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We'd bundle in our warmest c!athes, -. - . . .  

7 -- - . No special place to go. -. /, -.- - - -_ - .- -- *., 
And Dad would hitch the cutter 
And we'd take off through the snow. 

me team would run through wonderlands 
Of snow and ice and sleet. 
Whilc huddled close to fight the chit!, 
Hot coals would warm our feet. 

Through lands of ermine wilderness 
Our sleigh would fly along, 
Our hearts attuned to merriment, 
Our voices joined in song. 

Then when the trip was wet, 
And the horses put to rest, 
Wc'd gather at the fireplace 
For what was really best. 

Hat chocolate, cake, and mincemeat pies 
And bowls of popcorn too. . . 
The warming joy of family fun 
To speed the winters through. 
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. Will This Turn Out to 

Be the Year of the Collector? 

Xn t h e  h i s t o r y  of numiamatica, there has probably never 
been a year as eventful as 1980.  The l a s t  I2 months w i t -  
nessed so many reco~d-breaking auctions, so many eye-popp- 
ing prices, and such intense dap-to-day a c t i v i t y ,  t h a t  v e t -  
erans  of less frenzied t i m e s  still have traubla grasping 
whet has happened. 

It is true t h a t  t h e  m a s t  dramatic  change^ were concen- 
t ra ted  i n  t h e  f irst  f e w  months of the  ycar, and that more 
recently t h i n g s  have been calmer, but t h e  impact of thosci 
change% Linge~cd a13 year long.  There can be no qucst ion  
t h a t  t h e  coin collecting hobby and the  rare coin b u s i n e s s  
are v a s t l y  different today than they were at t h e  &art  of 
1980.  

Agasnat this backdrop it i s  precarious to predict what 
may await us in 1 9 8 2 .  StiXl, t h i s  is a t i m e  of the ycar For 
taking s t o c k  For see5ng where we've been and where w e  appear 
to be headed 

, . 
There i s  widespread b e l i e f  among seasoned market ohsarv- 

ers that this w i l l  be a year when collectors reassert thcrn- 
selves and take back some of the "playn frm investors.  
W i t h o u t  much question, t h e  greatly expanded involvement of 
investors was khe main rcaaun the mark&, enjoyed such a boom 
in 1980 .  

However, t h c i s  involvement, which was based on l i m i t e d  
personal knowledge of t h e  f i e l d ,  carried with i t  t h e  a e c d ~  
of serious problems, Some of t h o s e  problems have already bc- 
come apparent. T h i ~  realization, coupled w i t h  growing resist- 
ance to C11e current high prices of many i t e m s ,  would seem to 
paint  the way to a s h i f ' t  i n  emphasis toward areas where ~011- 
cctors are more dominate. 



Vhe collectar is becomi.ng the k i n g  again,n says tee  Crane* 
propietor of L&C Coins in Gona Beach Calif., a leading mafl 
order dealership- nfte: hung in t h e r e  through al.1 t h e  gold and 
silver .jumps and Fal ls .  And now that priccs have s e t t l e d  down, 
and the coin  market" more to his liking, hefs getting a big- 
ger piece of the action." 

A s  MF. Crane notes, t h e  wild  gyration^ of t h e  precious metals 
markets  played a major role in making 1980 event fu l  and unpre- 
d i c t a b l e  for the coin m a r k e t .  The ~pcctacular rise in t h e  value 
of silver early last year turned many semi-key c o i n s  i n t o  b u l l i o n  
pieces, w o r t h  mope as m e t a l  than as collectorqs i t e m s .  This, in 
turn, helped f eed  the rnaaaive coin m e l t s .  

Colfectors were shaken by this sequence because long-held 
senses of va lve  and propohi-on had been sha t t ered .  

Xore recent ly ,  bullion prices have f luctuated w i t h i n  a much 
more narrow range of values,  helping to create a level of sta- 
bility w i t h  w h i c h  collectoru feel nore secure. Moreover, there 
has been R ~ u b t l e  but  perceptible  movement toward second-level 
coinspieces samewhat short of t h e  absolute per fec t ion  that 
holds such appeal for i n v e a t o r ~ .  

Q. David Rowers, chairman oQ Rowern & Ruddy Galleries of -. 
Loa Angelts, one of t h e  U.S. largest and mast p ~ c s t i g i o u s  coin 
compani.es, ham a t t i v e l y  encouraged t h e  shi ft to n e x t  best coins, 
even though h i s  own f im deals c x t e n s i v c l y  in sales of gem m a t -  
eriel to i n v e s t o r s .  "The Mint State-6s sydrome got t; bbit out, OP 
hand," Mr B o w e r s  exp ln ina .  "To me, MS-65 coi.ns seem quite over- 
priced in re la t ion  to lower-grade i s s u e ~ ,  so X ' m  pleased to sea 
t h a t  the other material. i s  sstarting to attract m o r e  atteneion.'  

fn many instances, MS-65  coin^, uncirculated  piece^ of excep- 
t i o n a l  quality have been bringing prices up to 5 ,  10 or even 2 0  
t i m e s  t h e  value of t h e  n e x t  b c ~ t  specimens. But w i t h  reeietan~e 
s e t t i n g  in, t h a t  gap i s  beqinning Lo close.  The differential 
figures to narrow even m o r e  during 1981 as more and more collect- 
ors buy up coins maded M i n t  State-63 and Mint State-60,  as  w e l l  
as high grade circufiatcd pieces because they figure t h a t  at curs- 
ent m a r k c t  level they are b a ~ g i n a .  

Kenneth E Bressett, v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  of Kag5.n" Numismatic 
Investment Corporation in Dts U o i n e s ,  I o w a ,  has  noticed .that 
w h i l e  certai-n superstar coins are beginning to w i l t ,  d~mand ra- 
mains brisk For quality  coin^ that collectors can stil l  a f f o r d .  



Tt i a  generally agpecd t h a t  t h e  Garrett Sale served to d i s -  
tort the true market pidure  and encousge undiacfplined buying 
early la& year, The second segment of t h e  four-part sale, held 
la& March in Lon Anbeles, coincided w i t h  an abnomal influx of 
money i n t o  t h e  coin market brimght a b w t  by massive bul l ion pur- 
chases. 

M s  cam'binatian of excess c a ~ h  and axctptian~l material  
sparked frenetic bidding and resulted i n  unprecedented prieee. 
But shortly thereafter adverse econamic factors, notably t h e  
credit crunch, cooled d e a l e r s  ardor and dampened t h e  record 
prices. Thia tempered the market's euphoria with a needed dose 
of realism. But whi le  some areas st.i.11 have not recovered c m -  
p le t e ly ,  knowledgeable ob~ervcrs 5 n s i &  t h a t  t h e  market ~ c m a i n s  
basical. ly healthy and vibrant .  

The Garrett Sale has one m a r t  component auttfdn yet to came, 
in %arch i n  L a s  Angelcs. It w i l l  feature a unique variety  of 
t h e  Brasher doubloon t h a t  can be expected to b r i n ~  new glamour 
to the hobby, it was a R~esher p i t ec  t h a t  realized the world- 
remrd sum of $725,000 at t h e  f i r s t  Garrett auction in November 
1979 in N e w  York C i t y .  

Other major auctions also are i n  various stages of preparat- 
P o n ,  and w h i l e  day-to-day dealing& may be somewhat m o r e  subdued 
than they were a year ago, the rclative calm has  not bccn accm- 
panfed in m o s t  quarters at l eas t  by concern. 

All things considered, dealere  see 1981 an a year of consol- 
idation and conti.nucd growth. Mr R o w e r s E t ,  whose firm is conduct- 
ing t h e  Garrett Sale, suma up the f@elj.ng of many of  his eollea- 
gucs in t h i s  regard. "I th ink t h e  cdmf.ng year will be very good 
for our business  and also for t h e  hobby," he declares. '"There 
w i l l  be certain cyclical  phenomena and r i m s  and falls in price, 
j u s t  as there always are.  But a11 in a l l ,  I feel vary confident 
about t h e  b a s i c  s t s e n e h  of the market .  The Canadian Coin Dealers 
have the same feeling that Mr. B o w e r s  has .  So 1981 shmld  be a 
good year for collector and the hobby. 



Aseociution News: 

LOOK WHAT WE HAVE FOR POW THIS YEAR 

FOR THE 0aN.A. CQNVFIJTION RAFFLE 

TO BE DRnlrfED APRIL 26th ; 198 1 

A t  The Skylon T o n e r ,  Miagara F a l l s .  

1st. P R I Z E * -  A TRIP FOR TWO TO THE 
(:RAND ~MHAMA HOTEL, G R A F E ~  RA~MMIIS, 
A 1  1 expenses. .  meal^, G o l f ,  Transportation 
f ram Toronto I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Airport and 
return Por one week. 

The winner w i l l  be able to choose a 
departure date between May 3 . 4 ;  - 

December 15th; 1 9 8 1 .  

Tr ip  to be arranged w i t h  Adventure Tours- 

through HALCYON BAYS TRAVEL, Oshawa and 
Brantfosd, Ontario. 

2nd; Prize . . 5 ounce of Geld or $406,00 

3rd; Prize . . 1981 Canadian M i n t  Presentation S e t .  

Plus 3 other consolat ion prizes. 

Fnr tickets to sell contact . . . .  Kenneth Wilmot 
P.0. Rox 76, 
Sebrinmil lc ,  O n t a r i o ,  

N 9 K  1x0 
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MEMBERSHIP 

NEW MEMBERS 

The appJ.ication for member~hip to the  Ontario Humismatic 
Association, which appeared in t h e  Decembe~ issue of t h e  
Ontario  Nuaiamatist h a s  been accepted. 

The fo3lowing  application^ have been received and if no 
written objections arc received, t h e  acceptance will be ack- 
nowledged in the February issue of the  Ontario N u m i . m a t i s t . .  

51162 Doug B l a i n e ,  27 Perth Street, Strnt fsrd ,  Ont; 
NSA 3x8 

1 1 6 3  Tam G i t s c h n e r ,  103 Joseph Street,  Kitchener, O n t ;  
N2G f J J  

1 3 64 D,K, MacDonald, Box 143, Dorchestes, Ontario,  
YOL EGO 

1165 M r s .  M.M. F i d l e r ,  Can Imp. Rank of Commerce 
Head O f f i c e ,  Camerct Crt; 
Toronto, Ontario, MSL t A 2  

1166 Wayne Goring, 30 Meadow S t ;  R.R.#2, Oshawa, Ontario, 
S I H  7K5 

The F o l l o w i n g  have been transferred f r o m  regular mcmberahip 
to L i f e  Membership..- 

LMS9 Charles G. Springborn, St. Clair ,  M%chigan,48079 V.S.A. 

ZMbO Bruce I?. W a t t ,  Oshawa, Ontario, Canada. 

t M 6 1  Albert Kanman , Toronto, Ontarf o, Canada. 

LMbZ M ~ R  t w i n e  Graham, Willowdale,  Ontario, Canada. 

L?63 Kenneth W. Wilmut, SebrfnmiXf,t, Ontario, Canada, 



RICHMOND HXLL COIN CLUB C66 

Each yeas for over sixteen years, the Richmond Hill Coin 
Club.  has ce lebrated  the f e ~ t 4 . v ~  season during their December 
meeting, 

T h i s  year the party was he ld  an Tuesday evening ,  Decemhtr 
16, 1980 w i t h  over 70 members and t h e i r  families i n  attendance. 

In keeping w i t h  t h e  club1a concept of recyclin~ all monies 
r a i ~ c d  $urine  t h e  year, they made charitable donationn to the 
Donald 8 .  Thomas Memorial Foundation w i t h  Foundation Chai rmsn 
A 1  Rliman accepting the donat ion.  

A donation was made to the York Central  Hospi ta l  for t h e  
mentally retarted. 

After a succulant Chris tmas  d i n n e r ,  the fun  part of t h e  
even in^ was taken up with the playing OF games and Christmas 
music with prizes and presents d i s t r i b u t e d  to everyone in 
attendance. 

T h i s  club which is r c ~ p c c t c d  n a t i o n a l l y  as one of the pre- 
m i e r  organizations has been reea~nixed l o ca l l y  w i t h  awards far 
c i v i c  a c t i v i t i e s  held within the community over the years. 

* - 
( ~ t l b l t b t m ' , t - a h i t t h a ~ l - - m  
ChrWmm pPttY are (I& to rfght) dub trtstarw 
Gelby O'Brfta, m l d c a t  J o b n  Mmm Capc and 
hoaorvg dfreEtor Al BUmeo. 



On December 2 1 ,  1980 t h e  St.Caterints C o i n  Club nominati.ng 
committee presented t h e  club's 1981 txtcutives to the membership. 

The officers of the executive were moved accepted on a motion 
From L.Shepard, husband af the 1980 club pres ident  f t i l d a  Shcpard. 

The club" president is Glen Waite, vice president is Ken 
Spiece , secretary R. N .Voaden and treasurer Fred Barley. Thc 
mwmbcrnhip chairman is Gary Oblinsky,  l i b r a r i a n  i n  C a r l  Sxick. 
P r e s i d e n t  GEcn W a i t c  also w a s  appointed as t h e  club h i ~ t o r i a n .  

IIAMILTON COIN CLUB C62 

The Hamilton Coin Club has  announced i t s  t x e c u t i v s ~  for the  
year 1981. Members voted on December 14, 1980 on t h e  nominated 
candidates. 

Elected to the off ice of president i s  Mr, T.Minnes, who has  
served i n  the p o s i t i o n  before. The vice president is Mr. J, 
Lawaon, treasurer i s  M r .  K.tordy and the  scerstary i - ~  David G. 
Covtrly 

A new office was opened up this year, expanding t h e  cxccut- 
i v e  to five members. The senior direetorns past was given  to 
Ms. E,Culp. 

THE STRATFORD COIN CLUB C20  

The December meeting of t h e  Stratford Coin Club was held 
as a Christmas party. The attendance was i n  t h e  mid s o t s ,  
the actual  count was difficult to obtain as there was so much 
movement. D i x i e  tee Chicken,  salads and goodies were devoured 
w i t h  gusts. No one went home hungry. 

J i m  Jung was t h e  winner of the  S i l v e r  Dollar MembershZp. 

Every one had a very enjoyable night. 



The Brant Ford Numismatic Society he ld  t h e  Annual Christmas 
Party on December 1 4 ,  1980 at 7.30 P.M. 

There was a display of t h e  5th; 16th; 15th and the  20th 
Anniversary b u l l e t i n s  with the Ws 1 bulletin and membership 
list of t h e  o~iqinab 1 6  membor~ and their sirnatures at the 
founded meeting on June 16kh; 1960. 

The 1981 Executives w a s  e l e c t e d .  The new officers far 1981 
are as  follows: 
President-Frank Raka, Vice-President-ten T r a k a l a ,  Past  Prts. 
Ed Anstctt , Secretary- John Rarehino, Treasurer-Ernie B a k e r ,  
Directors-Tvan Kudric,  nave T u r t o n ,  Arne Conrad and Ray Dahl . 
Advisory Board-Walter Griggs, O ~ c a r  Sutor, Essd l h r n f a s d ,  
George Warner, Peter Ferracioli , John B a ~ c h i n o  and Ernie 
Baker.  

The ~ u s i c a l & r o u ~  performed at 7130 and again at 9 : 0 0  P.M. 

A t  the conclusion of t h e  meeting a Chris tmas  Taunth was 
served, which every o n e  en joyed. 

NORTH YQRK COIN CLUE% C74 

The Chris tmas  Party meeting of the  Wo&h York Coin Club 
waa held an Tuesday December 16th; 1980 at 8:QO P.M. 

John Regitko gave a t a l k  on t h e  printing techniques of Can. 
Paper ?loncy and ffarvey Farrow spoke on Ruil .dings of Taronto on 
Hedals 

Christmas g i f t s  were exchange and Kentucky F r i e d  Chicken 
dinner was ~ e r v t d  at the end a T  the maetin~. 

INGERSOLL COXN CLUB C 5 9  

The f ngersol l  Coin Club m e t  Monday, December 1 5 ,  2 980 in 
the Senior Citizens soom at t h e  Lions  Hall on Thames Street, 

A draw for a t w o  pound Chriatma~ cake  was h e l d  and was won 
by Howard Whitfield. 

A j a r  for the crippled chi ldren w a s  passed around for t h o s e  
who would like to maks a donation. T h e  object ive  is $100.00,  so 
 fa^ $50-00 has been reached. There is still 4 months yet to go.  

The membership draw was w o n  by Junior, Lee Lancastcr. 



The Elected Officers for the year 1981 rec afi fo2lcrwa:- 
P r e s i d e n t -  Thomas Masters, Vice  President-Stella !lodge, 
Secretary-Howard Whitf g e l d ,  Treasures-Leonard Coles, b i f cc tor~  
(3)-Aulis Kostontn, Lorna Mercer and G l e n  Sprin~er. 

Refreshments was nerved by Stella Hodge fo l lowed  with a 30 
lot auction to concluded the  evening. 

KENT COIN CLUB ~ 8 4  

The results sf the Kent Coin Club, Chatham, Ontario eltct- 
ion for the 1981 Exscutive~ are as f o l l o w s . -  

President.. . Lou Wagener , 1 5th ; Cans ; year .  
1st. Vice-President . . . Tony CoJr 1 ins. 
2nd.Viee-President... Walt. Stansky,  
Treasurer.. . Rill M a r t i n .  
Secretary. . . Rrian Johnmton. 

CHAMPLAIN C O I N  CLUB C2E 

The December meeting was held on T h ~ r s d n y  evening,  Deeember 
4th; 2980,  at the  St. llavid% Anglican Church, Orilla, Ontario. 
The meeting was a very successful a f f a i r .  Being a Christmas 
meeting, therewaa an exchange of g i f t s ,  complete with Santa 
CGaus, l o t s  of fun and a de l ic ious  lunch. 

To f i n i s h  the evening, Wm- Gage showed t w o  goad f i l m s  which 
were enjoyed by a l l  the m e m b e r s  and guests. Mr. Henry Goss w a s  
tho Nomination Chairman, n s s i ~ t t d  by George Ray and Mrs-M. Cars- 
i f fan ,  

The s l a t e  of officers for 1981 i s  as f o l l o w s -  

Past  Pres ident .  . . Jan Johnson. 
President ... Wm. Gage. 
Vice-President . . . Frank Jones. 
Sec -Trean . . .  Dorothy Horne. 
D i r e c t o r s . * .  Ken Huggins, George Ray, Scot t  fermey.  
Memhernhip Sec... Cordon Home. 
t#14di tor~ . . .  Harry R o d h  & Russel3 S m a r t .  
Auct ioneer - . .  Harry Rooth. 
P u b l i c i t y . .  . Frank Jones. 
50-56 Draw... Peter Hilken6. 
Jr. Director.. , Glenn Rooth. 



WATERLOO COTN SOCIETY Cf 

The December meeting waa held  on December 16th; 1980,  at the 
Watcrloo Publ ic  Library ,  35 A l b e r t  S t ;  Waterloo, at 8 P.M. 

This was t h e  annual Chri~trnas  neeting, with t h e  attendance 
of 28 which was somewhat disappointing considering t h i n  was t h e  
l a s t  meeting for 1 9 8 0 .  

The 8 o~claek draw w a s  won by Roger Zabizcwsk5 and the w i n -  
ners o f  t h e  feature draw arc as fol.lowa,- 

1st p r i z e . , .  R o g e r  Xabizewnki I967 P.C. Set .  
2nd prize ... Rruce Raaxmann 1967 P . L .  Set. 
3rd prize... Tom Citmchner 1981 0.N.A. h e s .  
4th prize,.. Enrico Clowacki 1 9 8 1  O.N.A. Dues. 

Bev Lenz won t h e  Christmas Cake Draw also Ken Wilrnot of 
Stsatford won another cake draw.  

F o l l o w i n g  all OF t h e  hus iness  of t h e  meeting a Whits Ele- 
phant Donation Auction was h c l d .  The b,idd.i.ng was very a c t i v e ,  
and t h e  t o t a l  proceeds w a s  $IOa.SO. It was conducted by R i l l  
E n g l i s h .  

THISTLETOW COIN % STAMP CLUB C39 

The Chsistmaa Annual Party Meeting was held December 9th; 
1980 at the E t o h i c o k e  P u b l i c  Library, on Albion Rd; at 7 P.M. 

A game of Ringo was played with l o t s  of pr izes  given out.  
A large X m a s  Cake, l o t s  of coffee and pap w a s  served. A n  exchange 
of g i f ' t s  was conducted. Norm Belsten conducted a S i l e n t  Auction. 

A election of officers w a s  hcld, they are as Follows- 

President,.. Rob Porter. 
Treasures, . . L i l l i e  Meek.  
Secretary * Rob Rook .  
Editor... Ken Pepper. 
Di rectos A t  Large.. . Karl Mattag.  
Stamp Director.. . P e t e r  Penson.  
Coin Director.. . Nosm R t l ~ t o n .  
Junior Director. . . Arnold Ceballos . 
Welcome Convenor... Barry Tpmblay .  
Social Convenor. . . L o u i s e  Tremhlay . 

The membesship was added by t h e  signing of the Following new 
members, ... Alexander Ficbig, L e a  V a r f ~ a  and Stephen T u r n e r .  



FEBRUARY 14th; 1981 
RARRIE, O U T A R f O , * . . . . . * . . . . . .  HURONTA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

Annual Mini Show 
Rayfield Ma31 

Bayfie ld  Street, R a m i e ,  Ontario. 
Displays Welcome - Cash Prizes 

Details.. P . O .  Bpx 243,  Rarrie, 
Ontario, t4M 4T2 

MARCH 7th; 1981 
WILLOWDALE, ONTARTO.......... NORTH YORK COIN CtUBtS 

Annual Coin  Show and Exhih i t ion  
North York Communit#y l fa l l  

5890 Yangc S t ~ e c t  , Willowdale, O n t ~ r i a .  

MARCH 20-22,  1981 
TOROSTO, ONTARIO. .  .. . . . . . -. . .. TORONTO INTERNATION CQf N FAIR 

The R o d e w a y  Inn 
1926-2006 Lakeshore Rlvd; 
W e s t  Toronto, Ontario. 

FOP in format ion . . .  Robert Shillinworth F.R.W.S. 
319 Queen St; W e s t ,  

Toronto, Ontario, M5V EA4, 

APRIL 24,2S & 26th; 1981 
VfAGARA FALLS, QYTARIOaa**.m** ONTARTO NlTPffSMATIC ASSOCTATTOY'S 

19th Annual Canvent i o n  
Skylon Tower ,  

Wiagara F a l l s ,  Ontario. 
for information. . .  M r s  Marjorie Smith 

5138 Willmutt St; 
Niagara Fa1 Is, Ontario, Canada. 

JULY 15-18th; 1981 
TORONTO, OYTARTO...,.,,..m~... INTFRPAM 8 1  

Internat ional  Paper Money 
Congress and Exhiition 

Royal York Hotel, Toronto ,  O n t .  



JULY 22-26th; ,1981 
TORONTO, ONTAT 0 .  . . . a * . . . m CANADTAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCXATT ON 

1981 Jnternat ion Convention 

Royal Yosk Hote l ,  Toronto, O n t .  

for information, .  . . Toronto Coin Club 
P . O .  Rox 865 

Adelaide St; P.O. 
Toronto ,  Ont. 

TTLLSONBURC, ONTARIO.  . . . . . . . . . . . T i 3 . l  sonburg Coin Club* s 
Annual Coin Club Show. 

T i I I ~ o n b u r ~  Community Centre 
Tillsonburg, Ontarf o. 

for inf ormatian. . . . . Dough MQtchtncr 
I Myrtle Street. 

T i l lnonburge ,  Ontario, 
N4G 4G4 

To facetbmorrowwfth the thoughts of using the 
rnethd of yestday is to envision life at a 
standstill. Ewn that whkh we naw do wI1 must 
be done better to-. 



Franklin Mint agrees to merge . 

Frankl in  Mint Corp. OF Franklin Centre, Pa; and Wasnos 
Communication Inc. of New York hare s i g n e d  n d e f i n i t e  agree- 
ment to merge F r a n k l i n  Mint i n t o  Warner. Franklin shareholders  
w i . l l  receivc $27 (u.s.) a share i n  e i t h e r  Warner common s t o c k  
or a package consisting of $16 in cash and $ 1  3 m a r k e t  va lue  of 
warranls to buy Warner common cock. The warrants,  which w i l l  
expire Apri l  30 ,  1986, g i v e  t h e  holder the right to purchase 
one common a h a m  at $ 5 5  a W a r  adjust ing  far  a two for one s p l i t  
of Warner common that w i l l  take effect i n  about two week&. 

A 1907 Saint-Gaudtnn double eagle of the Roman numeral,  wire- 
edge variety brought $45,000 at a Stackam puhl ic  auction sale 
December 12.  T h e  c o i n ,  described an "'gem bsi3 3,iant uncireulatcd , " 
was of special i n t e r e s t  because it had been the personal specf- 
men of Charles F, Rasbes, chief sculptor engraver of t h e  IJnited 
States Mint at the t i m e  t h e  coin w a s  praduccd. 

Mr Barber has been criticized by some numismatic scholars  for 
h i s  role in modifying and, in their view, diminishing, t h e  coin 
designs of outside a r t i s t s  during hls tenure w i t h  the Mint. The 
Stack s auction cataIog presents a more sympathetic portrait, 
suggesting that in the cast of this much acc1,aimed double  eagle, 
I t i t  appears to be only  at Rarbor* persona3 i n t e r v e n t i o n  that  t h e  
PhiZadelbhia Mint was ab le  to strike t h e  new coin. Mr Barber t h e  
caOaXog n o t e s ,  had to reduce t h e  coin" Ithigh relief becausc, while 
e ~ t h c t i c a l l y  stunning, this feature made t h e  p i ece  irnpracti c a l  to 


