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THE ONTARIO NUMISMATIST is  p u b l i s h e d  by t h e  O n t a r i o  
Numismatic A s s o c i a t i o n .  The p u b l i c a t i o n  can be o b t a i n e d  
w i t h  membership i n  one of t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c a t e g o r i e s  : 
Regula r  Membership $10.00 a n n u a l l y .  Husband and Wife 
(one  j o u r n a l )  $12.00 a n n u a l l y .  J u n i o r  ( u p  to 1 8 )  $3.00 
a n n u a l l y .  L i f e  Memberships a v a i l a b l e  f o r  $75.00 a f t e r  
3 yeavs  of r e g u l a r  membership. Club Membership $10.00.  
Ramlttancar pryrbla to L a  Ontarlo Numl8mrtlc A88ocl8tlon, P.O. 
Box 33, Wrtuloo, Ontarlo. NU 321. 

Authorized second class mall by the Post Office Department, 
O l l r w r ,  and for payment of postaoe In cash. 
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O N T A R I O  N U M I S M A T I C  A S S O C I A T I O N  FOUNDED - 1962 

BOX 33. WATERLOO. ONTARIO. CANADA N2J 326 

PRESllBENT'S MESSAGE 
Pear  Fellow Members: 

First I would l i k e  t o  express  my r e g r e t s  t o  P a s t  P r e s i d e n t  

Roy Holl ingshead who w a s  n o t  a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  1987 O.N.A. Convention 

a t  t h e  \Vestbury Hotel.  Roy's h e a l t h  d i d  not  permit  h i s  presence and 

I know he t r u l y  wanted t o  be the re .  I have been t a l k i n g  t o  Roy s i n c e  

and he has  improved cons iderably  and I am s u r e  a11 our  wishes go o u t  

t o  him f o r  continued improvement u n t i l  once a g a i n  he has  completely 

recovered. 

The Convention provided c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n s  of  problems f a c i n g  

t h e  O.N.A. A d i sappo in t ing  turn-out  f o r  t h e  General Meeting, Banquet, 

Delegates  Meeting, and Bourse a rea .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  a t t endance  an  

abundance o f  informat ion  and sugges t ions  were rece ived  by "yours t r u l y H  

and w i l l  be a c t e d  upon. One of  t h e  most repea ted  comments was t h e  l a c k  

o f  communication, n o t  on ly  with Members bu t  a l s o  Member Clubs. This  

w i l l  be t ack led  first and o t h e r  a r e a s  w i l l  be examined and a c t e d  upon. 

O f  major concern i s  our  Membership numbers. When you cons ide r  

we a r e  a Provirmcial Organiza t ion  and have l e s s ' t h a n  250 i n d i v i d u a l  

members, something must be wrong. I am n o t  going t o  say  t o  each member 

t o  go o u t  and s i g n  up ano the r  member and we w i l l  double ou r  Membership, 

bu t  what I would l i k e  i s  t h e  reason  why we do n o t  have a s t r o n g e r  body? 

P l e a s e  drop me a no te  and o f f e r  any sugges t ions  o r  advice  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  

o u r  Associat ion.  Address: Ken wilmo t , Box 76, S e b r i n g v i l l e ,  On ta r io ,  

NOK 1x0. 

1 know t h a t  many c o l l e c t o r s  would j o i n  t h e  O.N.A. i f  asked and 

i t  must be our  voca l  p a r a l y s i s  t h a t  c r e a t e s  t h i s  l a c k  of wCOMMUNICATIONw. 

There is  t h a t  word again.  

Before c l o s i n g  I would l i k e  t o  l e t  a l l  Members know t h a t  it is  

my i n t e n t i o n  t o  i n s u r e  a b e t t e r  l i n e  o f  communication between t h e  O.N.A. 

and a l l  Members. I t  i s  up 'to you t o  s e e  t h a t  i t  does no t  s t o p  the re .  Ve 

need t h e  r e v e r s e  d i r e c t i o n  a l s o .  My mail ing address  i s  noted e a r l i e r  and 

my phone is  519-393-6694. P l e a s e  make no te  and do n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  

me o r  your a r e a  d i r e c t o r .  

Thanks f o r  r ead ing  t h i s  f a r ,  and the  Delegates  ques t ions  w i l l  be - 

answered l a t e r .  Yours Numismatically, 
I 
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EDITOR 
With t h e  June meetings most Clubs w i l l  r e c e s s  f o r  t h e  summer. This  

w i l l  he lp  those  i n  charge o f  va r ious  committees t o  r e -a s sess  those  first 
6 months and p lan  f o r  t h e  f a l l  season. I n  some c a s e s  changes w i l l  (should)  
have t o  be made. Reports  hea rd  from Delegates a t  t h e  OmNoA* meeting were 
n o t  a l l  favorable  and t o  those  Clubs 1 hope t h a t  t hose  i n  charge w i l l  
a r r i v e  i n  September with l o t s  o f  enthusiasm and new i d e a s  and programs, 
and t h a t  some o f  t h a t  enthusiasm w i l l  r ub  o f f  on its members. 

Programs should be v a r i e d  s o  t h a t  every a s p e c t  o f  ou r  hobby i s  
covered. I ' v e  heard some hobby i s t s  t e l l  me they don ' t  know what t o  have 
f o r  a c e r t a i n  program. It amazes me t h a t  w e  can cover  a l l  t h e  numismatic 
s u b j e c t s  o f  t h e  world i n  s o  s h o r t  a time. How many o f  ou r  members 3eave 
i t  up t o  those  i n  charge,  and then  complain about  what i s  being o f fe red?  
If more members took one r e s p o n s i b l e  job each meeting, Clubs would no t  
have t o  worry about  d e c l i n e s  i n  membership, a t tendance ,  e t c .  I know t h e r e  
a r e  those  who a r e  opposed t o  changes and a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e a l  with when 
those  changes a r e  impleaented. Sometimes they  even l e a v e  t h e  o rgan iza t ion ,  
b u t  o f t  time they r e t u r n  when those  changes r e v i t a l i z e  t h e  o rgan iza t ion ,  
Those who don ' t  r e t u r n  a r e  t h e  l o s e r s .  

The O.N.A. h a s  a l s o  been g u i l t y  o f  p r o j e c t i n g  changes and i t  took 
some prodding by s e v e r a l  Clubs t o  produce a c t i o n  on t h e  L i a b i l i t y  Insurance  
Program. The i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  2 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  coverage f o r  1987 was 
a g i a n t  s t e p  forward, and I f o r  one was amazed t h a t  10009 o f  t h e  Clubs 
d i d n ' t  t ake  advange o f  t h i s  coverage. I n  1988, when t h i s  in su rance  i s  
renewed perhaps those  Clubs who dec l ined  o u r  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
t h i s  program w i l l  t h ink  a g a i n  and j o i n  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  Club and members. 
Other  a r e a s  t h a t  need t o  be re-assessed a r e  our audio v i s u a l  programs and 
l i b r a r y .  S teps  a r e  being in t roduced t o  a c t i v a t e  t h e  "Speakers C i r c u i t "  
and anyone who would l i k e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  program should  c o n t a c t  
any member o f  t h e  O o N e A e  

When a l l  t h e  informat ion  turned  i n  a t  t h e  Delegates  meeting i s  
reviewed, I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  ma t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  hobby t h a t  
t h e  0eN.A. Execut ive w i l l  be t a k i n g  a c t i o n  upon. 

R i t h  t h e  C e N o A *  and OmNoAe l e a d i n g  t h e  way and working c l o s e r  
t o g e t h e r ,  we can a l l  b e n e f i t  from t h e i r  a c t i o n s  and l eade r sh ip .  

My opening s ta tement  w a s  t h a t  most Clubs r e c e s s  f o r  t h e  summer months, 
bu t  t h e  North York Coin Club and t h e  London mumismatic S o c i e t y  do hold  
r e g u l a r  meetings dur ing  Ju ly  and August. I f  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e s e  two 
Clubs dur ing  those  months t r y  and a t t e n d  one o f  t h e i r  meetings. your 
i n t e r e s t  i s  a l s o  needed t o  cont inue  a hea l thy  numismatic hobby. 

COVER: CANADIAN PARLIAMENT - 
The Canadian Par l iament  i s  p i c t u r e d  on t h e  r e v e r s e  of  t h e  1939 

Canadian s i l v e r  d o l l a r ,  T h i s  d o l l a r  commemorates t h e  Royyl V i s i t  of  
t h e i r  Mafes ty ls  King George.VI and Queen El izabeth .  

The Par l iament  Building i s  s i t u a t e d  on Parliament H i l l  overlooking 
t h e  O t t a w a  River  and t h e  C i t y  o f  H u l l ,  Quebec. 

Queen V i c t o r i a ,  i n  1857, s e l e c t e d  O t t a w a  as Canada's permanent 
C a p i t a l .  Work on t h e  Par l iament  Bui ld ings  was completed i n  1866, and 

I 

t h e  fol lowing y e a r  t h e  f i r s t  Parl iament  o f  the  Dominion o f  Canada was he ld  
I 

t h e r e ,  The c e n t e r  block of  t h e  Parl iament  bu i ld ing  w a s  des t royed  by f i r e  
i n  1916, and w a s  l a t e r  completely r e b u i l t .  The Peace Tower of  t h e  ~ o t h i c -  
s t y l e  c e n t e r  block i s  n e a r l y  300 f e e t  h igh ,  and houses a w a r  memorial 
chamber and a 53 b e l l  c a r i l l o n .  The 1939 d a t e  i s  t h e  second i n  t h e  Canadian 
s e r i e s  o f  comemorat ive  d o l l a r s .  The first being t h e  1935 which was minted 
t o  commemorate 25 y e a r s  of  r u l e  by King George V, 



NUMISMATICS IN ONTARIO 

hy Bob Villey 

This one thousand, nine hundred and eighty-seventh year of  Grace 
i s  a l s o  the  s i l v e r  jubilee year of the  Ontario %mismatic Association. 
Our Association or ig ina ted  i n  a meeting of delegates  i nv i t ed  t o  the  con- 
vention of t k s  Waterloo Coin Society i n  March 1961. A committee was 
organized to  study the f e a s i b i l i t y  of s t a r t i n g  a provincia l  associat ion.  
A t  the  convention of  the  London Numismatic Society i n  October 1961 the  
committee recommended t h a t  such an assoc ia t ion  be formed, whereupon i t  
received a mandate t o  hold a fomding convention i n  March 1962 i n  
conjunction with the  convention of the  Waterloo Coin Society. 

Those were heady days back i n  1962. ~umismat ics  w a s  expanding, and 
c lubs  were forming almost everywhere i n  Ontario, numerous emough t o  c rea te  
problems when arranging shows. Especial ly i n  the t h i ck ly  populated p a r t s  
o f  the  south of  Ontario,  i t  w a s  hard t o  pick a date fo r  a coin show t h a t  
d id  not c o n f l i c t  with a show held  by another club somewhere e lse .  It was 
thought t h a t  a provincia l  a s s ~ l c i a t i o n  might be ab le  t o  a c t  as a c lea r ing  
house fo r  information as t o  the  dates  of  shows and thus reduce t he  f re -  
quency of c o n f l i c t  of  dates. 

But o ther  th ings  were happening too. Coin p r i ce s  s e r a  r i s i n g ,  and 
auct ions  were well attended. One of the  l i v e l i e s t  auct ions  I attended i n  
those ea r ly  days ms tbt o f  the  C.N.A. Convention i n  O t t a w a  i n  1958. I n  
cornsequence o f  the r i s i n g  pr ices  of  coins, people were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
accurate  grading, as they a r e  today. A s e r i e s  of a r t i c l e s  on t h i s  sub jec t  
appeared i n  the  Canadian numismatic Journal i n  1959. m e  l a t e  G.R.L. 
P o t t e r  spoke and wrote  on the  sub jec t  as well, and a l s o  on the  a l l i e d  and 
very important subject  of conservation and preservation of coins. Tlhe 
question,  "To c lean o r  not  t o  clean?" was being asked, and @uy P o t t e r  
endeavoured t o  answer t h i s  too. 

I n  1962 specula tors  began t o  appear on the  scene. There was a l o t  of  
playing around with such th ings  as 1922-1925 cents ,  1925 and 1926 nickels ,  
t h e  tombac five-cent pieces,  1948 dimes, and so fo r th ,  i n  a l l  conditions. 
Average c i rcu la ted  1948 dimes, s e l l i n g  a t  $2 ea r ly  i n  1962, were 84 apiece 
by the end of the  summer, and ac tua l l y  reached $5 before the  cor rec t ion  
occurred. matts at l e a s t  $15 i n  terms of today's purchasing power. Then 
the bubble collapsed,  and everything was back down almost t o  Square One. 

A t  t h i s  time a l i v e l y  t r a f f i c  s t a r t e d  i n  mint e r r o r s  and minor varia-  
t ions .  It was the  time of the "Hanging 2" and tfHarpf* cen t s  of 1962. Much 
no ise  w a s  made about these  and a hos t  of o ther  dots  and spots ,  splashes 
and dashes, daubs and blobs, e fec t ion  doublings, a.nd o ther  consequences 
o f  hurr ied  production t o  meet a g rea t l y  increased demand f o r  coins. Some 
people proposed t h a t  a na t iona l  symposium be held  t o  d iscuss  the "RarpH 
cen t  of 19621 There was a l o t  o f  speculat ion,  but  eventual ly  i t  was rea l -  
i z ed  t h a t  f 1 c 8 6 t a i t  magnif'ique, mais c e n Q 6 t a i t  pas l a  nurnismatique," and the 
enthusiasm waned. Such pieces  still  a t t r a c t  i n t e r e s t  today, but mostly as I 

a n  adjunct  t o  the  study o f  minting techniques. 
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Since t h a t  P u n d i n g  Convention a t  the  Walper Hotel  i n  Kitchener, 
the  Association B a s  held annual Conventions. For sach one except 1981 
and 1984, a medal has been struck.  These medals form an important 
s e r i e s ,  and a t  las t  c o l l e c t o r s  a r e  taking an i n t e r e s t  i n  them. Because 
the  ea r ly  ones were s t ruck  i n  s m a l l  quan t i t i e s ,  co l l ec to r s ,  i f  s u f f i c i e n t l y  
numerous, w i l l  discover t h a t  t he re  a r e  not  enou h t o  go around, with 
i n t e r e s t i n g  consequences i n  t he  auct ion raom. k e s e  medals a r e ,  f o r  the  
most pa r t ,  well  s t ruck  and pleasingly designed. 

A t  t h i s  ea r ly  time people were beginning t o  r e a l i s e  t h a t  the re  was 
too l i t t l e  emphasis on scholarship  and research. n e  Association under- 
took t o  do i ts p a r t  i n  s t imula t ing  t h i s  most important s i d e  of  t he  hobby. 
From the  beginning, t he  soc i e ty  has presented an Award of Merit t o  the  
Ontario numismatist whose contr ibut ion t o  numismatics i n  any given year 
has been most s ign i f ican t .  m e r e  have been many dis t inguished r ec ip i en t s  
o f  t h i s  award over t he  years,  and t h e i r  contr ibut ions  t o  numismatics have 
been subs tan t ia l .  

An important s t imulus t o  t he  hobby was provided by the  Speakers' 
C i r cu i t  of  ea r ly  days. This  w a s  a list of numismatists wi l l ing  t o  speak 
a t  c lub  meetings, banquets, and conventions. me Association l i s t e d  
speakers by name and according t o  the  sub jec t s  they were wi l l ing  t o  speak 
on, and made the list ava i lab le  t o  clubs who wished t o  have a speaker. 
The c i r c u i t  was of considerable benef i t  t o  c lubs  i n  t he  province f o r  many 
years. If i t  has lapsed recen t ly ,  i t  is  not  because of lack of i n t e r e s t  
on the  pa r t  of  speakers o r  c lubs ,  1 a m  sure. Since i t  c o s t s  more than 
four times as much t o  t r a v e l  now as i t  d id  twenty-five years ago, the  
reason f o r  any diminution o r  l apse  of a c t i v i t y  is  most l i k e l y  t o  be 
p l a in ly  and simply economic. 

A 8  the  s i x t i e s  progressed, speculat ion leaped and bounded a l l  over t he  
country. People were buying proof-like s e t s  by the hundred o r  more, and 
coins by tens  of r o l l s  and even by the  bag. 1 once w a s  asked why I didn ' t  
get  smart and buy a bag o f  1964 nickels .  I w a s  t o l d  I could double my 
money i n  s i x  months. MY reply  w a s  t h a t  I had not  bought a 8300 bag of 
Current n ickels  becanse I Smart. Six months a f t e r  t h i s  the  binge was 
over. The binge w a s  a ided by te le type  services.  Dealers rented te le types  
t o  keep up with rap id  changes i n  p r ices ,  and a s tock  market atmosphere 
prevailed. The high point ,  as i t  were, w a s  seen a t  the C.N.A. Convention 
o f  1964 i n  Halifax, where there  was a room with a te le type  clacking away 
a l l  the  l a t e s t  quotat ions t o  so  many boggle-eyed, open-mouthed, and spe l l -  
bound v i s i t o r s  t h a t  t he re  w a s  s tanding room only. Oxrco again,  f l c ' e t a i t  
magniffqus, mais ce n ' e t a i t  pas l a  numismatique t1 The dance went on and oa  
till t h a t  fatal  day t h a t  w i l l  go down i n  the  records as one of u t t e r  
catastrophe f o r  a l l  who bought, bought, and bought, r e fus ing  t o  s e l l  on 
the  grounds t h a t  i f  they waited another day, another week, another month, 
o r  even another year, they would ge t  more. 

January 2, 1965 w a s  t he  day the  Royal Canadian Mint w a s  Sold out  i n  
twelve hours. So many orders  were received t h a t  t h e  Mint Master Bad t o  
announce t h a t ,  as of noon t h a t  day, no more orders  could be f i l l e d .  The 
Post  Off ice  was asked t o  send t en  pounds of m a i l  from each bag t o  the  
mint a ~ d  r e t u r n ' t h e  r e s t  o f  t he  m a i l  t o  the  senders. A storm of p ro t e s t  
arose ,  and the  government f i n a l l y  located a bui ld ing i n  which t o  s e t  up I 

add i t iona l  minting machinery. In Apri l  i t  w a s  announced that the  mint 
would accept orders  again and flood the  market and fill every order  however 
l a r g e  and however far i n t o  1966 they had t o  go to  do it. It was a l l  over, 
with a resounding bang. Prices f e l l  rapidly.  Proof-like do l l a r s  of 1964, 

i 
a t  $7.50 apiece i n  December 1964, could not be so ld  f o r  face  value i n  
June 1965. Proof-like s e t s  o f  1965, which the  specula tors  were going to  
pr ice  a t  $18 apiece and go on up from t h a t ,  so ld  - i f  a t  a l l  - f o r  $2.25 
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ap iece  by midsummer o f  1965, which was wel l  below t h e  $4 i s s u e  pr ice .  It  
mas a l l  l i k e  having  a t e l e v i s i o n  s c r e e n  explode i n  one's face. The t e l e -  
type s e r v i c e s  were t h e  f i r s t  c a s u a l t i e s  as d e a l e r s  found themselves unable 
t o  make enough money t o  pay t h e  r e n t a l  fees .  Some d e a l e r s  went bankrupt,  

I 

loaded with m a t e r i a l  Ghat could no t  be s o l d  i n  a f a l l i n g  market. Large 
s t o c k s  o f  c u r r e n t  co ins  da ted  1962 t o  1965 were taken  t o  t h e  banks by 
l i q u i d a t o r s  i n  some o f  t h e s e  c a s e s  f o r  face  va lue  t o  h e l p  wind up t h e  
bankrupt i i r m s .  A few c lubs ,  which Bad been organized by s p e c u l a t o r s ,  o r  
had been taken over  by s p e c u l a t o r s ,  e i t h e r  folded o r  were ob l iged  t o  
amalgamate with o t h e r ,  more soundly managed clubs.  Damage t o  i n d i v i d u a l  
c o l l e c t o r s  was cons iderable .  But every cloud h a s  a s i l v e r  l i n i n g .  (Come 
1.970, we l ea rned  t h a t  t h a t  l iming was indeed a s i l v e r  one11 LGhe c rash  was 
a n  overdue c o r r e c t i o n  that shook o u t  a l o t  o f  Johmies-come-late1 who 
had come i n t o  numismatics because they could sme l l  money i n  i t .  &em 
people made no c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  hobby. I n s t e a d ,  t hey  t r i e d  t o  t ake  o u t  
o f  it  as much as they  could ge t .  They knew noth ing  about  a c c u r a t e  grading,  
and cou ldn ' t  c a r e  l e s s ,  except  t o  accuse t h e  w r i t e r s  o f  grading  guides  - 
t h e r e  ware t h r e e  o f  t h e s e  t h a t  came o u t  about  t h i s  time - o f  making i t  
harder  f o r  a man t o  "make a buck" i n  t h e  hobby. AS f o r  gene ra l  knowledge, 
most o f  t h e s e  people couldn ' t  t e l l  a Roman denar ius  from a Buffalo n i c k e l  
o r  a s p l i t  s ixpence,  and aga in  c o u l d n e t  c a r e  l e s s .  A f t e r  they  were 
forced o u t ,  t h i n g s  were b e t t e r  f o r  t h e  res t  of  us. The whole experience 
turned o u t  t o  be a h e a l t h y  reminder t h a t  t he  c o l l e c t o r  and the  d e a l e r  need 
one ano the r  i f  e i t h e r  i s  t o  surv ive .  

So, as we stepped g i n g e r l y  over  t h e  s h a t t e r e d  t e l e t y p e s  and t h e  
r e m i n s  of  d e r e l i c t  c l u b s  and bankrupt bus inesses ,  we asked ourse lves ,  
ttNow what?" C o l l e c t o r s  soon found themselves a b l e  t o  buy a t  p r i c e s  they 
could af ford .  Coin r o b b e r i e s ,  which grew a t  a d i s t r e s s i n g  r a t e  a t  t h e  
time, a lmost  stopped a f t e r  the crash.  Those who en te red  via t h e  window 
a f t e r  dark i n s t e a d  of  by more convent ional  and c i v i l i z e d  means found t h a t  
a l l  they could g e t  f o r  t h e i r  l o o f t  was face  va lue ,  h a r d l y  worth t h e  e f f o r t  
and t h e  r i sk ,  and s o  t h e s e  gen t ry  went a f t e r  o t h e r  th ings .  It was 1970 
before  t h e  market showed s i g n s  o f  recovery. '1Che Centennia l  yea r  1967 
saw a b r i e f  f l u r r y  of a c t i o n ,  bu t  i t  was a l l  over  as soon as t h e  bells  
r ang  i n  t h e  yea r  1968. The l o n g  period of  hard  t imes,  as i t  were, gave 
as a l l  t ime t o  r e f l e c t ,  and t o  d iscover  t h a t  numismatics i s  much more 
than what 0n.e s e e s  i n  r e c e n t  i s s u e s  o f  coins .  m a n  t h e  market made i t s  
f i r s t  stir again  i n  1970, t h e  i n t e r e s t  was much broader  than  ever  before.  
By 1970 t h e r e  was i n t e r e s t  n o t  only i n  decimal co ins ,  bu t  i n  Colonia l  
c o i n s ,  paper  money, medals, and t r a d e  tokens o f  a l l  types .  Not s i n c e  t h e  
first World War had s o  much i n t e r e s t  been shown i n  t h e s e  o t h e r  f i e l d s  of  
Canadian xaumismatics. A few H E c c e n t r i c s ' h u c h  as myself had been study- 
i n g  Co lon ia l s  f o r  y e a r s  before  t h i s .  Paper money co lPec to r s  organized 
t h e  Canadian Paper Money S o c i e t y  i n  1964, and by 1970 a ded ica ted  body o f  
r e s e a r c h e r s  had con t r ibu ted  much t o  t h e  corpus o f  knowledge. The i r  work 
came j u s t  i n  t ime, I a m  sure.  Comiderable  informationt concerning e a r l y  
paper money wae i n  danger o f  being l o s t  forever.  

!Chess was, and s t i l l . i s ,  p len ty  o f  m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  and p l e n t y  o f  
work t o  do. But i t  is  a l l  very  much l i k e  the f i she ry .  YOU don't  f i n d  f i s h  
by s i t t i n g  i d l y  on t h e  docks. If  you want f i s h ,  you put  t o  s e a  and g a t  t o  
work. Bnd t h e  aunlsmatic  t 'fish'* a r e  p l e n t i f u l .  Hundreds o f  v a r i e t i e s  of  
decimal co ins  have been swimming a r o m d  under our  noses f o r  decades. One 
example i s  t h e  number o f  changes i n  t h e  p o r t r a i t  o f  Queen v i c t o r i a  on our 
decimal c o i n s  from 1870 t o  1901. A few c o l l e c t o r s  knew o f  c e r t a i n  d i f f -  
e rences ,  and a few t h e o r i e s  were spun about  w h a t  happened i n  1891, but  no t  ' 
u n t i l  D r .  Eaxby publ i shed  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  h i s  work i n  t h e  Canadian Numis- 
matic Journal  was the  t r u e  number even suspected. \Ve have l i t e r a l l y  
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thousands of v i r t u a l l y  unpublished medals i n  t h i s  b l e s t  i f  somewhat 
b a t t e r e d  Dominion w e  l i v e  i n .  

With t h e  h e a l t h y  r i s e  i n  t h e  market f o r  a l l  k inds  of  Canadian and 
fo re ign  numismatic m a t e r i a l  a f t e r  1970 came i n f l a t i o n ,  though t h e  one i s  
By no means t o  be considered t h e  cause of  t h e  o the r .  The i n f l a t i o n  was 
caused by t h e  r a p i d  r i s e  i n  t h e  p r i c e  of o i l .  I n t e r e s t  r a t e s  soared  till  
they  caused t h e  1982 recess ion .  S i l v e r  and gold r o s e  i n  p r i c e ,  touching 
o f f  a wave o f  specu la t ion .  S i l v e r  co ins  i n  Canada had been r ep laced  by 
n i c k e l  i n  1968, and everybody began t o  ga the r  up t h e  s i l v e r  i n  a n t i c i p a -  
t i o n  o f  r eap ing  a handsome p r o f i t .  It w a s  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  a l l  those  proof- 
l i k e  s e t s ,  r o l l s ,  and o t h e r  r e l i c s  o f  t h e  c r a s h  of  1965 conta ined  s i l v e r ,  
and suddenly i t  became p o s s i b l e  t o  r e a l i s e  a l i t t l e  something on one's 
pre-1965 investment  on the b a s i s  of  t h e  s i l v e r  value.  L i t t l e  by l i t t l e  
t h e  g l u t  of  s e t s  and r o l l s  w a s  bought up by c o i n  d e a l e r s  and a l s o  by 
b u l l i o n  dea le r s .  As t h e  p r i c e  of  s i l v e r  w a s  drummed up by those  who hoped 
t o  corner  t h e  world supply of  s i l v e r ,  un to ld  numbers o f  s i l v e r  c o i n s  and 
t o n s  of  e x q u i s i t e  s i l v e r  t e a  s e r v i c e s ,  f l a tware ,  vases ,  and j ewel le ry  
went i n t o  t h e  mel t ing  p o t ,  t o  say  noth ing  of  a number o f  b e a u t i f u l  s i l v e r  
medal l ions whose beauty of des ign  and e x q u i s i t e  ton ing  would make anyone 
c r y  t h a t  saw them being tos sed  i n t o  the  melt ing pot. 

The r e s u l t  of  a l l  t h i s  w a s  t o  make mint f i g u r e s  meaningless. The 
ca ta logues  still  r e p o r t  t h e  a c t u a l  mintages yea r  by yea r ,  b u t  s i n c e  1980 
t h e  f e e l i n g  is  "So what?" because they  a r e  no longer  a ve ry  a c c u r a t e  guide 
t o  r a r i t y .  True, t h e  1890H f i f t y - c e n t  p iece  w i l l  s till  be very  r a r e ,  bu t  
can t h e  1951, f o r  example, s t i l l  be c a l l e d  common? ft i s n ' t  as  comMon as 
i t  once was. The b u l l i o n  binge has  permanently removed a l a r g e  number o f  
s i l v e r  co ins  from t h e  market. But the  consequences have not  been as b leak  
as one might th ink .  There i s  no such t h i n g  any more as a "drug on t h e  
marketN f o r  t h e  s i l v e r  c o i n s  o f  Canada. The 1965 proof- l ike  sets a r e  still  
a v a i l a b l e  r e a d i l y ,  b u t  today they  a r e  s a l e a b l e  i n  a way they  never were 
before  1970. Another consequence of  t h e  s i l v e r  b u l l i o n  c r a z e  i s  t h a t  t h e  
average cond i t ion  o f  what h a s  surv ived  is  f a r  be t t e r  because a l o t  o f  low- 
grade  s i l v e r  c o i n s  never  r e a l l y  worth more than  f a c e  va lue  w;ere melted down. 

A s  t h e  1960s went on i n t o  t h e  1970s, a s e r i o u s  problem came t o  t h e  
s u r f a c e ,  t o  w i t :  j iggery-pokery, t h e  fak ing  of  coins .  m e r e  have always 
been c o u n t e r f e i t s  around, made by c e r t a i n  gent ry  who f e e l  they  should be 
a b l e  t o  g e t  t h e  t h i n g s  of  t h i s  world without earn ing  them, but  they  never 
posed a s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  t o  c o l l e c t o r s ,  f o r  c o u n t e r f e i t e r s  always d i d  t h i n g s  
cheaply.  They used pewter t o  fake  s i l v e r ,  and brass t o  fake  gold ,  usua l ly .  
T h e i r  workmanship was far i n f e r i o r ,  and o f t e n  t h e  wefght was i n c o r r e c t ,  s o  
such p ieces  were soon exposed f o r  what t hey  were. But fakes  made t o  supply 
b u l l i o n  demands i n  A s i a  and Europe were much more c a r e f u l l y  made, and when 
such items were d iscovered  by t o u r i s t s  who bought h e a v i l y  and in t roduced 
them i n t o  t h e  numismatic markets h e r e  and i n  Europe, the t r o u b l e  s t a r t e d .  
I n  1973 t h e r e  was, a t  t h e  Convention of  t h e  C.N.A. i n  Saskatoon, an  e x h i b i t  
O f  two c a s e s  o f  c o i n s ,  with no write-up except t h e  words, "Every c o i n  i n  
t h e s e  two cases  is  a fakew. A s  I look back on t h i s ,  I r e a l i s e  now w h y  I 
d i d  no t  scream! I was j u s t  t oo  weak with t h e  shock. My l e g s  turned  t o  
j e l l y  i n s t a n t l y  and I t o t t e r e d  a c r o s s  t o  a c h a i r  and f e l l  onto  it, and f o r  
t h e  next  f i v e  minutes 1 w a s  q u i t e  incapable  o f  u t t e r i n g  a sound. The fakes  
were no t  of c l a s s i c  r a r i t i e s ,  b u t  o f  i t ems  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  anywhere I I 
from $5 t o  $100, I 

Coun te r fe i t ing  seminars  were quickly  organised t o  teach  c o l l e c t o r s  
how t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  geniune from f a l s e ,  and t h e y  were w e l l  a t tended,  A s  t h e  
market f o r  Cameadian c o i n s  improved, the  j iggery-poker is t s  t u rned  t h e i r  
attentions t o  Canadian coins.  Lond before  1980 every s c a r c e  s i l v e r  d o l l a r  
had; been faked. The 1912-19l4 gold  c o i n s  were faked, and s o  was the $20 



gold piece o f  1967. These fakes were much more sophis t i ca ted  than the 
"synthetic" 1921 f i f ty -cen t  pieces and dot ted 1936 cen t s  and dimes t h a t  
had appeared e a r l i e r .  It became increas ingly  imperative t h a t  co l l ec to r s  
l e a r n  how t o  distinguish genuine from fa l s e ,  and i t  s t i l l  is. 

I n  the meantime the  bu l l i on  craze  reached its climax i n  1980, with 
s i l v e r  a t  $55 ounce and gold a t  #900-0dd, Those who bad quan t i t i e s  o f  
those "limited ed i t ionn  items once so popular soon found themselves ab le  
t o  s e l l  ou t  a t  a p r o f i t  they would never have r ea l i s ed  had s i l v e r  and gold 
not  r i s e n  so high. People with these th ings  had begun t o  despair  of ever 
r e a l i s i n g  enough t o  exceed the  enormous "front-end loadingn b u i l t  i n t o  the  
i s s u e  pr ices  of such mater ia l ,  when the  "si lver-eaters" galloped t o  the 
rescue and gave them the  opportunity t o  get  out. But even as bu l l i on  pr ices  
soared, people s t i l l  bought i n  an t i c ipa t i on  o f  p rof i t .  acquaintance of 
mime f e l l  under the s p e l l  o f  the  yellow metal and borrowed 810,000. at  the  
usurious 1980 r a t e s  of  i n t e r e s t  t o  buy i n  a t  $900-odd pas ounce, only t o  
discover t h a t  a fo r tn igh t  l a t e r  his br igh t  yellow cuhes would s e l l  f o r  only 
$400 an ounce! Something had happened. A thunderbolt descended, and the 
bu l l ion  buyers had t o  re t rench d ra s t i ca l l y .  1 was tempted t o  buy a l c e l l o  
and l e a r n  t o  play Chopin" Funeral March so I could f i t t i n g l y  accompany the 
weeping and wailing and gnashing of t e e th  I Beard from so many who had 
waited too long e i t h e r  t o  buy o r  t o  s e l l ,  

We numismatists, however, came out  o f  a l l  t h i s  looking not a t  a l l  
l i k e  the i d i o t s  so  many o the r s  th ink we a r e 1  We didn ' t  succumb e n t i r e l y  
t o  the  mania over bull ion.  We made use of it, s e l l i n g  o f f  th ings  we could 
ge t  a b e t t e r  p r i ce  f o r  than otherwise, and using t he  proceeds t o  bui ld  up our 
co l l ec t i ons  with scarcer  i tems we might not  otherwise have been a b l e  t o  
afford.  Some co l lec tors ,  who could not keep up with the  dizzy s p i r a l  o f  
p r ices ,  discovered t h a t  l i t e r a t u r e  w a s  cheaper and began t o  buy books. 
Moreover, they chose t o  "read, mark, l ea rn ,  and inwardly d iges t  them", 
thereby becoming i n t e r e s t e d  i n  scholarship and research. A few newcomers 
joined the  company of numismatic wr i te r s  as a r e s u l t ,  and i n  a few years  
we w i l l  see  some of t he  work of these recent  converts t o  the  t r u e  f a i t h .  
But, i n  s p i t e  of the  bu l l i on  crash,  the re  a r e  st i l l  some who a r e  in te rqe ted  
i n  gold and s i l v e r  coins  only fo r  t h e i r  metal l ic  content.  Beauty of  design, 
h i s t o r i c a l  s ignif icance,  and so fo r th  a r e  of no i n t e r e s t  whatever, as f a r  
as these people a r e  concerned. Recently I acquired a beau t i fu l  gold double 
excelente of  Ferdina.:d and I s a b e l l a  from a dealer  who aold i t  t o  me a t  an 
a t t r a c t i v e  p r ice  because she was completely fed up with people stopping a t  
he r  t ab le ,  pointing a t  the  coin,  and asking her what i t  would melt f o r 1  

The 1970s saw, besides t he  bu l l ion  craze and the, actvent o f  the  jiggery- 
poker is t ,  a renewed i n t e r e s t  i n  grading. Investment counsellors were coming 
i n t o  the  p ic tu re ,  advising wealthy c l i e n t s  t o  consider coins  as a possible 
add i t i on  t o  t h e i r  por t fo l ios .  P r i ce s  of uncirculated coins  rose  s h a r p l ~ ,  
and people beg- t o  look se r ious ly  a t  the  art, o r  science,  o r  whatever i t  is, 
of  grading. S t a t i s t i c a l  s t ud i e s  were being made of the  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  
choice uncirculated items, and pr ice  graphs and cha r t s  pointed the  way th ings  
would go f o r  such items. Plenty  o f  money was involved, and i t  became impera- 
t i v e  t h a t  co l l ec to r s  and inves tors  a l i k e  be sure  t h a t  value was received 
fo r  morney spent,  Over-grading w a s  seen t o  be the  g rea t  menace t o  everyone. 
A s  we know, this is  mostly t h e  r e s u l t  of  eyest ra in ,  When a dea le r  has been 
up half the  night  g e t t i n g  coins  together fo r  the  next  show, and h i s  wife 
has  heen y e l l i n g  a t  him t o  come t o  bed because i t ' s  now 3 A.M. be has 
looked a t  hundreds of pieces and h i s  eyes are ready t o  pop ou t  of t h e i r  
Sockets. I n  these circumstances i t  is  easy t o  grade as EF something t h a t  
i s  only Fine, A s  luck would have i t ,  t h i s  item is  what the  f i r s t  customer 
a t  the  show Looks a t 1  I w i l l  no t  repeat  the  usual language heard when t h i s  
l i t t l e  scenario i s  played out  i n  the  bourse room. As I s a i d ,  i t c s  l a rge ly  



a mat te r  of  eyes t r a in .  There i s  some j u s t  p l a i n  ignorance,  which under- 
grades  almost as o f t e n  as i t  overgrades.  Then t h e r e  i s  a small amount of  
d ishones ty ,  which, l i k e  a l l  bad t h i n g s ,  h a s  a n  i n f l u e n c e  o u t  of  a l l  pro- 
p o r t i o n  t o  i ts frequency o r  magnitude. 

Whatever t h e  cause,  overgrading is c o s t l y  t o  everyone. There have 
been many a t t e m p t s  t o  combat t h i s  over t h e  years .  I n  t h e  1960s t h r e e  books 
on grading  Canadian decimal  c o i n s  appeared, one being de r ived  from t h e  work 
o f  1959 i n  t h e  Canadian h m i s m a t i c  Journal.  The s t anda rd  ca ta logues  now 
have informat ion  on grading. Seminars and similar programs have been he ld  
from time t o  time. An i n t e r e s t i n g  i d e a  has been taken up i n  some clubs.  
A dozen co ins  a r e  brought t o  t h e  meeting, and each member i s  encouraged t o  
grade them. Afterward a census i s  taken  o f  t h e  number o f  members who 
graded each c o i n  as EF, f o r  example, VF, and s o  on. The r e s u l t s  a r e  sur -  
p r i s ing .  They show how much v a r i a t i o n  t h e r e  i s  among c o l l e c t o r s  and 
d e a l e r s  as t o  what each grade a c t u a l l y  is. There i s  no b e t t e r  way than  
t h i s  t o  show t h e  need f o r  more p r e c i s e  d e f i n i t i n s  o f  t h e  va r ious  grades. 

But h e l p  i s  on t h e  way. There has  been a n  e x c e l l e n t  s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  
on s c i e n t i f i c  grading,  s t r i k i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  co ins ,  and s o  f o r t h ,  
which have appeared i n  t h e  Canadian Numismatic Journal ,  t h e  Canada Coin 
News, and elsewhere. Unci rcula ted  co ins  have been c a r e f u l l y  s t u d i e d ,  s i n c e  
they  have become s o  expensive i n  some c a s e s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  now almost  as 
many grades f o r  these  as t h e r e  a r e  o f  c i r c u l a t e d  c o i n s ,  with phenomenal 
d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  p r i c e  - no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  va lue  - between a d j a c e n t  grades.  I n  
t h e  f u t u r e  t h e  s t anda rd  ca ta logues  w i l l  c o n t a i n  much more d e t a i l e d  informa- 
t i o n  on t h e  grading  of  u n c i r c u l a t e d  coins.  The man who h a s  done most o f  
t h i s  work i s  too  modest t o  a l l o w  me t o  say  who he  i s ,  bu t  I a m  s u r e  we  a l l  
know. 

And so ,  i n  t h i s  s i l v e r  j u b i l e e  y e a r  of  our  Associa t ion ,  we have a 
number o f  t h i n g s  no t  suspec ted  by t h e  founders back i n  1962. Nobody sus-  
pected i n  1962 t h a t  faking would be such a problem a s  i t  i s  now. Coins 
were e i t h e r  unc i rcu la t ed  o r  they were not :  nobody heard  o f  d i f f e r e n t  
s t a t e s  o f  being unc i rcu la t ed .  Some may have expected gold and s i l v e r  t o  
r i s e  i n  p r i c e  some day, but  nobody suspected t h a t  they  would r i s e  t o  t h e  
h e i g h t s  of 1980: So t h i n g s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  today from twenty-five y e a r s  
ago, bu t  p lus  Fa change, p lus  c ' e s t  l a  &me chose. We st i l l ,  as we d i d  
back i n  1962, argue about  grading.  We s t i l l  wonder whether t o  c l e a n  co ins  
o r  not .  And by far t h e  most o f  us  c o l l e c t  Canadian decimal co ins .  Specu- 
l a t i o n  s t i l l  goes on, though not  as f r a n t i c a l l y  as i n  t h e  pas t .  %en we 
c e l e b r a t e  our  golden j u b i l e e  i n  2012, I very much suspec t  that  t h i n g s  w i l l  
be e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same, whatever may happen i n  t h e  meantime. 

E d i t o r ' s  Note: 
This  a r t i c l e  was the  e x c e l l e n t  address  Bob gave a t  t h e  O.N.A. 

Educat ional  Forum a t  t h e  r e c e n t  Convention he ld  a t  t h e  Westbury Hote l  i n  
Toronto. It  was r e p r i n t e d  with per~fl iss ion,  s o  those  who missed t h e  t a l k  
could  b e n e f i t ,  

+++*+++*+9********+ 

9 eN+ AUCTION - APRIL 25, 1987 by james aarlton 
This a u c t i o n  was h e l d  a t  t h e  Westbury Hote l  i n  Toronto on ~ p r i l  25th. 

I t  was conducted by Char les  D. Moore. Rumismatics Limited of  Walnut Creek, 
Cal i for l r ia ,  and f ea tu red  almost  700 l o t s .  I 

I 
The paper money w a s  t h e  predominant f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  O.N.A. a u c t i o n  s a l e  

and 1 a m  l i s t i n g  a few o f  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s .  I would l i k e  t o  mention t h e  
p r i c e s  r e a l i z e d  are i n  Canadian funds. It might a l s o  be mentioned t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  no llBuyers Premtuml' charged. 
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O.N.A. AUCTION (Contld) 

I have omi t ted  p r i c e s  f o r  the  decimal coinage as most o f  these  
s o l d  well  below ca ta logue  value.  

D O M I N I O N  OF CANADA PAPER MONEY 

Lot  3001 25e F r a c t i o n a l  Currencx 1870(A) E F  
3015 2 5 ~  1923 Campbell-Clark Unc 

Large S i z e  Motes 
$1 1911 ~ o v i l l x  
$ 1  1911 B o v i l l s  Uncut s h e e t  of  4 no tes  

mint s t a t e  
$1  1917 Hyndrnap-Saunders Unc 
$2 1914 Bov i l l e  Uncut s h e e t  o f  4  no tes  

mint s t a t e  

BANK OF BRITISH NORTH AMERICA FACE PROOFS -- - 
1 0  S h i l l i n g s ,  1852 Brantford 
1 0  S h i l l i n g s ,  1852 Toronto 
1 0  S h i l l i n g s ,  1854 London 
1 0  S h i l l i n g s ,  1860 V i c t o r i a  

OTHER LARGE SIZE CHARTERED BANK NOTES --- -- 
$3 1860 Cen t ra l  Bank o f  New Brunswick 

Face Proof 4,000.00 
$20 1860 Cen t ra l  Bank of N e w  Brunswick 

Unsigned, Remainder 4,000.00 
$1 18408s The Farmers Bank o f  Malden 

Face Proof 5,250.00 
$20 1863 H a l i f a x  Banking Co. Face Proof 6,250.00 

E d i t o r ' s  Note: - 
These a r e  j u s t  a few o f  t h e  l o t s  o f fe red .  For those  who have never 

a t t ended  a major a u c t i o n  one should,even i f  they a r e  no t  going t o  buy. 
The t h r i l l  o f  one o f  these  a u c t i o n s  can be seen i n  some o f  t h e  above 
p r i c e s  r e a l i z e d .  

ASSOCIATION NEWS 

The a p p l i c a t i o n s  which appeared i n  the  March-April i s s u e  of  the  
Ontar io  Numismatist have been accepted. 

The fol lowing a p p l i c a t i o n s  have been received.  I f  no w r i t t e n  
o b j e c t i o n s  t o  these  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  rece ived ,  acceptance w i l l  appear  
i n  t h e  next  i s s u e  of t h e  Ontar io  Numismatist. 

Robert  A Gardner, 132 E Carmans Rd. E. Farmingdale, N.Y. 11745 USA 
William Vandenboom, '11 McGregor Ave., Aylmer, Ont., NTH 2y2 
Mrs, Frances Holl ingshead,  258 London Rd.,W., Guelph, Ont., N1H 2 ~ 8  
D r .  Kenneth Ockonden, 180 Cline Ave. N., H a ~ i l t o n ,  Ont., L8S 329 
Donald Quennevi l le ,  R.R.#2, Ti lbury ,  Ont., NOP 2LO 
Barry Urnan, 201 S t i l l v i e w  Road, Po in tc  C l a i r e ,  P.Q., H9R 2Y4 
Owen Howell, 195 Natchez Rd, , Kitchener ,  Ont., N2B 1W2 
E a r l  Davis, P.O. Box 2749, S a r n i a ,  Ont., N7T 5T7 
Darry l  Atchison, Toronto, Ont. ,  M3H 1 N 6  
A 1  Chen, 20 Woadvale Cres. ,  Toronto, Ont., M4C 5N5 
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ASSOCIATION NEW: MEMBERSHIP ( ~ o n t r d )  

1283 M r s .  W i l l i a m  Parynick, 5356 Redwood Rdm, P lan ta t ion ,  F1. 33317 USA 
1284 Brent Pullen,  Sr., R.R.#6, Napanee, K7R 1R3 
12855 Brent Pullen,  Jr., R.Ra#6, Napanee, K 7 R  1 R 3  
1286 I a n  Graham, 120 Oxford St . ,  Fredericton, W.B., E3B 2W3 

Convention Calendar 
June 20-21 - 

August 23 & 
September 27 - 

September 12 - 

September 19 - 

October 3 - 
October 4 - 

October 17 - 
October 1 8  - 

October 24-25 - 
October 25 - 

November 20-22- 
March 25-27, 

1988 - 

Torex with Auction - Bond Place Hotel ,  65 Dundas St . ,  E, 
Toronto, Ont., Info: Ingr id  K. Smith (416)920-6461, 
Daily admission - $2.00. 

T.I.C.F. - Lakeshore Inn, 2000 Lakeshore Blvd. 8. Toronto, 
Info:  P.O. Box 973, Stn.B, Willowdale, Ont. M2K 2T6 

C.N.Aa m u a l  Convention - WestinHotel ,  Calgary. Info:  
Garry Braunwarth, %Calgary Numismatic Society,  
P.O. Box 633, Calgary, Alberta,  T2P 253 

Metro Toronto Coin Exhibit ion - Bond Place Hotel ,  65 Dundas 
St . ,  E., Toronto, Ont. Info:  Ing r id  K. Smith, 
(416) 920-6461. Daily a d m i ~ s f  on $2.00. 

Huronia Numismatic Assoc. Coin Stamp & Antique Show - 
Bayfield Mall, Bayfield S t .  N., Barr ie ,  Onto Info:  
P.O. Box 243, Barr ie ,  Ontario,  L4M 4T2. 

Inge r so l l  Coin Club - Coin, Stamp, & Craf t  Show, & Yard 
Sale. Senior Ci t izens  Room, Lions H a l l ,  Thames St.S, 
1O:OO a .m.  - 5:00 p.m. Free admission. Contact 
T. Masters, 823 Van St . ,  London, M5z 1M8 (519)438-2402 

Hamilton Coin Club Show - Notre Dame Bchool, 400 Cumberland 
Ave., Hamilton, Ont, , 9:00 a.m.-4: 00 p.m. 

Sarn ia  Coin Club Show - Guildwood Best Western Hotel ,  foot  
of  Bluewater Bridge. Info  : C a r l  Williamson, 
931 Greendale St . ,  Sarnia, N7V 3P4, (519)337-9191. 

St .  Catharine6 Coin Club Annual Show & Banquet - 16  bourse 
dea le rs ,  Fairview Mall, S t .  Cathariaes. 

Til lsonburg Coin Club - 25th Anniversary Show & Banquet, 
Info:  Joe &Arthur 15 Concession S t . ,  W., Tillson- 
burg, Ontario, ( 519 3 842-9395; 

Torex with Auction - Info: see above June 20-21 
S t r a t f o r d  Coin Club 25th Annual Show - K i w a n i s  Community 

Centre, Lakesi.de Drive, S t r a t fo rd ,  Ontario. Info: 
P.O. Box 262, S t r a t fo rd ,  Ont., N5A 6T1 

T.I.C.F. - Info:  see  above July 3-5. 

0.N.A. 26th Annual Convention. Hosted by the  Toronto 
In t e rna t iona l  Coin Fair, Lakeshore Inn,  T o r o ~ t o .  

RESULTS OF 9 O.N.A. ELECTION 1987-1988 

Pres ident  - K. Wilmot 
h t  vice  Pres ident  - Vacant 
2nd Vice Pres ident  - G. Oblinsky 

Secretary - C. M a  Hollingshead 
Treasurer - B. R. R a s z m a m  

Immediate P a s t  Pres ident  - R. Hollingshead 
cont  td 
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RESULTS OF -- THE O.N.A. ELECTION 1987-88 ( ~ o n t ' d )  

AREA DIRECTORS: - 
1A T. Kostaluk 
1 B  S, Hodge 
2 C. L a i s t e r  
3 R. Voaden 
4 R, F l e t c h e r  
5 T. Kennedy 

6 W. H a m  
7 W. Ciona 
7 A s s i s t a n t  R. Zelk 
8  Be Watt 
9 B. Urnan 

1 0  R. A lbe r t  

It's a p leasu re  t o  welcome Bruce Watt back on t h e  Executive.  H i s  long  
experience and p a s t  performances w i l l  be a g r e a t  a s s e t  i n  t h e  impor tant  
d e c i s i o n s  t h e  O.N.A. Execut ive must make i n  t h e  nex t  2 years .  Also a warm 
welcome t o  newcomer Mike Holl ingshead as t h e  s e c r e t a r y .  Mike's enthusiasm 
i n  t h e  hobby has  s h o w  i n  h i s  re-organizing t h e  Guelph Coin Club '86. It's 
hoped some of  t h i s  energy w i l l  be a l s o  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  O.N.A. Barry 
Uman from P o i n t s  C l a i r e ,  Quebec, i s  ano the r  newcomer who t a k e s  over as 
Di rec to r  on Area 9 - t h e  Ottawa and D i s t r i c t  Area. Barry ' s  l ong  l i n e  o f  
c r e d i t s  w i l l  be o f  g r e a t  va lue  t o  t h e  0.JJ.A. i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  our  organiza- 
t i o n  w i l l  be t a k i n g  i n  t h e  fu ture .  

Congra tu la t ions  t o  t h e  remainder of  those  r e -e l ec ted  f o r  another  term. 
Your d e c i s i o n  t o  remain on t h e  Executive proves your concern f o r  t h e  
o rgan iza t ion  and t h e  hobby. 

I N  MEMORIAL - 
It saddens me t o  announce t h e  r e c e n t  pass ing  o f  Ruth McQuade 

o f  O t t a w a .  Ruth w a s  a very a c t i v e  member o f  t h e  numismatic 
family - being a member o f  t h e  C i ty  of  O t t a w a  Coin Club, P a s t  
P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Research I n s t i t u t e ,  formerly employed a t  t h e  
Bank o f  Canada Money Museum, P a s t  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  Canadian Paper 
Money J o u r n a l ,  and t h e  a u t h o r  of  numerous numismatic a r t i c l e s .  
I n  1984 Mrs. McQuade was presented  with t h e  Ontar io  Nu-nismatic 
"Award o f  Meritt '  f o r  h e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  numismatics i n  Ontar io.  
Her gene ros i ty  i n  s h a r i n g  h e r  v a s t  numismatic knowledge t o  
o t h e r s  was wel l  documented and h e r  appearance and suppor t  a t  
numerous c o i n  shows and convent ions helped t o  make them a  
success.  

Her pass ing  i s  a g r e a t  l o s s  t o  t h e  numismatic hobby. To 
t h e  family,  t h e  Onta r io  Numismatic Associa t ion  extends  t h e i r  
s i n c e r e  sympathy. 

On A p r i l  30 th ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  High Commissioner t o  Canada, presented  on 
l o a n  a rare Canadian 1911 "Dei Gratiau one c e n t  p i ece  t o  t h e  Bank o f  
Canada Museum f o r  d isp lay .  I n  1911, while cont roversy  raged over  t h e  
Godless c o i n s  i n  Canada, t h e  Royal Mint prepared a r e v i s e d  obverse d i e  
with "Die G ~ a t i a "  added. Tam p a t t e r n s  were s t r u c k ,  but  no f u r t h e r  c o i n s  
were s t r u c k  f o r  c i r c u l a t i o n .  

The a d d i t i o n  o f  t h i s  co in  t o  t h e  Nat ional  Currency C o l l e c t i o n  adds 
a s i g n i f i c a n t  l i n k  t o  Canada's numismatic h i s t o r y .  



O N T A R I O  N U M I S M A T I C  A S S O C I A T I O N  FOUNDED . 1962 

BOX 33. WATERLOO. ONTARIO. CANADA N2J 326 

"DREAM VACATION'' 
Draw Winners 

1st Prize of $1250.00 Travel Voucher through Robert Q's Travel Mart 
Stratford or $1000.00 cash 

Won by Mr. Art Holden 
Apt 11 - 321 Home St. 
Stratford, Ontario 

Seller Keith Savile $50.00 

2nd Prize of 1 oz. Gold Maple Leaf or $500.00 cash 

Won by Dolly Clark 
313 St. David St. 
Stratford, Ontario N5A 1El 

Consolation Prizes 

Ian Graham 
120 Oxford st. 
Fredericton, N.B. 

Don MacNeil. 
2680 Rivard 
Windsor, Ont. 

Bill Fletcher 
9 Tom St. 
Brantford, Ont. 

James B. Hartford 
5 Vicora Linkway 
P.H. 1 
Don Mills, Ont. M3C 1A6 

.S. D. Wilds 
P.O. Box 483 
Sta. A 
Weston, Ont. M9N 3N3 

Draw was held at the Ontario Numsimatic Convention at the Westbury 
Hotel in Toronto on April 26, 1987 at 3:30 p.m. 

WInning tickets were drawn from a drum by a security guard employed 
I 

by Target Security. The guard's name was Wojciech Znajewski. 



1987 "Dream Vacation" 
Ticket Sales 

By Clubs . 
Books Sold 

.................................. Brantford 30 
............ Canadian Numismatic Association 01 

c.A.w.M.~ ................................. 3 
.................................. Cambridge 0 3 

Champlain .................................. 02 
................... Donald Thomas Foundation 01 

Guelph ..................................... 12 
................................... Hamilton 0 5 

Huronia .................................... 0 5 
Ingerso11 .................................. 64 
Lake Superior .............................. 06 
McKay Clements ............................. 0 2 
Mississaugua ............................... 57 

................................ Nickel Belt 14 
North York ................................. 18 

............. Ontario Numismatic Association 22 

..................................... Oshawa 0 9 

..................................... Ottawa 05 
............................... Peterborough 02 

Richmond Hill .............................. 10 
St . Catharines ............................. 15 

................................. St .. Thomas 05 
...................................... Sarnia 13 

Scarborough ................................ 02 
Stratford .................................. 65 
Thistleto wn ......:......................... 02 
Tillsonburg ................................ 04 

.................................... Toronto 0 5 
............................. Victoria-Simcoe. 03 

................................... Waterloo 15 

.................................... Welland 03 

....... ............................. Windsor ; 02 

Sub-total 4-11 
T ..I~C.F...............................smem 38 

TOTAL ............ 449 
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Tillsonburg's custodian 
of collectables 

By Cordon Sanderson 
of The Free Press 

T ILLSONBURG - More than 50 years of collect- 
ing other people's junk have made it hard to 
move around in Charlie Laister's piled-high 

world of society's discards. He lives amid the clinkers 
and clunkers, flotsam and jetsam of generations. 

At 81, Laister is Tillsonburg's oldest merchant, still 
operating a salvage yard-cum-antique collector's trea- 

1 sure trove at the same place he started dispensing 
gasoline in 1932 from two old-fashioned glass cylinder . 

pumps. i 
"We sold five gallons for a dollar and you got a free ' 

ice cream cone," recalls the tall, lean and leathery 
, octogenarian who has spent a lifetime wrecking houses 

and making money from what others throw away. 
Today those same gas pumps are almost buried by 

the agglomeration of old lumber and building materials 
out front of his property on the Old Pond Road, just a 
few score of metres south of Tillsonburg's main busi- 
ness section, Broadway. 

Laister is a dedicated pack-rat, also a living textbook 
on this town's early-20th-century history. His accumu- 
lation of bric-a-brac fills a large former car repair shop, 

I two old houses and a four-scorey mill on he 
has acquired over the years along both sides of the road. 
It spills across several acres of land in a hollow near 
Otter Creek. 

As a custodian of curiosities, Laister is a fascinating 
man to interview, but first you have to find him in the 
labyrinth of narrow pathways of salvaged materials. 

Laister said he got into the wrecking business in 1932 i 
when a Toronto firm went broke while tearing down an 
old flour mill across the road from his place. He worked , 
for the company and later made a deal for some of the 
leftover lumber. 

As he needed more room for junk, Lrlister 
purchased nearby properties, including a well-pre- 
served four-storey split-pea mill, the last of five water- 
powered mills originally established by Tillsonburg's 
founder Alonzo Tillson. Laister said he got it for an 
auction bid of $17,500 several years ago. ("Would have 
got it cheaper but the town was bidding for it and drove 
up the price.") 

Today it, too, is filled with salvaged objects such as 
butter chums and farm implements. 

"I guess all my life I more or less collected stuff. 
Never throw nothin' away," he said, adding later that 
"stuff lately seems to come in faster than it goes out." 

A guided tour through Laister's domain offers many 
surprises. 

As he leads the way through junk piled ceiling-high- 
in his former service garage, he points to the fender of 
an old vehicie sticking out from under a heap of boxes, 
coiled wire and other odds and ends. 

"That's a real good 1936 Fargo half-ton truck. It's 
never been on the road since I've had it." 

The side of the vehicle is only partly visible in a dark 
comer. "Been here since 1940," continues Laister. "I did 
run it for two weeks one summer when the other truck 
was broke down. There's no rust on it at all. just feel in 
under the fenders. It's just as solid as the day it was 
built. It was took off the road before they ever started 
using salt." 

Is he going to sell it? I 
"Oh, I don't know. Imhad a fella in here wanting to buy 

it and he says, 'Would you take $7,0007' I says, 'No, I'll 
take a new truck and some extras.'" 

The oldest vehicle on Laister's lot is a badly rusted 
1935 Buick Straight Eight. "It's in pretty bad shape," he 
concedes, "but somebody'll buy it some day and restore 
it." 

Much of what Laister has stored is broken or obsolete 
and in some cases it is stuff he has intercepted on its way 
to the dump. But there are also many genuine antiques 
that he .feels will eventually find buyers. 

F u r t h e r  t o  t h e  a r t i c l e  by Gordon Sanderson,  I would l i k e * t o  add t h a t  I 

C h a r l i e  a l s o  is  very  much a  c o l l e c t o r  o f  numismatic m a t e r i a l .  He i s  a 
member o f  t h e  - t h r e e  Oxford County Coin Clubs ,  a member and P a s t  P r e s i d e n t  
o f  t h e  O n t a r i o  Nurnisn~atic A s s o c i a t i o n ,  and t h e  O.N.A. 1975 "Award o f  
Mer i tu  r e c i p i e n t .  O the r  p o s i t i o n s  he  h o l d s  wi th  t h e  O.N.A. a r e  
D i r e c t o r  o f  Oxford County,  P r o p e r t y  Manager, and Audio V i s u a l  Chairman. 
C h - i r l i e t s  keen i n t e r e s t  i n  Numismt ics  c o n t i n u e s  t o  i n s p i r e  many t o  
g r e a t e r  achievements .  
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Candidate For Office In 
l987 

For Election As 
CNA Area Director 

- Ontario - 

Dr. Robert Paul Nadin-Davis of Ottawa, Ontario, 
seeking election to the position of Ontario Director of the Canadian Numismatic Assoc. 

.Born in England in 1956, Paul emigrated to Canada in 1978. Already a lifelong collector. 
he quickly adapted his interest to include a special affection for Canadian numismatics, 
following a brief legal career mixed with "booming Numismatic Business" he became, 
in 1984, a full time professional numismatist. 

Despite Paul's relative youth, he has an impressive list of contributions to the numismatic 
field. He has written and published seve~al numismatic books and an extremely large number 
of anicles on Canadian and world numismatics, which have been published in the C.N.A. 
Journal. Canadian Coin News, Wrld  Coin News, Coin World and many other publications. 

Rul's company, trades in all areas of numismatics from ancient to modem. Canadian 
and worldwide, under his personal supervision, though he also devotes considerable time 
to travelling worldwide to promote the company and Canadian numismatics. 

Organizationally. Paul is and always has been an active supporter of numismatic 
organizations. He is a life member of the C.N.A. the Canadian Paper Money Society, 
Numismatics International and the American Numismatic Association. He has been a 
member of the City of Ottawa Coin Club since coming to Ottawa in 1979. 

Paul's particular interests in the C.N.A. k l l  into several areas. He is concerned by 
the financial structuring of the organization. As a former editor himself he is deeply interested 
in the quality and content of the Journal. The annual Conventions and auctions are also 
a source of major concern, and he believes that his worldwide experience of show 
organization and management could be utilized. 

Paul is deeply committed to the maintenance of standards of honesty and decency in 
numismatics and has a keen interest in the role of the C.N.A. 

Candidate For Office in 
3987 

For Re-election as 
C.N. A. Area Director 

- Ontario 
Don Robb, B. Comm. 

Don was born in Smiths Falls. Ontario. He is a Commerce grdduate of Queen's 
University. He has served as Ontario Director since 1985. 

Waterloo has been home for Don since 1961. As Director. Branch Administration with 
Mutual Life of Canada, he supervises the sales support staff in the company's 76 Branch 
Offices across ,Canada. 

Don has collected Newfoundland and Canadian coins since 1962. His more recent 
interests include Breton Tokens, Commemorative Medals and Tokens of Canada's Centennial 
Year 1967, and Canadian Wood Tokens. 

He is Past President of his home club, Waterloo Coin Society, and also of Canadian 
Association of Wooden Money Collectors (C.A.W.M.C.). Currently he is Membership 
Chairman and an elected Governor of C.A.W.M.C.. and Secretary, Editor and Auction 
Coordinator of Waterloo Coin Society. 

Don believes that a C.N.A. Director should be visible at Coin Club meetings. He will 
continue his efforts to visit clubs. Also, he plans to appoint Sub-Directon; to reprrsent C.N.A. 
in those parts of Ontario that are too distant from Waterloo. 



DEAR NUPIISMAT IST : 

The Canadian Numismatic Associat ion w i l l  be ho ld ing e lec t ions  
sho r t l y ,  Members o f  the CNA w i l l  be asked t o  vote f o r  those 
p o s i t  ions t ha t  are  being contested, 

Louis "Scoop" Lewry has agreed t o  l e t  h i s  name stand f o r  the 
Presidency o f  the CNA, 

A f t e r  reviewing h i s  past performance w i t h  the CNA and the hobby 
as a whole, I have accepted the p o s i t i o n  o f  Chairman f o r  the 
Committee t o  E lec t  Louis "Scoop" Lewry as President,  

I hope a l l  CNA members w i l l  exercise t h e i r  r i g h t  and cast  a vote, 
I urge you t o  consider, as I did, Scoop's c reden t ia l s  and,, , , , , 

TE FOR 
BI " LEWRY 

Exercise your vote, ,  , ,and vote f o r  the person who can do much f o r  
the CNA and the hobby, , , 'vo te  f o r  Louis "Scoopu Lewry, 

John Regitko - Chairman, 
Committee t o  E lec t  Louis 
"Scoop" Lewry as President 

(PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT LOUIS "SCOOP" LEWRY AS PRESIDENT OF THE CNA) 




