been using a n u l t i p l i c i t y  of 
o b j e c t s  i n  p lace  of money, even before the  f i r s t  co in  w a s  ever a g l e m  
i n  t h e  Lydian's eyes. 

A f i n e  example of t h i s  i s  t h e  'ITaof1 o r  f lkni fef l  money. Shaped nuch 
l i k e  a kni fe ,  one could t r a d e  with it a s  successfu l ly  as wi th  a r e a l  
kn i fe .  One could a l s o  t r a d e  with a nunber of o ther  s i m i l a r  numismatic- 
a l ly-or iented  objec ts - - l ike  hoes, spades, evcn. s h i r t s .  Chinese l o g i c :  
Be t t e r  t o  use  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o b j e c t  than  the  r e a l  thing.  

It w a s  t he  f lkn i fe f l  money, however, t h a t  found t h e  most favour among 
t h e  Chinese, D i d n ' t  one, when carrying a kn i fe ,  suspend i t  from his 
b e l t  or  wrist on a s t r i p  of l e a t h e r  r u n  through a hole  i n  t h e  handle? 
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Why, then, with t h i s  method of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  so acceptable ,  shouldnr t 
one apply t h e  saue convenience t o  h i s  t rad ing  ob jec t s?  Thus t h e  llTaostl 
of l1knifeI1 noney was s t rung together  on l e a t h e r  thongs f o r  any l a r g e  
purchases r equ i r ing  a l o t  of l tcashll ,  

A s  tlie cen tu r i e s  r o l l e d  by, the  blades became smaller and smaller ,  
u n t i l  eventua l ly  t h e  ' k n i f e 1  LAoney began t o  resemble a s t r i n g  of keys, 
After awhrle, t h e  "disappearancell a c t  grew even more pronounced and by 
t h e  time Confucius mad? h i s  app.earance, t h e  l1cash1I coins  were f i n a l l y  
down t o  j u s t  a handle wi th  a square hole  i n  t h e  centre,These were ex- 
ceedingly popular with t h e  Chinese people ard by t h e  time cons t ruc t ion  
f i n a l l y  began on t h e  Great  W a l l  of China, huge q u a n t i t i e s  of Taos were 
i n  c i r c u l a t i o n ,  This  was l a t e  i n  t h e  3rd, century,  

With t h e  Taos g r e a t  popular i ty ,  they were des t ined  t o  go on and oh, 
without  any change whatsoever, f o r  almost 2,500 yea r s ,  A s  a matter  of 
f a c t ,  China a c t u a l l y  minted no nodern coinage u n t i l  1889. These bronze 
p ieces  of "knife1' money or  Taos, i f  you w i l l ,  soon took on t h e  name of 
l1cashtt coinage. This  should n o t  be confused with our term ltcashl'. An 
i n t e r e s t i n g  thing about Chinese l1cashl1 coiils i s  t h a t  they a r e  of  j u s t  
one value,  There a r e  4 charac te r s  on t h e  obverse t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  ru l e r r  s 
name and t o  t e l l  t h e  people t h a t  i t  i s  a l lprecious coinf1. Q u i t e  frequ- 
e n t l y  t h e  r e v e r s e s  were l e f t  blank but  occas ional ly  a -couple of 
cha rac te r s  would i n d i c a t e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of the  mint,  

I f  one wishes t o  c o l l e c t  the  Chinese g'cashll noney, c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
would be easy, There were t e n  main dynas t i e s  which produced these  coins,  
The Chow Dynasty, 1122-1255 B.C., t he  Han Enpire,  206 B.Co-220 A,D, ,  
t h e  Wei Dynasty, 386-557, t h e  Sui, 581-618, t h e  T 1  ang, 618--906, Northern 
Sung, 960-1126, Southern Sung, 1126-1644 and t h e  Chling (or Manchu) 
Dynasty, 1644-1912, 

So go ahead, grab a s t r i p  of  l e a t h e r  and s t r i n g  yourse l f  a col lec-  
t i o n  of China1 s I1lmifet1 noney. Fabulous. 
Reference and recconnended ready : I l l u s t r a t e d  Zncyclopedia of World 
Coins -- Hobson & Obo j sk i .  

THIS ' N  THAT 
Right  o f f  t h e  b a t  l e t  ne say here t o  those coin c lubs  who 

a r e  normally represented  i n  t h i s  B u l l e t i n  t h a t  I r e g r e t  t h a t  t h i s  month 
your club news w i l l  a r r i v e  too  l a t e  f o r  i n s e r t i o n ,  however I pronise  
t h a t  you w i l l  be i n  t h e  March B u l l e t i n  f o r  sure. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  
apology I would a l s o  remind club b u l l e t i n  e d i t o r s  t h a t  I would l i k e  all 
your b u l l e t i n s  t o  a r r i v e  a t  P,O, Box 311, St.  Cathar ines  a t  t h e  l a t e s t  
t h e  25th of t h e  month---- A s  Convention t i n e  draws near ,  I would respect -  
f u l l y  draw our members a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h r e e  a o s t  important  i t e n s  coning 
up - (a) E lec t ion  of Off icers ,  you w i l l  see elsewhere i n  t h i s  E u l l e t i n  
those members who are w i l l i n g  t o  stand and a c t  f o r  YOU, t h e  nerabws. We 
t r u s t  t h a t  you w i l l  a t tend  t h e  General Meeting t o  g ive  them your support. 
(b) We have t o  d i s c u s s  what we a r e  going t o  do i n  t h e  f u t u r e  as far  a s  
judging i s  concerned, more of t h i s  from Chairman Ray Pleau and (c) 
menber sh ip  and t h e  drop i n  c lub  members; please,  come prepared t o  g ive  
us your ideason how we can inprove our membership and indeed t h e  whole 
opera t ion  of th;= O.N.A,*****FinaJ_ly, I would s t r e s s  t h e  iraportance of 
g e t t i n g  your auct ion n a t e r i a l  away t o  our f r i e n d ,  Jack De i t r i ch ,  as 
e a r l y  a s  poss ib le  t o  t h e  address shown elsewhere i n  t h i s  Bulletin--- 
So long f o r  now, M r .  & Mrs, Ye Ed. 


