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Sixpence 
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Sixpence Is a Coin Steeped 
In English Song and Folklore 

On a Saturday 
morning, not  too 
many w c e k s  pant, 
Valerie Louise 
Augustin was mar- . 
ricd to my son 
Philip. The eere- 
mony in Co1,osado 
Spsingu C o r p u ~  
C h s i s t i  Church waa 
as t r a d i t i o n a l  as TMS DW€-S?Z€Q CON, thr E m d - ,  warn a &-I- mt 
could be planned lastd ?or more than W yam#. It mt Its wh*n Bdtmln want to a 
pre-Cana Leasons, decimal currency In 197 I. 

published bans, a 
not-to-be-seen-beforehand gown imported From N e w  Y o r k ,  rice, 

..,. flowers and f l o w e r  g ir l  , nothing was overlooked . 
I would describe it as a "something old, something n e w ,  

somethine borrowed, something blue, and a I t ~ c k y  sixpence i n  
her  wedding. Of course, the sixpence cane from my eol- 
1ceti.on. And w i t h  it 1 had hoped to g i v e  my new dau~htcr-in- 
. l a w  t h e  story of t h e  t r a d i t i o n  of  the s ixpence  in h r r  shoe. 

Other than  an o l d  wedding rhyme of  anonymous, Enqlish 
authorship, I c o u l d  f i n d  little. There are variants of t h e  
verse inc.I.udine one that ends w i t h ,  t'a silver s i x p e n c e  in each 
shop! ' '  Othtrwlse there is little but conjecture as ta t h e  of -  
i g i n  of t h e  practice. 

The s i x p e n c e ,  or the  "tannern as .it i s  fondly rccaEl~d hy 
t h e  English, was park of' Rsitish hisbary  for more than  406 y e a r s .  
The denomination survived 20 scigns and 60 design changes,  but 
.it m c t  its demise as a ci.sculat.i.on c o i n  of t h e  realm 10 years  
ago when B r i t a i n  dacimalixid 5 . t ~  currency i n  1971 .  And for an- 
other c i ~ h C  years  the sixpence, in a sense, was around as the 
two and one=halF new pence  piece. The coin,  as s u c h ,  never cau- 
c h t  on and i n  1980 t h e  R o y a l  Mint ceased s t r i k i n g  it. 



The first s i x p e n c e  was inyrodtlcad in 3 555 during the reign 
of the boy king, Edward V f .  The last d a t e d  ana was issued i n  - 
1970, but it appeared only in proof sets produced for and s o l d  
to collectors. The l a s t  s i x p e n c e  made for c i rcu la t ion  WRR minted 
in 1967 and carried the portrait  of Queen E l i z a h c t h  If on the oh- 
v e r s e .  On the other s i d e  w a s  a garland of f loral  emblems s ~ m b o l i c  
sf t h e  U n i t e d  Kingdom - t h e  rose ( ~ n g l . a n d ) ,  t h e  tltist1.c (Scot land)  
t h e  shamrock (Northern Xscland), and the  leek (Wales).  

The sixpence i s  a coin steeped in English song and Folklore. 
Toddlers  on t h e i r  mothers k n e e s  went from qnpatty c a k e t t  to t h e  
ffcrookeR m a n  walkim~ a crooked m i l e  to f i n d  a c r a o k ~ d  sixpence." 
L rernernhes marching to t h e  w o r d s  of Jol1.y. J o l l y  Sixpencc - *T 
got a tuppancc to spend, tuppenee to land, and tuppcnce to send 
home to my w i f e ,  paos w i f e ! "  

The s ixpence is traditi.ona1J.y associated w i t h  love. To f i n d  
a crooked s i x p e n c e  today in a dealer's junk box guzxfes  many csl-  
lectors.  The ~ i v e r  of such a coin cave h i s  heart  w i t h  it and hy 
sending a criiked sixpence h i s  swentheart could never confuse  it 
w i t h  an ordinary coin and accidentally spend it. 

G i r l s  wi.th h igh  hopes and no s w t e t h c a r t s  would a l s o  bend 
sixpences. On t h e  day artier Halloween it was a t s a d i . t i o n  i n  soma 
pares of England for young ladies to p l a c e  a sprig of rosemary 
and a c r o o k e d  s i x p e n c e  under their pillow in order that they might 
dream of theis f u t u r e  husbands. 

Wut why t h e  sixpencc i n  the shot? I cannot answer  with cer- 
ta . in ty  other than to guess that a 3 . n ~ ~  the  s ixpence  has  hcen so 
assoc iated  w i t h  l o v e  and Icnend, the c o i n  should very much bc a 
part sS the ceremony t h a t  makes Lave c v ~ r l a s t i n c  - t h r  wedding. 



WIhWERS IN THE ONTARIO NUMfSMATLC ASSOCIATION 
1981 COIN CONVENTION DRAW 

$************ 
I S T P R I Z E  

j: * 
3; -+ 

WINNER 
.. . 
% :* * ************+ 

*************$ 
L Week A 1 1  Expense Trip for Two to the it. * 

Rnharnas Islands. ;I- 3: * * 
A *  Roy T i c k e t #  1832 g 
8 Caledan Cress., x * 
Htarnpton, Ontario. + ?5 ************** 

2ND PRIZE $406.100 Cash 

WINNER Todd Noyes 
153 Kent Street 
P o r t  Colborne 

3RD PRIZE 1981 Prestige Canadian Coin Set 

WINNER Steven Desjardins T i c k e t  # 7583 
49 Larkin Drive 
Nepean, Ontario. 

CONSOLATION Larry MEcheLs Ticket 3 8879 
P o r t  Huron, Michigan. 

CONSOLATION P. De La Caur Ticket # 3908 
Toronto, Ontario. 

CONSOLATION Ken Koch, T icke t  # 9644 
Stra~fard, Ontario. 



Results of the Nominations for t h e  O.U.A. Executiwca 
for the term of 1981 - 1983 Bs..,.. 

President .... F.C. J e w e t t  
1st; Vice-President.... MtZ FLskt 
2nd; Vice-President.,.. S t e l l a  Hodgt 
Secretary. . . , Tom Masters 
Treasurer.. . . nrucc I f .  Raszmann 

Directors. . . . 
Area. . I  a .  a Howard Whit field 
Area. . l b. . Vacant 
Aren..2 .. Chat?. R .  La is tes  
Area. . 3  . . Robert Voaden 
Aroa..4... Vacant 
Area. . S  . . Wm. Go~don 
Area. .6 . . W .  Hamm 
Area..7 .. G, F r a ~ c r  
A r e a . .  !? . . H * Rurke 
Area..9 .. L . B .  Fletcher 
Area..FO .. Roland Albe* 

The MERIT AWARD Recipient for this year i s  " Kenneth W i l r n a t  
For his auCstandbn~ contribution to t h e  O.N.A. i n  t h e  past 
year. Coneraduations Ken,job well done. 



NICKEL BELT COIN CLUB..CSS 
Sudbury ? Ontario .  

The Svdbury C o i n  Club he ld  i t s  April Meeting i n  conjunction 
w i t h  their n p ~ i n g  ohm on hps31 12th; 1981. 

There was a 1 2 3  lots Auction held, which same a c t i v e  biddfng 
was conducted by the ones t h a t  attended. 

The attendance w a s  very good to see t h e  Large coin f i isplaya 
that was on e x h i b i t .  

TORONTO COIN CLUB* *C79 
Toronto, Ontario.  

The April Meeting of the  Toronto Coin Club was held Monday, 
April 2 0 ,  in the A l ~ o n q u i n  Room of t h e  Royal Y o ~ k  fSotal, at 
7 :00 P.M. , T o r o n t o ,  Ontario. 

The guest speaker was Gerald 'tJart, MI3 Fa#S, H f s  t a l k  was en- 
t i t l e d ,  "The Ancient Simificance, and the  Modern RamiFicationa 
of a Large Rranxc of Ankonius Pius". 

Dr. H a r t  made h e a d 1 i . n ~ ~  5.n 5964 when he was the Chaiman of a 
e ~ m m i t t c c  which performed an autopsy an an Egyptian mummy. 

Therc was a very ~ a o d  attendance at t h i s  ~nce t ing  and everyone 
had a very enjoyable  even in^, 

The Toronto C o i n  Club 45th Anniver~ary, July 21,  1981, 
Royal York ffottl ,  Toronto, Ontario. 

Champlain C o i n  club. .CZ 1 
Orillia, Ontario. 

The April m t t t f n g  w a s  he1.d at t h e  St. Davidfs AnglAcan Church, 
Orillia, with t w e n t y - ~ i x  members and many guest present.  T h e  
business was t h e  f i n a l i z i n g  of t h e  up caning coin show, 



News Release Communiqu6 m~ r 9F, Ri=  LEA^^ 

HE!DAL COLLECTIOY OF FORHER WNBF!'R OP PAatU.X?fT P R E S E m  AT 79E ARC&IVl?S 

O t t a w a ,  A p r i l  2 3 ,  I981 - On a u r s d a y ,  hprll 33,  ae 5:30 p.3. st the  Public -4rchives of 

Canada, nr. V.T. Smith, boainion Xrchfvtst, 4 1 1  affLetalLg open an euhibttioa eneftled 

The Henry Jackman Ycdal Collection. 

The d i s p l a y  consfsts o!! 70 f terns selected Eroa the coLleezlon sf the l a t e  Yenty 3. 

Jackan  (lQOd-1979), Q.C. ,  Q.C., uha was a pronlnsnr f i n a n c i e r  €ran Toronto and soee- 

tine :."nuher of ?arllasent. 

The : ~ e & a l s  come from varisu~ countries, and most 3 E  than date Ftm the  l a s t  IlunErzR 

years, though there are inportant ~xccp:!ans. fit! eolltetfon ?s coopriecJ m h l y  of 

the cemmenorative or artistie types, often refers& t o  aa medallions, 3ut eldo inc ludes  

aamrda reee:ved by Y t .  Jack~an. .%%ow tSc histor ic  can ad la^ ctccre are  d a l s  cxcccteci 

far the f i r s t  Toronto Exhibftian i n  1579, the trisentenasy cC Quebec tn E?08, and the 

60th ~ n n l v e r s a r y  aI Caafedetatlon i n  1927. ?Iany ~ t h t r  ncda,,s, cmnc~iora te  UR lversal i p  

important itgures, such as S i r  ifllnston Churchill,  AIbcrc Sshreltztr and F a t t i n  LutLtcc 

Y i n ~ .  Also incltrded are wrks represeatatlve of tlre reerne develapac?t of reed.91 l i c  art 

Ln Canada, the Uni ted States and Europe. 

"This ls the f i t a t  donaEion to  the Archives of e =for aedal zof?tr.zfon ReILbcratcPy 

ass;.lrbIcd hy a private collector specifically interested In wdaPs,'' s a i d  3s. S;mft?r .  

"The callceciba i l lustrates both the mlvcrsal &sllEe heritage In wh-lth b n ~ d a  share* 

and t+e particular LlEe a? a d i s ~ t n g u i s h e d  Canadian.' Comprtafng a%our: 356 pieces, eke 

e o l l c e t i o n  m s  reccntly donated EO t!'te Xationa? Y d a f  Col tee t ton  of the Publlc A ~ C I I L Y C S  

by Fenry Jack3ant8 utdov, Wry Rauell Jackan.  

The Aenrp JacBrmRn Y e d e l  Collectlan will be open ta the p u b t i c  mt il  October 30, 1951, 

d a i l y  from 9 a,m. to 9 p.m., at the Public AtchLves af Canada, ?of t f e l l i q e a n  Ststet, I 
Contact : Ramon3 tepeue 



PWBZIC ARCHIVES of CANADA. NATTOAL MEnAL COLLECTION 

Cast 8 ~ a n z e  Medal 100 mm. 

mAutumm,m by Francesco Giannone (1ta1y) 





MAY 2 1 - 2 4 ,  1 9 8 1  
............. YISSTSSAUGA, ONTARIO..  ,SPRING TBREX COttbCI'Xl3ZES 

SltOW 
Xnttrnat ional Cr-ntr.r,  

6900 A i r p o r t  Rd: 

JUVE 7 ,  lQGl ................. WELLAND, QN'I'ARIO. .W,l ,LAYD C O I N  CLUB'S 
Annual Coin Show 

P r i n c e s s  E l i z a b e t h  School 
I.inco3.n & S c h o l F i c l d  St: 
W e l l a n d .  Ontario. 

F Q ~ -  i n f  nrmat ion. . 
George Shave 
R , R .  t i ,?,  
Wajnf lect . O n t a d  o. 

~ Y C * ~ + ~ ~ ~ ~ C - 3 C %  

JLfNE 13th;  1961 
C:ISSINCTOFJ, ONTARIO. .  * * * .  m e  * .VICTORJh STMCOE !4t'YIMATf C 

SOCT ETY ' S 
Annual C o i n  Show % i3snqut-t 

Canni n e o n  Community Centre ,  
Cannin*on, Ontar io .  

For information. . 
Elrnrr Workn.an 
R . R . ? ~ ,  
Cannineon,  O n t ;  
LO€ 1En 

sutm 1 5 - 1 8 ,  a 9 S 1  ................ TORORTO, OFTARTO .TVTERPAFt 8 1  
Antarnational Paper Money 
Congress  and E x h i b i t i o n ,  
Royal York H o t e l ,  Toronto ,  Ont, 

Par  in format ion . ,  . 
P . 0 .  Box 704,  
S t n :  B., 
WiZlowdafc, Ont.  



JULY 22-26, 1981 
TOROYTO, OWTARTO.. . .. . . . . *. .. * .  .CANADIbN NUMTSY7ATT.C ASS6CTATfQNfS 

1481 Pnternatjonal  Convention 

Royal York Motel, Toronto, Ontario, 
For informat5on ... 

P.O. Rox 865 
Adelai.de St; ? . O m  
T o r o n t o ,  Ont; MSC 2111 

JULY 28-AUGUST 2 ,  1981 
SEW ORLEANS., L A ;  U.S.A. . . . . . . .AMERTCAN hT;TIMTSMIATTC P.SSQCIATIOYvS 

90 th  Annual Convention 
Rivergate Convention Center 

F o r  information. .  . 
A . N . A .  Headquaetesa 
P .O.  nox 2 3 6 6 ,  
Colorado S p r i n g s ,  
Colorado, USA, 80901 , 

SEPTmRER 18th; 1981 
BXRRZE , ONTARIO. . . . . . . . . . . ... . . HUROYIA NUMTSVATIC ASSOCIATTOY S 

Annual C o i n  Show 
R a y f i e l d  Hall, B a r r i e ,  O n t  

F o i *  i n r o r m a t i o n .  .. P . O .  Rox 243 
narrie ,  Ontario,  

24M 4T2 

SEPTEMBER 27th; 1981 
SAR'UlA, OSTARII)..,..............SARXTA IJITMLSMATIC SOCfETYIS 

Annual Coin Show 
Holiday Inn, at Rluewatcr Rridgc, 

Sarnia  . 
For information ... S.N,S ,  

P . O .  ROX 6 2 ,  
Sarnia ,  Ontarto. 



OCTOBER 18th;1981 
TILLSONBURG, O N T A R I O . . + + . . . - . . . - . * -  TILLSONBURG CQXN CLUB'S 

Coin Show 
Ti%lsonbvrg Community Cenrc 

Far information. , . 
Doug Mitchener 
I Myrtle Street,, 
Til . loonburg,  Ontar io ,  
n4r, 4 G 4 .  

OCTOBER 24th;1981. 
TBROKTO, OVTARfO.. ................ CANADIAN ASSOCIATIOW of WOODEN 

MONEY COLLECTORS, 
1st Canadian Wooden Token Show 
Hali.day Tnn, Sorkdalc ,  Toronto. 

For information.  . N . R t l s t a n  
37 Heamea Cres; 
Downsview, bntarf o, 
M31, I K ~  

NOVEMBER 1st; 1981.  
WTKDSUR, OYTARfO........-.~,*~..~g WINDSOR COT% CLUB" FALL SMOw 

Knight  of Columbus Ha13 
f 140 Goylau street, 
Windsor, O n t a r i o ,  M8Y 2 ~ 6  

HOVEMBER 20-222, 1981 .............. TOROXTO, O?4TARTO.. .. TORONTO XNTERNATIONAL COIN FAIR 
The Rodeway 3nn 

1926-2000 takeshnre Rlvd: West, 
Toronto, Ontario. 

For i n f  ormatian. .. 
Robt . Shillingworth 
319 Queen St; w; 
Toronto, Ontar io ,  

MSV 2A4 



Tips on thwa~ing 

Good w i l l ,  tnward a l l ,  m p m ,  by a l l  means. A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  
keep yourb c y c  on them, sayc J o m  YcCra th .  V i r : r !  Pr-csr i c l cnt ,  Carp- 
a t e  S~curity for. . Imcricrin F . ~ p r e s s  and a f o r m e r .  FRT S p ~ c i c l l  Aqrnt. 
" C r i r n i n 3 s  Irnow t11at  ho3.idays cithsr in the winter ar s u m m e r  ;rrE 

a gaocl +imp to rfet out  and maka money. '" 

Thcse atme morc esor~ds carr*yln,a m a r e  money. which for pick- 
pockets, m a k e s  Cor easy pickings. What yorl ntrt ir .~  i s  what t iw.  
thigvps w a n t s  you to. !'One of t h e m  will c ~ ~ a t c .  ;I d i v e r s i o n  ,'' he 
h e  s a y s .  "3Fc: l J. hump j n t o  you. drop cigar ashes QI* icecream on 

you or s t a l - t  a scrarning match w i t h  somconc so e v e r y a n t  t u r n s  to 
stare. " 

The secntid one will then snatch the wallet T r m  your back 
pocket, if yorh ' rc a man \+ho hnslnt learrtec! to cat-ry it in t h e  
breast  pockcl- aC your jacket, or remove pocket  and all with a 
r a z o r  trl ark.  Thtb warnan w h o  sarrni cs hcr w a l l e t ,  j n a haq that snaps 
insteads of r i p s ,  that doesnlt have s traps  to sccur i t  aver her 
shoulder  and aca ins t  her side,  will also be rtlicvcd of i t  casily. 



If you f i n d  youself relieved af your valuables at that 
picturesque summer reso* you decide to spend your ho l idays  
at, or at. your fava lr i te  coin show or conventton, that" a 
shame, and probably your a w n  f a u l t .  

"Therefs usually a large sign at thc desk telling the 
guask not to leave  val.uablts in t h e i r  rooms because the hotel 
is not  liable," he says, %ut m o s t  people ignore i t .  They 
think they're s a f e  kf they tape those valuables  underneath 
drawers, behind mirrors, in back sf the toilet or in the &her 
obvious p1,aecs p~ofestsIonal t h 3 e v c s  g r a v i t a t e  to immediate1 y . 

So bypass t h e m  and store your vafrlables in the hotels aafe 
d e p o s i t  box, the  convent ion sscltlri ty room, or carry them on 
yolir person - srtcurcly, he says. 

Also,  you should always double lock your door and use the 
c h a i n *  A Lot of t ;hei f7ts  occur i .n hote1.s  r l u r i . n ~  t h e  hral.idtrya and 
conventions although hote l s  don ' t  l i k e  to admit that. So if some- 
one knocks and says it* s o m  strv.isc and yuw haven't ordered 
anything, make s u ~ c  it i s  before you open the door. Or call the 
desk and say someone% t r y i n g  to e n t e r  your room. 

Dontt l c a v c  windows open on lower floors and don % adver- 
tise w h a t  roam yml're in by nw.zndcrine arsunrl with your k e y  im 
f u l l  sight.. And when you go s w i r n r n i n ~ ,  leave yotxr k e v  at t h e  desk, 
not  on a t o w e l  by t h e  pool.. Anyonc can spot i t  and cct a duplicate 
from the d e s k  saying they've l o s t  t h e i r  key. 

And, far heaven's sake, don % put up that s i ~ n  on pour. door 
sayonq yau@ll be back at a certain t i m e .  It% sot  bt-ight to t e l l  
a t h i e f  how mrlch t i m e  he% got to d o  h i s  job. 

When your re checking out, or i n ,  or when ym'rr en route, 
watch your lugcagc. Carry valuablrs  on hoard wi . th  you, and .if 
you%rc carryinq a Xof, of Iuee;age, d o n r t  Xcave it; s t , a n d i n ~  arorlnd 
unattenderl .  Also, try to puC very decorative or d i s t i n c t i v e  thine* 
on your bags so you can s p a t  them coming off' a luggage: carousel.. 

F i n a l Z y ,  w h i l e  there's no way to complete, security ,  
try to think in t e r m s  of "spreading *hc to preserve it. 

1 always carry my paper money in my f r o n t  pockets .  and 1 
carry  my credit cards  i n  one wallet, my d r i v e r s  liccnce~ in 
a n o t h e r .  .4nrt, i f  someone comes up with a Run and demands my 
wallet, X w i l l  qive him the one that  ha^ the l e a s t  value to it. 

So semcmt)er t h i s  s u m m e r  on your t r a v e l s  make sure your 
valuables are secure. 


