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By Bruce R.  Watt 
Edited from 
OSHAWA TIMES 

Every community along t h e  r i m  of t h e  Great Lakes has  i t s  
share  of s t o r i e s  and legends of sunken t r e a s u r e  and buried 
caches of gold and s i l v e r  co ins ,  according t o  Ear l  Hann, pas t  
pres ident  of t h e  Oshawa and D i s t r i c t  H i s t o r i c a l  Socie ty .  

And Oshawa i s  no d i f f e r e n t .  

O N E  OF  the more Hill, near the Port of were afraid to keep their the cemetery was moved 'I 

circulated stories ac- O s h a w a  P i o n e e r  money in banks during to its present site a few 
cordingtoEarlHann,has C e m e t e r y .  R u m o r s  the Civil War or coun- years ago construction 
it that pots of old coins suggest the money could terfeiters who operated in activity failed to turn up may have been buried in have been squirreled the area. Ham said when even one coin. 
the vicinity of Dunbar's away by Americans who 



Hann s a i d  many of t h e  s t o r i e s  of bur i ed  money he has  
heard over t h e  y e a r s  a r e  j u s t  t h a t  - s t o r i e s .  But a  few, he 
concedes, could be t r u e .  

Take t h e  s t o r y  of bur ied  coins  on Dunbar H i l l ,  f o r  example, 
he sa id .  

I n  1878 s t o r i e s  have it, an American v i s i t o r  t o  Oshawa 
nosing around t h e  water f ront  dug up a  pot o r  k e t t l e  of co ins  
on Dunbar H i l l ,  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  por t  of Oshawa Poneer 
Cemetery. 

Residents i n  t h e  a rea  beleived t h e  money belonged t o  Amer- 
i c a n  C i v i l  War refugees  who buried t h e  co ins  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  dur- 
a t i o n  of t h e  u n r e s t .  

Hann s a i d  with t h e  war a t  an end and t h e  United S t a t e s  
beginning t o  recover ,  t h e  Americans were withdrawing t h e i r  
money from t h e  improvised bank. 

Oshawals wooded lakeshore was a l s o  known i n  t h e  e a r l y  
1800's  a s  t h e  home away from home f o r  American c o u n t e r f e i t e r s .  

An Oshawasett ler,  Thomas Conant i n  h i s  book of L I F E  I N  
CANADA t e l l s  hcw New England c o u n t e r f e i t e r s  came over a f t e r  
t h e  War of 1812 t o  s e t  up t h e i r  mints i n  t h e  dense woods of 
Lower Canada. 

The Americans spec ia l i zed  i n  m i l l i n g  fake  Spanish and Mexi- 
can coins ,  a  common currency of t h e  day, he s a i d .  

Conant s a i d  t h a t  t h e  c o u n t e r f e i t e r s  melted t h e  s i l v e r  co ins  
down, and mixed them with l ead .  The c o u n t e r f e i t  c o i n s  were 
mi l led  s o  c a r e f u l l y  t h a t  one Montreal bank accepted $4,000 
of t h e  queer s t u f f  . 

Conant s a i d  American paymasters used t o  c r o s s  Lake Ont- 
a r i o  on a  r egu la r  b a s i s  t o  buy c o u n t e r f e i t  d o l l a r s  and exchange 
them f o r  r e a l  co ins .  

Hann s a i d  r e fe rences  t o  c e r t a i n  i n c i d e n t s  i n  o ld  documents 
l e d  him t o  be le ive  events  happened which could l ead  t o  bur ied  
money. 

Af ter  a l l  Oshawal s h i s t o r y  was ln t  t h a t  d u l l ,  'I he pointed 
out .  



Residents  a r e  always digging up a r t i f a c t s  over a  century 
o ld ,  Hann pointed.  o u t .  !!Why not  money t h e n ,  ' 1  he asked. 

The Robinson House Museum, he  s a i d  h a s  t.wo o r  t h r e e  o l d  
cannon b a l l s  which were recovered from t h e  Second Marsh where 
t h e  s t o r y  goes t h a t  anc the r  s loop  sough re fuge  from American 
war sh ips .  

Bob Stephenson, an amateur a rchaeo log i s t  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  
sunken s h i p s ,  ag rees  with  Hann t h a t  every community a long t h e  
l a k e  has  i t s  sha re  of s t o r i e s .  

"1 t h i n k  a  l o t  of them a r e  perpe tua ted  by people who l i k e  
t o  rommanticizeYn Stephenson s a i d .  

I n  t h e  y e a r r s  Stephenson has  spent  search ing  and f ind ing  
o l d  wrecks i n  Lake Ontar io ,  t h e  most t h e  d i v e r  has  found was 
s h i p  f i t t i n g s .  

One s t o r y  Stephenson l i k e s  t o  
t e l l  involves  t h e  strong-box of 
money l o s t  on shore  j u s t  west of 
Darlington P rov inc ia l  Park by 
French f u r  t r a d e r s .  

Late i n  t h e  1700's he  s a i d  a  
French s loop  was s e n t  t o  provis ion  
and p ick  up money from an i l l e g a l  
fu r - t r ad ing  post  i n  t h e  Darlington 
Park a r e a .  

A B r i t i s h  s loop  wa i t ing  fu r -  
t h e r  e a s t  f o r  t h e  French v e s s e l  
forced  it t o  go aground. The crew 
rowed ashore from t h e  s h i p  car ry-  
i n g  t h e i r  strong-box . 

Stephenson s a i d  when t h e  men 
were rounded up by t h e  B r i t i s h  
t r o o p s  ashore days l a t e r  t h e  s t rong-  
box was miss ing ,  

That rumor, he s a i d  was pass- 
ed from genera t ion  t o  genera t ion  by 
one of t h e  f a m i l i e s  with  proper ty  on 
t h e  l a k e .  

You can accept  it o r  n o t ,  he 
s a i d .  

THE MOST EARL HANN has come across buried h. 
Oshawa are twoold cannon balls and a flintlock pistol. The 
past president of the Oshawa and District Historical 
Society hastened lo edd that it didn't mean something 
more valuable such as money could have been buried in 
the area. Old stories and rumors of buried wealth always 
circulate in smslI communities. he said - more so if the 
community is lxeted along the s h o w  of the Great Lakes. 



Association News: 

A s  of October 20th;  1980, t h e  19th;  Annual O . N . A .  Con- 
vent ion  Dates and Location h a s  been changed t o . . . . . . . . .  

NEW DATES........ APRIL 24, 25  & 26th; 1981. 

NEW LOCATION. . . . . SKYLON TOWER, wi th  accomodations a t  
t h e  YOUR HOST BEST WESTERN MOTOR I N N ,  
NIAGARA FALLS , ONTARIO.  

HOST CLUB........ NIAGARA FALLS C O I N  CLUB. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Skylon Tower.. . . .  70 Bourse Tables  (65% a l r eady  s o l d ) .  
Large Display Area, Auction Area, 
Banquet F a c i l i t i e s ,  e t c .  

Your Host Best  Western Motor Inn . .  . Adjacent t o  t h e  
Skylon Tower, 280 Rooms, Waterbeds, 
2 Swimming Pools, Licensed Restaurant  
e t c ;  block t o  t h e  f a l l s .  

Convention Chairpersons. .  . . Me1 Fiske,  O.N.A.  
7795 Beaverdams Rd; 
Niagara F a l l s ,  Ontar io ,  
L2H 1 ~ 6  

M r s  Marjor ie  Smith, Niagara 
F a l l s  Coin Club. 

51 38 Willmott S t  ; 
Niagara F a l l s ,  Ontar io ,  

Bourse Chairman... . . . . . . . .  George Shave 
R . R . # ~  
Wainf leet ,  Ontar io ,  
LOS 1vo 









Display Chairman......... Fred Barley 

Head Judge .............. Robert P o r t e r ,  O.N.A. 

Delegates Breakfast  Chairman... Henry Burke, O.N.A. 

O.N.A.  Lot te ry  Chairman... Ken Wilmot, O.N .A .  

MEMBERSHIP 

NEW MEMBERS. 

The a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  membership t o  t h e  Ontar io Numismatic 
a s soc ia t ion ,  which appeared i n  t h e  July-August i s s u e  of t h e  
Ontario Numismatist have been accepted. 

The fol lowing a p p l i c a t i o n s  have been received and i f  no 
w r i t t e n  ob jec t ions  a r e  rece ived ,  t h e i r  acceptance w i l l  be ack- 
nowledge i n  t h e  December i s s u e  of t h e  Ontar io Numismatist. 

1158.. Terry A .  Campell, P.O. Box 2 6 ,  Oshawa, Ont; L1H 7 ~ 8  

1159.. B a s i l  Latham, P.O. Box 503, Adelaide S t ;  P.O.,  
Toronto, Ontario,  M5C 2 ~ 6 .  

C 

1160.. M r s .  Bev. Lenz, P.O. Box 33,  Waterloo, Ontario,  
N 2 J  326 



Ontario Numismatic Association 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

................................................................... APPLICANT: Mr. Mrs. Miss Jr. Club 
(Enc~rcle correct title) P L W E  PRINT IN FULL 

ADDRESS ............................................................. : .............................................................. 
!Co-rect tttle- S t ,  Ave.. Cr., Rd., etc.) Citv Prov. Postal Code Phone 

.............................................................................. CLUB CORRESPONDENT: Name 
!For Clubs Only) Address C~tv  Prov. Postal Code Phone 

................ .................... ............... .... AFFILIATIONS: C.N.A. No. ; A.N.A. No. Others: 
........................................................ My pat-ticular interests in Numismatics are: 

I f  accepted into membership of the Ontario Numismatic Association, I will 
abide by its Constitution. I HAVE NEVER BEEN EXPELLED OR REFUSED 
MEMBERSHIP IN ANY NUMISMATIC CLUB OR ASSOCIATION. 

APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE: ............................................................ DATED ................ 
DUES PER CALENDAR YEAR . 

Regular $5.00 C Life Membership (subject to bylaws) $50.00 
Junior (up to 18) $3.00 Club or Association $ 10.00 
Husband and wife one journal) $7.00 w;~ -a .I -. 

Remittances payable to the 
ONTARIO NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION, P.O. Box 33, Waterloo, Ontario NZJ 326 

DATE OF BIRTH ............................ ............ APPLICANT'S O.N.A. No. ...................... 
(Junior Members Only) 

Will you please send me information on: .................... O.N.A. MEDALS ............ 

DECEMBER I S  MEMBERSHIP 
MONTH. USE THE ABOVE 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
FORM TO SPONSOR A NEW 
MEMBER FOR THE YEAR OF 
1 9 8 1 .  
WE NEED YOU SUPPORT 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
CONSIDERATION. 

BRUCE RASZMANN 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN , 



1 9 8 ~  AWARD of MERIT 
Nomination Form 

W e  would l i k e  t o  sumit  t h e  fo l l owing  Numismatist f o r  t h e  mcst 
cover ted .  "AWARD of M E R I T ,  of t h e  ONTARIO NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION.t1 

NAME ......................... ........................ 

NAME ......................... . m e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

The f c l l owing  a r e  some of t h e  r ea sons  f o r  our Nomination - 
( L i s t  achievements ,  S p e c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  w r i t i n g ,  Research,  
Advancement of Numismatics.) 

.............................................................. 
( p l e a s e  u s e  s e p a r a t e  s h e e t s  i f  neces sa ry )  

RULES : Nomination: 1  Res iden t  of On ta r io  
2 Summary t o  be i n c l u d e d  
3 Clos ing  d a t e ,  March 24th;  1981 

MARK ENVELOPE: "AWARD of MERIT"  and mai l  t o  Award of Mer i t  
Chairman, Robert P o r t e r ,  46  Bankf ie ld  D r ;  Rexdale,  On ta r io ,  
M9V 2 ~ 8 .  

IMPORTANT: Make s u r e  two s i g n a t u r e s  a r e  on your nomination form 
a s  two a r e  r e q u i r e d .  Members n o t  wishing t o  m u t i l a t e  t h e i r  
c o p i e s  of t h e  NUMISMATIST, may t a k e  t h e  neces sa ry  i n fo rma t ion  
down on p l a i n  paper and ma i l  t o  Bob P o r t e r ,  bu t  make s u r e  
YOU HAVE TWO SIGNATURES. 



E L E C T I O N  OF O F F I C E R S  FOR 1981-1983 

I n  a c c ~ r d a n c e  w i t h  our B y - L a w s  an A m e n d m e n t s  passed a t  t h e  
A n n u a l  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g ,  M a y  1977,  A r t i c l e  7 ,  S e c t i o n  5,  w e  
quote: " A l l  n o m i n a t i o n s  s h a l l  be m a d e  i n  w r i t i n g ,  s igned by . 
a m e m b e r  i n  gocd s tanding  o r  by an o f f i c e r  ~f a m e m b e r  c l u b  
t h a t  i s  i n  good s t a n d i n g ,  and s e n t  t o  t h e  C h a i r m a n  of t h e  
E l e c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e .  A l l  n o m i n a t i o n s  m u s t  be a c c o m p a n i e d  by 
a w r i t t e n  acceptance f r o m  t h e  n o m i n e e  o r  a d e c l a r a t i o n  s igned 
by t h e  n o m i n a t o r s  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  n o m i n e e  s h a l l  s t a n d  f c r  
o f f i ce  i f  elected. F a i l u r e  t c  do t h i s ,  n o m i n a t i o n  s h a l l  be 
i n v a l i d  a n d  t h e  n o m i n e e  s l?.al l  be advised.  

N o m i n a t i o n  s h a l l  c lose  fou r  m o n t h s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  opening 
of t h e  A n n u a l  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g .  T h e  c l o s i n g  d a t e  f o r  t h i s  
n o m i n a t i o n  i s  D e c e m b e r  2 4 t h ;  1980. 

T h e  C h a i r m a n  m a i l i n g  a d r e s s  i s , :  H e n r y  B u r k e ,  P . O .  B o x  : 
33 ,  Waterloo, O n t a i o ,  N 2 J  326 ( O.N.A. NOMINATIONS)  

U s e  t h e  f o l l i n g  f o r m  t c .  send i n  your n o m i n a t i o n s  =#= 

4 
P R E S I D E N T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  a 

0 ........ F I R S T  VICE-PRESIDENT.....,.....................m.* 

SECOND V I C E - P R E S I D E N T . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .................... 
t;. 

S E C R E T A R Y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .......................... 
TREASURER..........e..e.................ee.....e.........~ 

DIRECTOR,  AREA # l a  ......................................... 
DIRECTOR,  

DIRECTOR,  

DIRECTOR, 

DIRECTOR, 

DIRECTOR, 

DIRECTOR,  

DIRECTOR,  

DIRECTOR,  

AREA 

AREA 

AREA 

AREA 

AREA 

A r e a  

AREA 

AREA 

DIRECTOR, AREA #9 ......................................... 
DIRECTOR, AREA 3 1 0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .......................... 



CHAS. B .  LAISTER TROPHY 

The "Chas. B. L a i s t e r  Trophy" donated t o  t h e  
Ontar io  Numismatic Assoc i a t i on  f o r  Annual 
Competition of O.N.A. Member Club Displays .  

. T h i s  t rophy  w i l l  be up f o r  compet- 
i t i o n  a t  t h e  19 th ;  Annual O.N.A.  Convent- 
i o n ,  hos ted  by t h e  Niagara F a l l s  Coin Club, 
A p r i l  24, 25 & 26th ;  1981, a t  t h e  
Skylon Tower, Niagara F a l l s ,  Ontar io .  

The t rophy  w i l l  be awarded f o r  t h e  
b e s t  d i s p l a y  from any O.N.A.  Member Club 
i n  Ontar io  t h a t  i s  i n  good s t and ing  a t  
Convention t ime .  Th i s  d i s p l a y  can be 
pu t  i n  a s  a  c l u b  p r o j e c t ,  o r  by a  
member of an On ta r io  Club, bu t  only 
i n  t h e  name of t h e  Club he o r  she a r e  
a  member o f .  

Only one d i s p l a y  w i l l  be al lowed 
from each member c lub .  The space o r  a r e a  
al lowed w i l l  be t h a t  of one, two o r  t h r e e  
d i s p l a y  c a s e s .  The ca tagory  w i l l  be of any 
catagory t h a t  t h e  Club wish t o  e n t e r .  
But a l l  d i s p l a y s  i n  t h i s  compet i t ion  w i l l  be compet i t ive  and 
none of t h e s e  d i s p l a y s  w i l l  be al lowed t o  compete i n  any o t h e r  
O.N .A .  Ca tegor ies .  

The Club t h a t  has  t h e  b e s t  d i s p l a y  w i l l  g e t  t h e  L a i s t e r  
Trophy till t h e  nex t  O . N . A .  Annual Convention. A t  t h a t  t ime  
t h e  Trophy has  t o  be  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  O.N.A.  Annual Convention 
Committee f o r  t h e  compet i t ion.  

Have you used your 0. N. A. Library lately? 

I F  NOT,  CONTACT.. . . .  
TOM MASTERS 
823 VAN STREET, 
LONDON, O N T A R I O ,  
N 5 Z  1 ~ 6  

FOR UP TO DATE LIBRARY LIST. 



ST. THOMAS NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION .. ~ 7 8  

The October meeting of t h e  S t .  Thomas Numismatic 
Assoc ia t ion  on Thanksgiving Monday, October 13 th ;  1980 
a t  8:OO P.M., a t  t h e  C e n t r a l  United Church, Wel l in ton 
S t r e e t ,  S t .  Thomas. 

Ray E l s e  t h e  Vice-Pres ident  was t h e  speaker  f o r  t h e  
evening.  H i s  t o p i c  was on Canadian Large Cents.  

There was a  very  a c t i v e  49 l o t  a u c t i o n ,  fol lowed 
wi th  Pumpkin T a r t s  and Beverage. 

Fu ture  Date t o  keep open i s . . .  December 8 t h ;  1980 
f o r  t h e  Annual Christmas Pa r ty .  

RICHMOND H I L L  C O I N  CLUB . . C66 

The Richmond H i l l  High School was t h e  s i t e  f o r  t h e  
Octcber 2 1 s t ;  meeting of t h e  Richmond H i l l  Coin Club. 

The gues t  speaker  f o r  t h e  evening was J i m  Char l ton .  
There were a  very good a t tendence  t o  J i m  g i v e  h i s  t a l k .  

The co in  show a t  t h e  H i l l c r e s t  Mall was aga in  a  success-  
f u l  show. The d e a l e r s  were busy and happy. 

OSHAWA & DISTRICT C O I N  CLUB .. C 3 5  

The Octcber meeting was h e l d  on Sunday October 26th;  1980, 
a t  t h e  Val ley View Park Club House. 

There were a  f a i r  t u r n  out  f o r  t h i s  meeting.  A d i s cus s ion  
was h e l d  on t h e  up coming Coin - A - Rama show t h a t  was he ld  
on November 1 s t .  , a t  t h e  Midtown Mall .  



The Coin-A-Rama Show was a success  f o r  a Bourse t u r n  
out .  The a t tendence  was down t h i s  year .  There were only 2 
d i s p l a y s  s e t  up,  and t h e y  were by Ray Pleau.  

The reason of a poor t u r n  out  f o r  d i s p l a y s  and lmer 
a t tendence  was due t h e  l a c k  of a d v e r t i s i n g  t h i s  yea r .  It 
w i l l  be b e t t e r  next  yea r , says  Henry-Burke. 

ATTENTION CLUB PRESIDENTS OR EDITORS SEND YOUR CLUB MEETING 
AND SHOW REPORTS I N  EVERY MONTH, SO THEY CAN BE PUBLISED I N  
THE ONTARIO NUMISMATIST MONTHLY. THIS I S  THE ONLY WAY YOUR 
REPORT OF YOUR CLUB ACTIVITIES I S  KNOWN. 

SEND REPORTS TO...  BRUCE R. WATT 
Acting E d i t o r ,  
1153 Northridge S t ;  
Oshawa, Ontario,  
L1G 3P3. 

I would l i k e  t o  hear  from t h e  fol lowing c l u b s , ,  , , , 
C 5  London Coin Club 
C 7  Sarn ia  Numismatic Socie ty  
~ 7 6  Windsor Coin Club 
C13 S t .  Cathar ines  Coin Club 
C48 Niagara F a l l s  Coin Club 
C68 Welland Coin Club 
C 6 2  Hamilton Coin Club 
C 5  Cambridge Coin Club 
C79 Toronto Coin Club 
C82 S.O.B. Numismatist 
C19 Ci ty  of Ottawa Coin Club 
~ 8 1  Lakeshore Coin Club 
C55 Nickel B e l t  Coin Club 
C69 Timmins Coin Club. 
C84 Kent Coin Club 
C 8 5  Can. Large Cent Club 
C86 woodstock Coin c lub  
C87 Peterborough Coin Club 
~ 8 8  Scarborough Coin Club 



THE STRATFORD C O I N  CLUB .. C20 

The 1980 S t r a t f o r d  Coin and Stamp Show is  now h i s t o r y .  
Held on Sunday, Octcber 26th t h e  show a t t r a c t e d  v i s i t o r s  from 
Det . roi t ,  Sa rn ia ,  Toronto, Hamilton and many c e n t r e s  i n  West- 
e r n  Ontario.  Approximately 300 g u e s t s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  show and 
t h e  dea l ings  on t h e  bourse f l o o r  was most a c t i v e .  

The e x h i b i t s  t o t a l e d  only 14 but  some e x c e l l e n t  ones 
made up f o r  t h e  somewhat d i sappo in t ing  number of cases .  

Winners of t h e  Display Categories  a r e  a s  fol lows:  

Best of Show 
Pres iden t s  Trophy ......... Roy Richard, 

Best J u n i o r  Display 
MacDonalds Trophy ......... Cindy Williamson 

Best Jun io r  Member 
Gordon Steed  Memorial Trophy.. Keith S a v i l e  

Canadian Decimal. . . . . . . . . . l  - Roy Richard 
2 - Cindy Williamscn 
3  - Tom Kennedy 

............ Paper Money.. 1 - Wilf Becker 

Foreign Money ............ 1  - Wilf Becker 
2 - Sam Smith 
3 - A r t  Leff 

Tokens & Medals ......... 1 - Laurie  Kraftcheck 
2 - A r t  Leff ' 

3  - Wilf Becker 

M i s c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1  - Tom Kennedy 
2 - Wilf Becker 

Judges were .. Tom Masters ,  S t e l l a  Hodge and Howard Whi t f ie ld .  

Winners of t h e  Draw were..  . 1 s t  P r i z e  5 of Beef 
J . D .  Woodruffe 
506 Rosebank Rd; 
P icker ing ,  Ont . 



2nd P r i z e . .  1980 P r e s e n t a t i o n  S e t . . .  Marion Heaman 
632 Ross S t r e e t ,  
London, On ta r io .  

3 rd  P r i z e . .  20 - 1980 Do l l a r s .  ...... Bruce Raszmann 
P.O. Box 33, 
Waterloo,  Ontar io  

THE NEW ENGLAND STATE NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

O N T A R I O  NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION MEMBER'S win b i g  a t  t h e  
NEW ENGLAND STATE ASSOCIATION 36th ANNUAL CONVENTION,  
Worcester ,  Masssachuse t t s ,  September 2 6  - 2 8 ,  1980 

54 Bourse Dea le rs  were i n  a t tendence .  

200 a t t ended  t h e  Banquet t o  hea r  Edward Kenerson speak 
on f i n d i n g  of t h e  famous Sunken S p n i s h  Treasure  Ship 

"THE CONCEPCION" 

There were over 30 Displays  on Display.  

CANADIAN WINNERS 

Medals.. l s t ; . .  Paul Johnson, Toronto, Ontar io .  
( A S e l e c t i o n  of European A r c h i t u r a l  

~ e d a l s )  

FOREIGN..3rd;.. Tom Kostaluk,  London, Ontar io .  
( The Coronation of Queen E l i z a b e t h  I1 

Crowns) 

POLISH.. 1 s t ; .  . Tom Kostaluk,  London, Ontar io .  

( " p o l i s h  P a t r i o t  & American Herc, General  
Casimir P u l a s k i )  

BEST of SHOW,. . Paul Johnson, Toronto, Ontar io .  
. (  THE ANTHONY KRAJEWSKI MEMORIAL AWARD ) 

THE 1979 LITERARY AWARD, .. TOM KOSTALUCK, LONDON, O N T A R I O .  
( THE I R E N E  D'ESOPO MEMORIAL AWARD) ; 

For 
The S to ry  on "POLISH NICOLAUS COPERICUS. fl 

i 
, 

Thi s  a r t i c l e  was publ i shed  i n  t h e  A p r i l  1979 i s s u e  of t h e  I 
O N T A R I O  NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION'S NUMISMATIST. I 

I 

This i s  t h e  second s t r a i g h t  year  t h a t  t h e  New England 
L i t e r a r y  Award was won by a O.N.A. member. The 1978 Award was 
won by Paul Johnson. 



Hostage-Inspired Gimmicks 
Shunned bv Their Relatives 

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Gold Bull ion Exchange a  gold and s i l v e r  
broker took ads i n  s e v e r a l  major U . S .  newspapers i n  October, 
o f f e r i n g  t o  s e l l  a  s i l v e r  coin commemorating t h e  I r a n i a n  host-  
age c r i s i s .  

The company, which i s  running t h e  nationwide campaign from 
a  swank branch o f f i c e  opened i n  Los Angeles i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  
of October, promises consumers t h a t  $5 of t h e  $ 3 2  p r i c e  of t h e  
coin w i l l  be placed i n  a  s p e c i a l  t r u s t  fund t o  be d i s t r i b u t e d  
eventua l ly  among t h e  American hostages and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  

O f f i c i a l s  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Gold Bullion Exchange, 
which has been i n  operat ion l e s s  than  a  yea r ,  admit t h a t  they  
a r e  out t o  make money and a  name f o r  t h e  f l e d g l i n g  f i rm.  They 
a l s o  proclaim a  goal  of r a i s i n g  nearly $1 m i l l i o n  f o r  each 
hostage through t h e  coin  s a l e s .  

However, it appears t h a t  no rep resen ta t ive  of t h e  company 
ever contacted any of t h e  r e l a t i v e s  of t h e  hostages about t h e  
idea .  

I N  THE YEAR SINCE t h e  hcs tages  were se ized ,  cather American 
entrepreneurs  have attempted t o  hawk everything from "Let Our 
People Gon T-sh i r t s  t o  anti-Khomeini t o i l e t  paper. 

A few of t h e  prom.stiona1 schemes have included promises t o  
t u r n  a  por t ion  of t h e  proceeds over t o  t h e  hostages f a m i l i e s ,  
but t h e r e  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  such f i n a c i a l  a i d  ever has  
been sought or  received by t h e  r e l a t i v e s .  

Indeed Many of t h e  r e l a t i v e s  resent  it. 

"It 1 s tacky,  " s a i d  Dorothea Morefield, wife of hostage Rich- 
a r d  Morefield. "It ' s  people making money a t  our expense. 11 

While acknowledgi~lg t h a t  many of t h e  o ~ e r a t i o n s  a r e  l e g i t i -  
mate and some a r e  well-meaning, family r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  sa id  t h e  
promotions were unwacted and i l l -ccnceived .  

"The FLAG ( ~ a m i l y  Liai,son Action ~ r o u p )  lawyers a r e  follow- 
i n g  every one of t h e s e  up and forc ing  them out of bus iness ,"  
M r s  Morefield explained, r e f e r r i n g  t o  an organizat ion of t h e  
hostages f ami l i e s .  



flApparently, i f  t hey  a c t u a l l y  put t h a t  money i n t o  some t y p e  
of fund, we c a n ' t  make them s t o p  saying t h a t  t h e  money i s  f o r  
t h e  hostages.  But we do our bes t  t o  r a t t l e  sabres .  None of $hese 
t h i n g s  have any backing of FLAG o r  of t h e  fa mi lie^.^' 

MEMBERS OF FLAG formally agreed e a r l i e r  t h i s  year  not  t o  en- 
dorse anything. 

That dec is ion  was t r i g g e r e d  by a  s e r i e s  of i n c i d e n t s ,  i n -  
c luding 0n.e i n  which a  c a r  dea le r  i n  t h e  Washington a rea  o f fe r -  
ed t o  g ive  FLAG $300 f c r  each new c a r  he so ld  i f  r e l a t i v e s  of 
t h e  hcstages woule pose f o r  p i c t u r e s  handing t h e  keys t o  c a r  
buyers . 

The list of hostage-inspired promotions i s  a  long one, i n -  
c luding b r a c e l e t s  engraved with i n s c r i p t i o n s  such a s  "1 t a k e  a  
s tand  f o r  t h e  hostages i n  I r a n , "  d a r t  boards bear ing  t h e  f ace  
of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, t o i l e t  paper with var ious  ant-  
Khomeini s logans p r i n t e d  on each shee t ,  and a  sp in- the-d ia l  
game i n  which t h e  f a t e  of t h e  hostages i s  "determined" by 
where t h e  needle s t o p s .  

Annoyed by a t tempts  t o  market such i tems,  t h e  r e l a t i v e s  
e s p e c i a l l y  a r e  i rked  when t h e  s a l e s  p i t c h  inc ludes  a  claim 
t h a t  some of t h e  proceeds w i l l  b e n e f i t  t h e  hos tages .  

KATHARINE KEOGH, p res iden t  of FLAG, s a i d  she rece ives  a t  
l e a s t  one repor t  a  week of some such promotion. I n  t h e  most 
f l a g r a n t  example. Keogh s a i d ,  a  North Carolina wonan s o l d  
thousands of hostage T-sh i r t s  i n  bulk  k c  companies with t h e  . .A -, 

claim t h a t  a l l  t h e  mcney would gc kc t h e  hostages.  

Keogh sa id  t h e  woman, who a l s o  a t  one t ime put out a  host-  
age news l e t t e r  and ran  a1lCenter f o r  Hostage Release," n e t t e d  
a t  l e a s t  $24,000 from t h e  scheme before  she c losed  it when 
FLAG and a u t h o r i t i e s  th rea tened  a lawsui t  and poss ib le  c r iminal  
ac t ion .  

Other promotions claiming t o  r a i s e  money f o r  t h e  hostages 
have included someone s e l l i n g  ash from Mount S t .  Helens, 
o f f e r s  of hostage b r a c e l e t s  and a  p l a s t e r  of ' p a r i s  s t a t u e  of 
Khomeini, which, according t o  t h e  ads,  would enable  a  purchaser 
t o  nHold t h e  Ayatollah hostage.  " 



BENEFITS, SUPPOSEDLY f o r  t h e  hostages,  were h e l d  l a s t  
sp r ing  i n  b a r s  i n  t h r e e  r u r a l  Arizona towns before  complaints 
from Mary Lopez, t h e  mother of hostage James Lopez, and a 
l o c a l  newspaper i n v e s t i g a t i o n  stopped them. 

. /: 

2! "They were us ing  not  j u s t  my son but t h e  hostages a s  a 
whole a s  a come-on,'! M r s  Lopez s a i d  i n  a in terv iew from her  
home i n  Globe, Arizona. "It made me very angry t h a t  someone 
was t r y i n g  t o  make money on my sonus s i t u a t i o n .  

No money from t h e  promotions was ever given t o  M r s  
Lopez or  t o  any o ther  hostage family.  

A NEW WRINKLE I N  t h e  hostage e x p l o i t a t i o n  game has  crop- 
ped up i n  recent  days a s  specula t ion  has  increased  t h a t  t h e  
hostages may be r e l e a s e d  soon, according t o  FLAG P res iden t  
Keough . 

Keough s a i d  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  20 f a m i l i e s  have received 
o f f e r s  from var ious  news organiza t ions  f o r  a l l -expense paid 
t r i p s  t o  Germany i n  exchange f o r  exclusive s t o r i e s  on t h e i r  
o rdea l s .  Government p lans  c a l l  f o r  f l y i n g  t h e  hostages t o  a 
medical h o s p i t a l  i n  Germany upon t h e i r  r e l e a s e .  

"It i s  again a commercial aspect  of one ' s  human s u f f e r -  
i n g ,  1' she complained. 

I 

A s  with t h e  o the r s ,  t h e  coin-sale  promotion is  being ! 
conducted without t h e  consent o r  endorsement of t h e  hostage 
fami l i e s .  

WILLIAM ALDERDICE, p res iden t  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n  Gold 
Bull ion Exchange, which began marketing t h e  coin October 26th; 
with ads i n  papers i n  Los Angeles, At l an ta ,  New York, Dal las  
and Kansas Ci ty ,  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  h i s  promotion was not  exp lo i t -  
a t i o n .  

Alderdice,  s t a t e d  i n  h i s  o f f i c e  i n  Los Angeles, t h a t  
t h e  coin s a l e s  were designed not  j u s t  t o  b e n e f i t  t h e  hostages,  
but a l s o  t o  provide purchasers  with something t h a t  would grow 
i n  value a s  t h e  p r i c e  of s i l v e r  increased  and l eave  them wikh 
a memento of an important moment i n  U.S. h i s t o r y .  

He a l s o  contended t h a t  safeguards would guarantee t h a t  
t h e  hostages o r  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s  would rece ive  t h e  f u l l  $5 per 
coin promised by t h e  f i rm.  



Asked whether t h e  company had contacted any hostage f a m i l i e s  
about t h e  scheme, Ai lderd ice  s a i d  he had de legated  t h e  t a s k  t o  
Ralph Greer, a  Los Angeles a t to rney  h i r e d  on t h i r d  week of Qct-  
ober t o  work on t h e  coin  promotion. However, Greer s a i d  he .had 
never contacted any of t h e  f a m i l i e s  nor was he supposed t o .  

My r o l e  i n  t h i s  i s  s t r i c t l y  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  i s  
abso lu te ly  c l ean  and l e g a l , "  Greer s a i d .  "The Marketing aspec t s  
of it, t h e  o the r  a s p e c t s  of it, t h e  promotional a s p e c t s  of it - 
I have nothing t o  do with t h a t .  

Alderdice ' s  b r o t h e r ,  J i m ,  Vice Pres ident  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  
company p lans  t o  contac t  t h e  f a m i l i e s  of t h e  hos tages .  

"That is. i n  t h e  process  of being done r i g h t  nowY1I he s a i d .  
"We' r e  having somebody do t h a t .  fl Alderdice ? however, was1 n t  
su re  who would c a l l  t h e  family members. 

I N  THE ADS, WHICH inc lude  t o l l - f r e e  te lephone numbers and 
advise t h a t  t h e  purchase can be charged on c r e d i t  ca rds ,  t h e  
Bull ion Exchange o f f e r s  a  commemcrative coin weighing one t r o y  
ounce and made of .999 f i n e  s i l v e r .  A sketch  of t h e  co in ,  which 
William Alderdice s a i d  had y e t  t o  be minted, showed a  p i c t u r e  
of a  b l indfolded  hostage i n  f r o n t  of a map cf I r a n  on one s i d e ,  
and p i c t u r e s  of Khomeini and t h e  l a t e  Shah Mohammad Reza 
Pahlavi on t h e  o ther  s i d e .  

The ad c a r r i e d  t h e  slogan "America, l e t  them know they  a r e  
not  fo rgo t t en , "  and a  p r i c e  t a g  of $30 per co in ,  p lus  a  $2ship- 
ping and handling f e e .  

Raw s i l v e r  i s  s e l l i n g  f o r  about $19 a  t r o y  ounce, accord- 
i n g  t o  Gerhard S t a d i e r ,  head of t h e  precious meta ls  d i v i s i o n  
of t h e  F i r s t  National Bank of Chicago. 

William Alderdice contended t h a t  it would c o s t  about $1 
apiece t o  mint each coin  and a s  much a s  $3  each f o r  marketing 
and overhead c o s t s ,  an es t ima te ,  ruhich, i f' correct;, would 
leave  a  $2 per-coin p r o f i t .  

H i s  p r o j e c t i o n s  d i f f e r  from those  of h i s  b ro the r  who s a i d  
t h e  company i s  not l i k e l y  t o  make any money a t  a l l .  

!'We'll be lucky t o  cover our a d v e r t i s i n g  cns+,s on t h i s , "  
J i m  Alderdice s a i d .  '!Welrt n ~ t  oc t  t o  nake a  p r ~ f i t .  



MARCH 7 t h ;  1981 
WILLOWDALE O N T A R I O .  . . . . 

North York Coin C lub ' s  
Annual Coin Show and Exh ib i t i on  

North York Community H a l l  

5090 Yonge S t r e e t ,  Willowdale, Ont . 
For in format ion  ... Harvey Farrow, Chairman 

P.O. Box 294, 
S t a t i o n  " A 1  
Willowdale, Ont; 

M2N 5S9 

APRIL 2 4 ,  2 5  & 26th;  1981 
NIAGARA FALLS, ONTARI 0. . . . 

Ontar io  Numismatic Assoc i a t i on1  s 
19 th ;  Annual Convention 

Skylon Tower 
Accomodations a t  t h e  Your Host Best  Western 

Motor Inn  
Niagara F a l l s ,  Ontar io .  

For i n fo rma t ion . . . .  Me1 Fiske 
7795 Beaverdams Rd; 
Niagara F a l l s ,  Ontar io ,  

L 2 H  1 ~ 6  

M r s  Mar jor ie  Smith 
5138 Willmott S t ;  
Niagara F a l l s  Ontar io .  



J U L Y  1 5  - 18 th ;  1981 
TORONTO, ONTARIO.............Interpam 81 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Paper Money Congress 
and E x h i b i t i o n  

Royal York H o t e l ,  Toronto ,  Ont. 

For i n f o r m a t i o n . . .  In terpam 81 
P.O. BOX 704,  

S t n  f f B ' f ,  
Wil lowdale,  Ont.  

M 2 K  2P9 

J U L Y  2 2  - 26th ;  1981 
TORONTO, ONTARIO.............Canadian Numismatic Assoc i a t i on  

1981 I n t e r n a t i o n  Convention 

Royal York H o t e l ,  Toronto ,  Ont. 

For i n fo rma t ion  ... Toronto  Coin Club 
P.o.  BOX 8 6 5  

Adela ide  ST; P.O. 
Toronto ,  Ont. 

LATE NOTICE 

FEBRUARY 14 th ;  1981 
BARRIE ,  O N T A R I O . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Huronia Numismatic A s s o c i a t i o n  

Annual Mini Show 
Bayf i e l d  Mall  

Bay f i e ld  S t r e e t ,  B a r r i e ,  On ta r io .  
Disp lays  Welcome - Cash P r i z e s  

D e t a i l s  P.O. Box 2 4 3 ,  B a r r i e ,  Ont; 



WANT TO B U Y . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
BRITISH and FOREIGN COINS 

P l e a s e  w r i t e  o r  c a l l . . .  
Ross King 
Box 571, 
Chesley , Onta r io ,  
NOG 1LO 

Telephone ...( 519)-363-3143 

................ For S a l e .  
SUDBURY, ONTARIO,  TRADE DOLLAR 

TOKENS 

1979 Sudbury $2.00 Trade Tokens 
1  t o  4 @ $2.50 each p l u s  . S O @  
pe r  i t em  f o r  pos t age ,  e t c .  
5 o r  more $2.00 each no h a n d l i n g  

cha rges .  

W r i t e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
C.F. Marin 
Sudbury Coin Shop Ltd ;  
99 E l m  S t r e e t ,  West, 
Sudbury , Onta r io ,  
P3C 1T3. 

A no the r  s e r v i c e  of t h e  O.N.A.  t o  t h e i r  members.. You 
can p l a c e  a  adve r t i s emen t  an  t h i s  page, each month, a s  

shown a s  above f ~ r  $2.00 p e r  month. Send i n fo rma t ion  t c . . . .  

0.N.A WANT ADDS 
P.O. BOX 33, 
WATERLOO, O N T A R I O ,  
N 2 J  326 




