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W8QBEA MItlELS = take 'ern!' 
A HISTORY OF WOODEN MONEY 

WHO EVER FIRST S A I D  Don't t a k e  any wooden nicklcn* 
was shv ious ly  not  a numismatist, for if he were he w o u l d  know 
that wooden rnoncy forms an i n t e r e s t i n g  and important  part of 
collecting. A s  lonc ago as the Ryzantinc E m p i r e  wood was used 
for making money. The Ryzan+ines were great t r a d e r s  and found 
wood a convcn.i.cnt and e a s i l y  obta inable  means of exchange. Jn 
t h e  eastern areas  of t h e  a n c i e n t  wor ld ,  wood was a l s o  used as  a 
means of exchanrfc al,though t h e  va3,ue of the money was seldom stab- 
il i t e d .  The rn4i.a of cxcilange reflected the unstable si.tuati.on 
t h a t  e x i s t e d  in the i a s t  few centuri  cs before Christ. 

The wooden t a l l y  s t i c k s  of England and China ape t h e  
best  known examples of wooden odd and curious money. In Enq- 
l a n d ,  w i l l o w  tally s t i c k s  were used i n  t h e  l a t e  M i d d l e  Aces, 
and i n  A ~ f a  t h e y  w e r e  employed a s  l a t e  as t h e  beginnine: of the 
n i . n e t e e n t h  century. These s t i c k s ,  made of light wood c o u l d  be , 1 * 

marked to i n d i c a t e  the amount sf money that w a s  due. The sticks 
wcre then cut i n  half lengthwise by the creditor who kept harp 
and gave the other h a l f  ta the debtor. Wooden money was used aZ- 
most e x c l u s i v e l y  i n  A s i a .  Japan i s s u e d  n e c e s s i t y  money in wood 
dur ing  the  Russian-Japanese w a s .  Other countr ies  to issue wooden 
manay were Tihet, China,  and areas  in Africa and the South Seas. 

Durinz the post  World W a r  Z d e p r e s s i o n  in Europe, wooden 
money was used as a medium of exchange.  T h 5 s  money was s i m i l a r  to ' - 4  

w e l l  known porcelain t o k e n s  that werr i s s u e d  i n  t h e  period that 
found German and Austri.an currency worth less .  

It was also because of depression that wood was used in 
the United States to make money. The city of Tenino Washineon, 
in Thurston County issued t h e  F i r s t  wooden money in t h e  U,S. in 
l Q 3 1 .  This a l l o w e d  the people of t h e  c i t y  to have a medium of ex- 
chance to r ~ p l a c ~  the Frozen assets of t h e  hank. Resides b e i n g  an 
c a s i l y  obtainable medium of exchanqe, it enebled': the  Chamber of 
Comrnercc of T c n i n o  to makc t h e  m o s t  of the-fact that t h r i r  c i t y  
had issued the Ion= m a l i m e d  uoodtn manty .  This currency was i s s -  
ued in the denominations of 2 j ~ ,  ~ O C ,  S 1 . 0 0 ,  S5.06, and $10.00. 
Thcy wcre issued in var ious  series s t a r t i n c  with the December, 
lo31 s e t *  



The number of pieces p r i n t e d  var ied  From 105 of the December, 
1931 ten-dollar pieces to 5000 of t h e  April, 1932 twenty-five , 

c e n t  pieces. In order to protect aga ins t  counterfeit ing t h e  
signatures OF t h e  three trustees of t h e  bank were stamped on 
t h e  issues. The rectangular t o k e n s  wore printed by Teninoqs 
newspaper and made of Sitka spruce w i t h  a sheet of paper in bt- 
tween the two p i e t t s  of wood. 

R l a i n e ,  Washineon i s s u e d  the  fis& wooden n i c k e l  in 
1 9 3 3 .  This i s s u e  w a s  a l s o  made for the purpose of a s s i s t i n g  t h e  
depress ion str icken people of the city. It commemorated the . . 
Peace Arch, under  which P r e s i d e n t  Johnson and Canadian Prime 
M i n i s t e r  tester Pcasson signed a treaty for mutual use of the 
Columbia River, , when they wcrc i n  of f i ce .  Today both the Ten- 
ino and Rlaine issues are d e s i r a b l e  numismatic i t e m s .  When one 
compares t h e  December, 1921 $10.00 Tenifio piece with a t o t a l  
i.s.rue of 105 to t h e  1931 S L i n c o l n  cent  w i t h  an i s s u e  of 866,080 
it is obvious how scarce these pieces arc. 

The T s n i n o  and Blaine issues b ~ o u q h t  a great deal of 
publicity to wooden money. Orders F r o m  a l l  parts  of t h e  world 
poured i n t o  these c i t i e s .  
Tt was not long after  thcrc- 
fore, that some e n t e r p r i s i n g  
i n d i v i d u a l s  s o u ~ h t  to take 
advantaqe oS the publicity 
cotten hv t h e  wooden issues 
of Washineon .  t h e s e  i n d i v i d -  
uals issucd several  different 
vari~ties for t h e  Century of 
Pro~rcss w o r l d s  fair in Chie- 
aRo in 1 0 3 3 .  After 1933 wooden 
n i c k e l s  w p r r  issued in every 
park  of t h e  country for every 
5.ma~inabla purpose. To honor 
the opening of GOYE WITH THE 
WJYB i n  Atlanta, to c o m m c m o r -  

In 1933, the t i fy  of Trnina, ttraskinglofi issved th13 
thin shect of timber m'lh a $1 rrvaltmtim. 
Srcsident Catrin Coolidwe tcad portra ypd iin ink. 

a t e  the Kewance Tllinois Hoe 
Days, and to msmarialize the 
death of W i l l  Ro~crs,ts open 
d i f f c ~ e n t  types of b u s i n e s t s ,  
to honor b i r t h d a y s ,  annivers-  
ar i e s ,  e tc .  

It was discovcrcd  that i s s u i n g  wooden money was an easy 
way of pny inc  f o ~  local  c e l e b r a t i o n s  and anniversar ies .  These 
i s s u e s  in the l a t e  thirties and forties were printed on 2+x4 
inch pieces of l i ~ h t  wood. Many of t h e s e  issues were printed by 
the John R Ro~ers Producin~ Cmpany of Fostoria, Ohio. T n  the 
ear ly  f i f t i e s ,  however, r e c t a n u l a r  i s s u e s  which w a r e  extremely 
f raq i l e  and relatively e x p e n s i v e  to p r i n t  were replaced by thin 
circular t o k e n s  s imi lar  to those issued by Blaine in 1 0 3 3 .  These 



wooden i s s u e s  were also too  fragi le  and r e l a t i v e l y  expensive 
to print. Since  1957 t h e  most common type of wooden money has 
been printed on 1 d\ pieces of harder wood. Usual ly  these i s s u e s  
have a , s tack design on one side saying *wooden n i c k e l n  or a 
s i m i l a r  s logan and a special design on t h e  o ther  s i d e . .  

The f i r s t  Canadian i s s u e  of woodcn money was i s sued  at 
Prcscott . Ontario, 1938 .  T h i s  i s s u e  comrntrorated thc St. L a w r e -  
n c e  3 n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace C e n t e n n i a l .  T h e r e  w e r e  5000 pieces i s n -  
ued . 

f n Montreal Quebec, 1850,  t h e  Dominion E x h i b i t i o n  i s sued  
a black  walnut wooden medal.  These  w e r e  on1.g 3 0  known issued 
p i e c e s .  It, is the rarest issuer in Canada. 

Aftcr two decades of o b s c u r i t y ,  wooden money again received 
agrent  deal OF publicity l a s t  s p r i n g ,  On May 2 0 .  1964 the F i r s t  
S n t i o n a l  Rank of !Ionroe, Wisconsin issued 20.000 wooden n i c k e l s  
which werc to be used in p l a c e  of standard coins because of t h e  
c o i n  s h o r t a c e .  The news wire services picked up t h e  story and :. - 
soon a r d ~ r s  for thrsr wooden nickels w e r e  FSooding i n t o  t h e  bank 
as t h e y  had t h i r t y  years  carlier in T c n i n o .  Aftcr a l l  but 4 5 0  
of these n i c k c l s  had been distributed, the Treasury Department 
decided t h a t  the  bank i n  Wisconsin was i s s u i n g  t h c i  r own money 
because t h e  tokens had no e x p i r a t i o n  date. a s  d i d  a12 other woad- 
pn tokens. S i n c e  the Srcrct Service s e i z e d  t h e i s s u e .  the 1964 
Yonroe t o k e n s  have become very scarce. 

The great success OF these wooden issue caused many busin- 
essmen to i s s u e  woodcn n i c k e l s  to adver t i s e  t h e i r  store or h u s i n - ~  
e s s ,  ft seems t h a t  people  do not  w i s h  to discard  wooden money 
and they  do serve as excellent adver t i s ing  d e v i c e s .  

I n  order to c l a s s i f y  wooden money w e  can say there are 
three p r i n c i p a l  groups of wooden nieke ls :  

I . . Depression issues 
2 . .  Celebration i s s u e s  
3..Private advertising issues 

Jn the l a s t  f i f t e e n  years, wooden nickels have become ex- 
tremely popular n u m i  smatic i t e m s .  Duc to t h e  rise i n  coin prices 
many collrctors have turncd to the vast  f i e l d  of wooden money 
to find enjovment while there is no n ~ c d  to spend a great ~ P A Z  
of money. fn t h e  s p r i n q  of 1964 t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Organizat ion 
of Woodcn Money Collectors was founded,and it now has  about 3005 
members in t h e  United S t a t e s  and Canada. T n  January 1st; 197 5 
thr Canadian Association of Wooden Money Collectors was founded. 
The Canadian A s s s o c i a t i o n  has 1 4 5  members in Canada and United 
S t a t e s ,  p l u s  one m e m b e r  in Darwin ,  t lu s t ra l i a .  Whoever says 



" D O N 9  TAKE ANY WOODEY XTCKECS is pass ine  up an enjoyable 
aspect  of our hobby which a f f o r d s  a vast col lect ing area at a 
rclatlv~ly l o w  cost. 

ATTESTTOS ALL C O I N  CLUB PRESfDFSTS AKD EXECUTXVES ETC: 

The O n t a r i o  Y u m i s m a t i c  Association and the Canadian Numismatic 
As..;aciat.ion has fo incd to cather to promote COTN WEEK CANADA, 
April 14th:  to 19th; 1950 i n  Ontario. 

You will rece ive  From your r t ~ i n a l  director a Coin Week Canada 
K i t .  We would like for you to set up d i s p l a y s  in your local shopp- 
 in^ malls, schools, Libraries, and stores, ctc. W e  would like to 
sec t h i s  hobby o f  Surnismatjc to gran. In order for it to grow w e  
m u s t  work hard to promotc our local  clubs and our various associat-  
i o n s .  

Lrts have a s u c c e s s f u l  COTS WEEK CANADA, A P R I L  1 4  to PO, T 9 R O  
t h i s  year. 



FEBRUARY 1 6 ,  19R0 

Huronia  Yurnisrnatic Associat ion ' s C o i n ,  
Stamp and Ant ique  Show 

Rayfield Mal l ,  Bayfie ld Street, 
Rarrie, O n t a r i o  

MARCH 1st; 19e0  
MORTH Y Q R K ,  OYTARTO. m .  

Yorth York C o i n  Club" slnnual Coin  Show & 
White Elephant Salc. 

YarCh Y o r k  Community Hall 
5090 Yonqc Strcct , 

WilXowdalr, Ontarj o. 
Far i n  f ormat i on. . . Chairman. . Ilarvey Farrow 

P . O .  Osx  2 9 4 ,  S t a ;  +' A ", 
W i 2 l o 1 ~ , d a l e ,  Ontario. 

?:x ?.y?:-''n*r <:'-:;:+' .y c,~y*=>+?+<, 

MAY 23 to 2 5 ,  1 4 8 0  
O t t a w a ,  Clntar-in.. . . . 

OSTARIO YVWTSMATTC ASSOCIATI ON ' S  
18th; Annual C o n v ~ n t i o n  
Downtown Holiday Inn Tower, 
1013 Kcnt St rcet , O t t a w a ,  Ont ; 

For j r m l ' c  rtrr;tt.ion . . . .Host Club. . . C j  ty of Gttaha C o i n  Clch 
P . C m  Po:< Vnt)*- zt +.; j -  m '  1 

O t t a w a ,  Ontaric. 
*.+ f.*pr:py,<C< ' . .~.yy,~<*y>*<:q..y. .X;i 

JUSE 29th; 1050  
Brant ford ,  Ontarf o.. . . . , 

Rrantfosd  Numismatic Society's 
20th; Annivcssary C o i n  Show 
Bourse - D r a w s  - E x h i b i t s  - Awards 
Aurlitoriurn - Rrantf ord & D i s t r i c t  C i v i c  
Centre ,  South M a r k e t  St; 
B m n t f o r d ,  Ontario. 

For in format ion . .  . John Rarchino 
P.O. box 9 5 3 ,  
Brant ford, Ontar io ,  
93r  gsa 



MOYTREAL, QUEBEC* 
C.N.A, 1980 Convention 

For i n f o m a t i o n . . .  Guy Leatrade, 
P . O .  Box 1 1 4 ,  
S t a t i o n  "RR, 
Montreal, Quebec, 

i f3B  3K9 
**H8+*QeQY*eGC%Q+C%Y3C**Jr4** 

OCTORER 19th; 1980 
Tillsanhurc, O n t a r i o - .  . 

TiLlsonburq Coin Club's 
Annual Coin  Show 
Tillsonburg Community Centre, 
Tillsonhurge , Ontario. 

For i n f o r r n a t i ~ n . ~ .  Douq Yitchcner 
P Myrtle S t r e e t ,  
Ti l l . sonburg ,  O n t a r i o ,  
Y6C 4G4 

? X ~ ~ + p X ~ ~ + ~ ~ ? ~ ~ ~ P ? ~ ? H X 3 C O F O n X . ~  

mj to 15, 1 9 a t  
T o r o n t o ,  Ontario. . 

Internat ional  Paper Money Conercss and E x h i b i t i m  
For i n f o r m a t i o n . .  . . . Inttrpam 8 1  ' 

P.O. Box 7 0 4 ,  Sta;  nBn 
Willowdale, Ontario, 
V2K 2P9. 

C G e E p 3 + % # C + V F + + + 8 e E C C P X + . L r * * 5 , K  



Membership 

NEW MEYBERS: 

Thc following applications have hsen receivrd and 
if no w r i t t e n  object ions are received, their acceptance will 
he acknowltdg~d i n  t h e  February issue of the Ontario Numismatist. 

E l  1 5  Graham Ncale, Rox 8 5 2 5 ,  Ottawa, ant; KPG 3H9 

11 3 h  Lnrnc R. Wilson, 903 - 45  C a r o l i n e  St; N; 
Wakerloa, O n t a r i o ,  N2L 2 Y 6  

1 1 3 7  A .  Nielsen, P . 0 .  Box 2 7 7 ,  S t a ;  ' A f ,  Weston, 
O n t a r i o ,  ?f9N 3W7 

* Q  **<-O+P"C"T.O'~ 

T h e  Tollowing have t r a n s f c r c d  f rm remlar membership 
to t i f c  htembership. * . 

I.51 53 Carl Anderson, Willowdale, O n t .  
L'I -54 Gary nraunwarth, Calgary, A l t a .  

%?:C'iO%.'C<: 5% FYr#C 

CHhYGE OF ADDRESS: 
C9j CAYXnfAN LARGE CENTS CLUB, 

(old addrpssS c/o b e & i ~ $ . 2 ~ ~ n r t e r s 9  

( new address )  

Pineville, La. 
71360 U.S.A. 

C/O Louis H tewry 
1161 3rd; Avenue N.W. 
!loose Jaw, Saskatchewan, 
Canada, S6H 3V1 



COIN CLASSIFIEDS 
BUY AND SELL 

SUDBVRY, ONTARIO TRADE TDKEWS. . . 
FOR SALE 
1979 Sudbury, Ontar5o . . . .  $2 .00  Trade Taken 

r to 4 . .  . S 2 . 5 0  each plus .50e per item Far 
postage and h a n d l i n g .  

5 or more $ 2 . 0 0  each no handling charges. 

C . F .  ? jart in  
Sudhury Co5n Shop Ltd; 
99 E l m  S t f e t t ,  West, 
Sudbury , O n t a r i o ,  

P3C IT3 

OUTSTAVDIWG VALUE 
0.x.  A .  Simves ? ! c d a l l i o n s  Available 

1 9 7 3 ,  1974,  and 1975- 
Those > l e d a l l i o n s  each contain over ,$ Troy 
oz; of pure silver, 
$15.00 each, supply is l i m i t e d .  

K . W .  W i l m o t  
P .O .  Box 7 6 ,  
S e b r i n g v i l l e  , Ontar io ,  
. ;. '-qf)X?-fxO 

* W A N T E D *  
m d  h - r r  po*ll b = w  &a. nmu IUwtmt4 m - p l r r q  ckr r  m-1. 

mwr* pnfmwl f:o% P m  O=csx: R ~ t t m r d .  L#f!m 3 e - x  TbUh Tsmlyda& 
ur&.r, Mrpor& Trmqelltt~. Emor& Cltbcs* nf l r? .  mQt*I?dU'Jo3, Hcsal Vtr. 
wn. XL P : t w t ,  O l r J ~ f d .  h:l.eh Olra H o n U  Widld&woF, O a l r r k m ,  O ~ o s & r g *  
id& pub Ctruun, #L M o r n .  U f o A  Jur.ctloa Amrroz84 Rlru m e .  I , e t o p t g s t r ,  h+ 
Prrk B z ~ m e h  m'r M z r r r i h .  C~:bomltw, ErrC Otk- Echo Plru, TJec:d 
FWrJ. T m U  EL.rmlm. b ~ o # &  Kelt4 k n t f o e  E c k b r l  KR D u r m  Ktw. 
pet% l o r . s ! O  C r n ? t ~  F d r  JmcCca. m a 4 b .  Eow3%uk, B!r  Satiorw. &xry.n~ar Cqr. 
mr*, Bcr I p r k y r  t r w u o r *  v'mlbu); A U h -  X h i : r m  X!Ilrw. NmrigaUc3: to:nr. 

lohem& m- h G h  p!mn s e r b a  =s% ml'urc Ytar-Lmkq O w r - r  .tc h I A *  , , A. I3ARCWN0, cus P.O. or Bax t-uia C v m r 7 o D d a ~ ~  953, Bmnttord, i a ~ ~ s h  Ontario, C a d s -  

i AIMm- C M A . C P ~ O B .  O H A . ,  R P S ~  ORVPL.  PMSC. 10~11. J K S * ~ ~ )  N3f 5SF 

A nothcr service of the  0 . Y . A .  to t h e i r  members to take advantage 
of. ... You can place an advertisement on t h i n  paac each month as 
shown as above for only  $ 2 . 0 0  per month. Send information and money 
to:.. 0 , 5 , A *  Want Adds 

P . G .  Box 3 3 ,  
Waterloo, Ontario ,  
22.7 37.6 


