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In this issue we are dealing mostly with happenings and events that 
tookplace at the 2005 O.N.A. Convention. 
First I will inform you I was voted in by acclimation, I had told you 
in the last news letter I was stepping down do to health reasons, but 
no one else threw their hat in, so to speak and here I am. I will try and 
serve for the next two years (healthpmitting). 
I would like to thank our three new area directors who, joined our 
group; they are: 

Area #6 Murray Smith Coldwater, Ont. 
Area #7 David Bawcutt Scarborough, Ont. 
Area #11 Craig Wilde Thunder Bay, Ont. 

WELCOME ABOARD! 
Now for the best convention we have seen in a long time. The 
President and General Chairman Gerry Albert and the members of 
the NBCC, did an outstanding job. This club set so many records, 
all medals sold, themost registration in along time. 
Most of the members f7om the club attended the banquet, and I'm 
sure all were there both days. They gave 110% in setting up and 
helping the dealers. There were over 700 in attendance for the two 
days. The cheese and wine on Friday night went over very well with 
most of the dealers and registrants attending. I do know the dealers 
won't soon forget the 2005 Convention thanks to the good people in 
Sudbury and surrounding areas. 

I 
There was only one thing missing, that being Roland Albert. We 
know how hard he worked at making it a success. Get well soon and 
thank you from all of us in the O.N.A. 
I give big thanks of appreciation to the Ee~lers a d  the 0.N.l~.  staff 
that keep the conventions running smoothly. I never tell them 
enough how much I need them, without you; there wouldn't be a 
convention. 
Now on to the Awards: Award of Merit went to William Waychison 
from Timmins, for a lot of years of dedication not only to the 
O.N.A. but also to the C.N.A. keep up the good work. Fellow of the 
O.N.A. awards to Gerry and Roland Albert a most deserving pair if I 
have ever seen. Job well done Bill, Gerry and Rolly. 
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President's Report Continued 

Last but not least the banquet had its fair share of laughs. The master of 
ceremonies Bob Ross kept us well entertained I'm sure. Newfoundland misses 
him! 
The O.N.A. would like to thank all those who sold or purchased Dream Vacation 
tickets. Your support enables us to carry out our many programs, and 
congratulations to all the winners this year. 
The hospitality of the north won't go unnoticed; you are all invited down to 
London, Ont. next year to our 44th O.N.A. Convention hosted by the St Thomas 
Numismatic Association at the Best Western Lamplighter Inn. Again Thanks. 
P.S. It has been brought to my attention that if I want help with the conventions it 
would be wise to put the head table fmt in the future. 

Tom Rogers, 
President 

"A" NICKEL 

If I had a nickel 
I know what I would do 
I'd scan it with a power glass 
To get a better view. 

I'd look for dates and die breaks 
And dashes here and there 
And look for tiny maple leaves 
And "48"s so rare. 

It isn't just the jingle 
That fascinates me so 
It's the numismatic lingo 
Of dates, both high and low. 

Then, when I've had it catalogued 
All properly :::just so::: 
I'd put it on the auction block 
And watch the bidding go. 

Submitted by 
Lois Rogers 

Membership Report 

The applications for membership which appeared in the MarchlApril issue of the 
Ontario Numismatist have been accepted. We welcome Jack Labrie, Gerry Albert 
and Trevor Lynn. 

The following applications for membership have been received If there are no 
objections, they will be accepted into ONA Membership and their acceptance 
published in the next bulletin. 

1837 Dave Marcella, Wingham 
183 8 Don Bradt, Ottawa 
1839 StephenP. Woodland, Osgoode 
1840 Christine Guyatt-Woodland, Osgoode 

Bruce Raszmann, 
ONAMembership Chair 



UPCOMING SHOWS 
May 14, PETERBOROUGH 
Peterborough Coin Club Show, Portage Place, 1154 Chemong 
Road. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information, call Colin at 
(705) 742-01 14. 

May 20-22, HAMILTON 

TNS, Ramada Plaza Hotel, 150 King S t  E. Dealer set-up Friday 
from 2 p.m. Show pass $20. Public admittance Saturday and 
Sunday at 10 a.m. Adults $4, seniors and young collectors $2. 
Auctions by Jeffrey Hoare Auctions, Inc., Sat & Sun. 
SponsorIAffiliate: The Canadian Association of Numismatic 
Dealers. For more information, contact Terry MacHugh at (905) 
570-2434, fax (905) 31 8-1 638 or email cand@cogeco.ca. 

Oct. 1, OSHAWA 
Coin-A-Rama 2005, 5 Points Mall, 285 Taunton Rd. E. Hours: 
9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Free admission, featuring coins, paper 
money, tokens and medals. Free dealer draw, member draw and 
public draw. Sponsor: Oshawa & District Coin Club. For more 
information, contact Sharon or Earl at (905) 728-1 352 or email: 
papman@idirect.com. 

Is  your club holding a show? 
If so, let us know. Send the details to inside@primus.ca, and we 
will gladly include it here. 

From the Editor's Desk 
In this issue we are featuring a short story by O.N.A. member James 
J. Antonio ofNiagara Falls, Ontario. James had a story published in 
the C.N.A. Journal in 2003. His work entitled "Miss Daisy" is coin 
related and fictional. I feel it brings a nice change of pace to the 
usual bulletin content. Some feedback would be appreciated as he 
has offered to contribute other works in the future. 
Also included in this issue is the O.N.A. 2004 Financial Statement. 
My thanks to the Nickel Belt Coin Club for hosting a terrific 
convention! 

Rick Johnson, 
Editor, Ontario Numismatist 

0. B.C. cows L T D e  
Bob & Carole Dowsett 

Buying All 
VICTORIA & EDWARD COINS 

Phone (519) 271 -8884 
Fax (51 9) 275-2684 

E-Mail: bccoins@rogers.com 

OfficeByAppointment Only , , t , l : ~ ~ : k ; ~ ; ~ ~ ~  

MOORE'S Can Realize Top Market Prices For You 
We invite you t o  be part of our sensational auctions. To include your holdings in one of our 
upcoming auctions and learn from your own personal experience why "send t o  MOORE'S!" 
is a decision being made by more and more collectors and dealers when it comes time to  
select an auction house. 

CALL CHARLES MOORE TODAY! 
Professional, courteous service since 1969. 

Very competitive commission rates. 

Now accepting consignments for 
Upcoming Coin Show Auctions 

MOORE'S 
"CANADA'S LEADING NUMISMATIC AUCTIONEER" 

P.O. Box 5233, Walnut Creek, CA. USA 94596 
Tel: (925) 946-0150 Fax: (925) 930-7710 Email: moorecoins@astound.net 



And the winner is ... w 

Shown above is Bill Dilnitropoulos and Tom Rogers, 
President. Bill fiom London, Ontario was our Dream 
Vacation Draw winner. 

Also awarded at the convention were: 
Individual Awards 

Award of Merit -William Waychson 
Fellow ofthe O.N.A. - RolandAlbert 
Fellow ofthe O.N.A. - GerryAlbert 

Display Awards 
Best of Show - Bruce Brace 
First Runner-Up - Dorte Brace 
Second Runner-Up - William Waychison 
People's Choice Award - Dorte Brace i 

Willard & Sandra Burton 

ONA Member 

B&W COINS 
15-6400 MILLCREEK DRIVE 

Buyer Beware 
Courtesy of Champlain Coin Club 

During the last year, the editors of t h s  newsletter have talked with many collectors and 
dealers about a growing problem with our hobby, that being counterfeit coins. 

This is not a new numismatic topic. Dealing with forgeries was a common problem 
even for the ancient Greeks and Romans. Even in the short time period of Canadian 
numismatics, there have been forgeries. Some of the fake coins entered and were even 
welcomed into circulation in both Upper and Lower Canada. These coins, called c'Blacksmith 
tokens" and "Bust and Harp" tokens, were widely used and competed with legitimate colonial 
coinage for about twenty years. 

Collectors and dealers have seen a rise in counterfeits, especially in Asian coins, ancient 
and me&eval coins and gold coins. The qualities of counterfeit coins ranges from very poor to 
outstanding. 

What can the collector do to protect himself from forgeries? 
a. The best protection is knowledge. Remember the old adage of "buy the book before 

the coin." 
b. Purchase your coins from reputable dealers. Ask them about their return policies. 
c. Proceed with caution when purchasing coins on line or from the mail. Are the coins 

graded by a professional grading service, what are the return policies, etc.? 
d. Check with other collectors/club members before malung a purchase. 
e. Carefully examine every coin that you might bid on at an auction. It is usually 

"buyer beware7' at most auctions unless the auctioneer has a good return policy. 



O N T A R I O  N U M I S M A T I C  A S S O C I A T I O N  
P.O. Box 40033, Waterloo S q u a r e  P.O., 

75 King Street ,  S o u t h  
Waterloo,  Ontar io ,  N2J 4V1 - - 

FOUNDED 1962 

D R E A M  V A C A T I O N  

DRAW WIEJNERS 
L I S T  

F I R S T  P R I Z E  - DmM1 VACATION DRAW WIIJNER 

B I L L  POULOS - LONDON, OBTARIO 

S E L L E R S  PRIZE ( $ 1 0 0 . 0 0  Cash) - INGERSOLL C O I N  CLUB 

SECOIID P R I Z E  - $100 GOLD C O I N  

J O H N  VEEZNER - EUiIIELA, ONTARIO 

F I V E  C O N S O L A T I O N  P R I Z E S  - 2005 O'CAUADA S E T S  

T~IARION R O S S  - SUDBURY, ONTARIO 

D E N N I S  GAILLE - I J INDSOR , OfiTARIO 

K E L L Y  S M I T H  - S T .  CATHARINES,  O B T A R I O  

KAREN CEDAR - FTITJDSOR, ONTARIO 

LEE KARIJES - TILLSOIIBURG,  O N T A R I O  

T h e  ONTARIO NUTL~ISF~IATIC A S S O C I A T I O N  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  thank a l l  
t h o s e  w h o  s o l d  t i c k e t s  o r  purchased then .  Your support 
enables us  t o  carry  o u t  our  many p r o g r a m m e s .  

T h a n k  you 

B r u c e  H. R a s z n a n n -  
Draw C h a i r n a n  



2005 
LOTTERY RESULTS 

Ticket Sa les  by Clubs 

Clubs 

..................... Brant ford  Numismatic Soc ie ty  ... 
Cambridge Coin Club . ................................ 
Canadian T i re  Coupon Col l ec to r s  Club ................ 
C i t y  of Ottawa Coin Club ............................ 
Champlain Coin Club .................................. 
CoLli~gseod-Geor~ia.?.? Bay CeSn &c S t a l p  Club.. .......= ............................... ftssex County Coin Club 
I n g e r s o l l  Coin Club .. ...............*...........'.... 
Kent Coin Club .................*.................... ..................... Kingston Coin & Currency Club., 
Lakeshore Coin Club .................................. 
Lake Superior Coin Club ............................. ........................... London Numisnatic S o c i e t y  
Kississauga-Etobicoke Coin, Stamp .& Col lec t ib les  .... 
Niagara F a l l s  Coin Club ............................. 
Nickel  Bel t  Coin Club ............................ -. 
Nip i s s ing  Coin Club ................................. 
North York Coin Club ......... ........................ 
Onta r io  Numismatic Associa t ion  ...................... ...................... Oshawa & D i s t r i c t  Coin Club ... ..................... Peterborough Nunismatic Society 
S a r n i a  Coin Club .................................... 
Scarborough Coin Club.. ............................. ....................... South Wellington Coin Soc ie ty  
S t  . Thomas Nunismatic Associat ion ................... 
S t r a t f o r d  Coin Club ........................ ......- 
Ti l l sonburg  Coin Club.. ............................ 
Waterloo Coin Soc ie ty  ................................. 
Watford Coin Club ................................... 
Vindsor Coin Club .................................... 
Woodstock Coin Club .......................... 

Non 0,N.A.  Member Clubs 

Books Sold 

Bancrof t  Coin C~U~. . . . . . . . . .LF . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
C A W Ejl C. .......................................... 1 --- 

Tota l  Book S a l e s  ............. 513 



OIJTARIO iiUE41SPo%TT,C ASSOCIATIOIJ 
TKEASURER' S REPORT 

FOR THE PERIOD JAIJUkRli 1, 2004 TO DECETBER 31, 2004 

GENERAL ACCOUNT 
P e t t y  Cash @ Jan. 1, 2004 
~ a n k -  ~ a l a n c e  @ Jan. * 1, 2004 

RECEIPTS 
~ e m b e ~ ~ e ~ u l a r .  Jun io r  8i Club) 

Club Ticket  Rebate $ 66.00 
Premium U.S.A. Woney 2.88 
Donations Towards Ontar io  IJunisnat is t  f1475.00 
2004 O.N.A. Convention 925OEf. 42 
fiedals Sold 8 57-00 
I n t e r e s t  on C e r t i f i c a t e s  8 235.69 

EXPZNSES 
0 .N . A .  Publ ica t ion  "ONTARIO NUP$ISI-XTIST7r 
Postage 
O f f i c e  Suppl ies  & Expenses 
P.O. Box Renta l  & G.S.T. 
S a f e t y  Deposit  Box Renta l  & G.S.T. 
Telephone 
~ h o t b c o ~ ~ i n ~  & P r i n t i n g  
Honorariuns 
Audio Visual 
Transfer  To L i f e  P5embership 
Premium Rate Redeenable C e r t i f i c a t e  
Reduce 30 Day & Wait & See C e r t z f i c a t e s  

Excess Receip ts  Over Expenses 

P e t t y  Cash O December 31, 2004 
Bank Balance @ December 31, 2004 --------- 

$ 2756.08 $2756.06 
GENERAL ACCOUNT - BAIJK EiECONClLlATIOFl 
Bank Ledger Shee t  Balance @ Deccnbcr 31, 2004 $2706.45 
Outstanding Cheques NIL 
Bank Statement Balance @ Decenber 31, 2004 $2706.45 

GENERAL ACCOUfJT ASSETS 
Wait & See Cer tTf ica te  $8500.00 
Prerniun Rate C e r t i f i c a t e  #4000.00 



O N T A R I O  IJUI.IISpXTIC ASSOCIATIOll 
TREASURER1 S REPORT 

FOR THE PERIOD JAIiUARY 1, 2004 TO DECEIDER 31, 2004 

CONTII JGENCY ACCOUNT 

Bank Balance @ January 1, 2004 '$ 449-87 

RECEIPTS 
I n t e r e s t  Guaranteed Inves tnent  C e r t i f i c a t e s  $ 888 -85 
Matured Guaranteed Investnent Certificates $17500.00 

EXPENSES 
Guaranteed Investment Cer t i f  i c a t  e s  

Excess Receip ts  Over Expenses '$-111.15 

Bank Balance @ December 31, 2004 $ 338.72 

CONTINGENCY ACCOUNT ASSETS 
Guaranteed Investment C e r t i f i c a t e s  $32500.00 

INSURANCE ACCOUNT 

Bank Balance 62 January 1, 2004 $1543 -15  

ElECEIPTS 
5 (2004) Club Premiums @ $75.00 

27 (2005) Club Premiums @ g90.60 $2430.00 
I n t e r e s t  On C e r t i f i c a t e s  9 277.53 
Natured Guaranteed Inves tnent  C e r t l f i c a t  e 83$00.00 
Cashed Wait & See C e r t i f i c a t e s ,  q5975 00 

EXPENSES 
Insurance P r e n i m  ( M a r  1/2004-NOV 1/2004) $ 1782.00 
Postage,  ~ h o t o c o ~ i c s  & ~ k l e ~ h o n e  44-34 
Insurance Preraiun (Nov 1/2004-Kov 1/2005) $ 3240.00 
Postage,  Photocopies & Telephone 51  73 

W a i t  & See C e r t i f i c a t e s  (4975.00 6c.4200.00) --------- 
$14293.07 $14293.07 

Excess Receip ts  Over Expenses $ 4 4 3 5  .54 

Bank Balance @ Decenber 31, 2004 $J 107.61 

IITSURANCE ACCOUET ASSETS 

Wait & See C e r t i f i c a t e  $4200.00 
-. 



ONTAJIIO NUI~?iISI=!UTIC ASSOCIATION 
TREASURER' S REPORT 

FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY 1, 2004 TO DECEI!iBER 31, 2004 

CASH ASSET SUED4ARY @ DECEI'!IBER 31, 2004 

Cash & Bank Balance - General Account $ 2756.08 
Wait & See C e r t i f i c a t e  - General Account $ 8500.00 
Premium Rate Redeenable Cert - General Account $ 4000.00 
Bank Balance - Contingency Account $ 338.72 
Guaranteed Investment C e r t i f i c a t e s  - Contingency $32500.00 
Bank Balance - Insurance Account t 4;:g:gi Wait & See C e r t i f i c a t e  - Insurance Account --------- 

$52402.41 

Cash Assets (2003.) $50854.69 

Increase I n  Cash Assets  

LIFE EEN3ERSHIP ACCOUI-iT 

Bank Balance @ January 1, 2004 $242.91 

RECEIPTS 

I n t e r e s t  Guaranteed Investment C e r t i f i c a t e s  $ 329.45 
Matured Guaranteed Investment Ccr t i f  i c a t  e g1700.00 
Transfer  Fron General Account $ 600.00 

EXPENSES 

Guaranteed Investment C e r t i f i c a t e  
59 Membership Dues (2004)  O $15.00 

Excess Receipts 'Over Expenses $ 44.45 

Bank Balance @ Decenber 31, 2004 $287 36 

LIFE TGI?BERSHIP ASSETS 
Guaranteed Investment C e r t i f i c a t e s  $9700.00 

The Bank Accounts are'maint-ained at 
t he  T .D. Canada 'Trust ,  Belaont Branch 
K i t  chener, Ontario Treasurer d & < d  



Theme Collections 
Courtesy of Champlain Coin Club 

WWCd Qei~ae&: Are you in the mood for a change of direction with your coin 
collection? Tired of the pennies, nickels, errors or tokens? Why not take a look at creating a 
"topical" or a "theme"collection? 

Where do I look and what do I look for? Why not start with your own collection? I 
found the following easy themes: famous people, ships and animals. I have created a list of 

- .  

inexpensive vet interesting therne coins that are readily available frorn most dealers. Mast of 
the coins listed below cost less than one dollar. check out the dealer's dollar bins, treasure 
boxes, swap with friends or club members but get started with something new, fun and 
inexpensive! !! 
Farnous People Animals 
Queen Victoria, British pennv, 1 84 1-1 902 Buffalo, U. S. nickel 
King George V, British penny, 1902- 1936 Rhino, India, 25 paise 
King George ~ 1 , ' ~ r i t i s h  penny, 1937-1 953 Horse, Spain, 5 ptas 
Queen Juliana, Netherlands, 1948- I 980 Lizard, Australia, 2 cents 
President Kennedy, U. S. half dollar, starting at 1964 . . S~ringbok, S.Africa, I rand 
George Washington, U. S. quarter, starting at 1932 Bee, Norway, 10 ore 
P. Von Hindenburg, Germany, 2 Reichspfemig, 1 936-1 939 Dolphin, Italy, 5 lire 
Alexander the Great, Greece, 100 drachmas, 1990-1 993 Rabbit, Ireland, 3 pence 
Terry Fox, Canada, one dollar, 2005 Seahorse, Singapore, 10 cent 

Ships 
Bluenose, schooner, Canada, 10 cents 
Sloop, Bahamas, 25 cents @ 
Dhow, Kuwait, 10 fils -3$&5- 
Man-~-War, P.E.I. token, 
Phoenician War Galley, Lebanon, 5 piastres 
Canoe, Canada, dollar 
Viking longship, Isle of Man, 50 pence 
Great Lakes freighter, Welland, ON, souvenir dollar 
Dragon Boat, Thailand, 1 baht 

Other Themes to Consider 
famous buildings 
odd-shaped coins 
birds 
flowers or plants 
children 
expIorers 
vehicles 
monuments 
historic. events 

L 

Colonial 300 Victoria St. N., Unit#7 
Kitchener, ON N2K 6R9 
1-888-255-4565 - (51 9) 579-9048 LA Acres Coins V coins~co~onia~acres.com 

WANTED TO BUY! 
We Buy and Sell Across Canada! FREE APPRAISALS! 

We want to purchase your coin and banknote collections! We are among the top buyers of 
numismatic material in Canada. Contact us or visit our store. Please ask for Cam or Todd. 

Tel: (519) 579-9048 Email: coins@colonialacres.com 



Did You Know That ... 
Courtesy of Oshawa & District Coin Club 

By Bruce R. Watt 

G e o r g i a n  c o i n s  d e n o m i n a t e d  i n  " t e t r i l '  b e a r  r e v e r s e  
d e s i g n s  d e p i c t i n g  B o r 3 g a l i ,  o r  s y m b o l s  o f  t h e  s u n .  

T h e  1 9 2 3  M o n r o e  D o c t r i n e  C e n t e n n i a l  h a l f  d o l l a r  
b e a r s  p o r t r a i t s  o f  J a m e s  M o n r o e  a n d  J o h n  Q u i n c y .  

T h e  S i l v e r  A m e r i c a n  E a g l e  i s  a s  m u c h  a  U . S .  c o i n  a s  
a M o r a n  o r  P e a c e  d o l l a r .  

T h e  M o n e t a r y  A u t h o r i t y  o f  S i n g a p o r e  s t o p p e d  i s s u i n g  
1 - c e n t  c o i n s ,  a n d  $1, $ 2 0 ,  $25  a n d  $500  n o t e s ,  b u t  
t h e  c u r r e n c y  r e m a i n s  l e g a l  t e n d e r .  

A l t h o u g h  b e i n g  t h e  k e y  d a t e  t o  t h e  I n d i a n  H e a d  c e n t  
s e r i e s ,  t h e  1 8 7 7  c e n t  h a s  o n l y  t h e  s e c o n d  l o w e s t  
m i n t a g e .  

T h e  C e n t  a n d  3 C e n t  t o k e n s  p r o d u c e d  i n  G e r m a n  s i l v e r  
b y  D r .  L e w i s  F e u c h t w a n g e r  c i r c u l a t e d  f r e e l y  d u r i n g  t h e  
1836 t o  1 8 4 4  c o i n  s h o r t a g e .  
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Did You Know That ... Continued 
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T h e  B a n k  o f  U g a n d a  i s  s u r v e y i n g  c i t i z e n s  a b o u t  w h e t h e r  
t h e y  w a n t  t o  r e p l a c e  1 , 0 0 0  s h i l l i n g  b a n k  n o t e s  w i t h  
c o i n s  o f  t h e  same d e n o m i n a t i o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a news  
r e p o r t  a t  w w w . a l l A f r i c a . c o m .  
W h i l e  t h e  n a t i o n w i d e  s u r v e y  i s  u n d e r  w a y ,  t h e  b a n k  w i l l  
c o n t i n u e  t o  i s s u e  t h e  1 , 0 0 0  s h i l l i n g  n o t e s ,  r e l e a s i n g  a n  
u p g r a d e d  v e r s i o n  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  May. T h e r e  w i l l  n o t  b e  a n  
i m m e d i a t e  r e c a l l  o f  t h e  o l d e r  n o t e s .  
T h i s  move f o l l o w s  u p g r a d e s  t o  5 , 0 0 0 ,  1 0 , 0 0 0  a n d  2 0 , 0 0 0  
s h i l l i n g  n o t e s .  M o s t  r e c e n t l y ,  1 0 , 0 0 0  s h i l l i n g  n o t e s  d a t e d  
1 9 9 5  o r  1 9 9 8  w e r e  r e c a l l e d  f r o m  c i r c u l a t i o n .  
T h e s e  n o t e s ,  w h i c h  c e a s e d  b e i n g  l e g a l  t e n d e r  a t  m i d n i g h t ,  
D e c  31, 2 0 0 4 ,  d o  n o t  h a v e  a f o i l  s e c u r i t y  s t r i p e  a n d  b e a r  
t h e  s i g n a t u r e  o f  t h e  l a t e  Gov .  C h a r l e s  N .  K i k o n y o g o .  

L i t h u a n i a  i s  on t r a c k  t o  c o i n  e u r o s  b e g i n n i n g  i n  2 0 0 7 ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  n e w s  r e p o r t  a t  w w w . e u b u s i n e s s . c o m :  
E u r o p e a n  C e n t r a l  B a n k  o f f i c i a l s  v i s i t e d  t h e  B a n k  o f  
L i t h u a n i a  M a r c h  15 a n d  1 6  t o  g a u g e  i t s  r e a d i n e s s  t o  s t r i k e  
e u r o  c o i n a g e .  T h e  ECb o f f i c i a l s  g a v e  a  p o s i t i v e  r e p o r t ,  
w h i c h  m e a n s  t h e  b a n k  c a n  b e g i n  m i n t i n g  t e s t  e u r o  c o i n s  
t h i s  y e a r ,  a n d  e u r o  c o i n s  i n  2 0 0 7 .  
T h e  b a n k  s a i d  i n  a p r e s s  r e l e a s e  a t  i t s  Web s i t e  ( w w w - i b .  
i t )  t h a t  i t  h a s  a l r e a d y  a p p r o v e d  t h e  p l a s t e r  m o d e l s  f o r  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  s i d e  o f  e u r o  a n d  e u r o  c e n t  c o i n s .  T h o s e  w e r e  
a p p r o v e d  F e b .  2 4  b y  t h e  b a n k ' s  b o a r d .  
V i l n i u s  s c u l p t o r  A n t a n a s  Z u k a u s k a s  d e s i g n  t h e  m o d e l s .  

T h e  f i r s t  s t e e l  " w a r t i m e "  L i n c o l n  c e n t s  w e r e  s t r u c k  d u r i n g  
t h e  w e e k  o f  F e b .  2 1  t o  2 7 ,  1 9 4 3 .  

C o i n s  o f  V e s p a s i a n ,  t h e  r u l e r  who p u t  Rome on  t r a c k  a f t e r  
11 M e r o  c o m m i t t e d  s u i c i d e ,  a r e  m u s t  h a v e s "  i n  a n y  Roman 

I m p e r i a l  C o l l e c t i o n .  

T h a t  t h e r e  a r e  m o r e  t h a n  $ 7 5 4  B i l l i o n  i n  c o i n s  a n d  c u r r e n c y  
a r e  c u r ' r e n t l y  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  
Amer ica .  
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D a i s y  h a d  come t o  V e n i c e  f o r  a  s p e c i f i c  r e a s o n ,  

u n l i k e  t h e  s w a r m s  o f .  t o u r i s t s  s h e ' d  worked  h e r  way t h r o u g h  

e n  r o u t e  t o  t h e  C& D e l  Dose H o t e l .  She  e n v i e d  them i n  a  

way ,  b u t  b u s i n e s s  was b u s i n e s s ,  n o n e t h e l e s s ,  and  s h e  was  

v e r y  good a t  w h a t  s h e  d i d  a n d  w e l l  p a i d  t o o .  Her room was  

a b s o l u t e l y  s u m p t u o u s  and  s h e  was  t i r e d  e n o u g h . t o  a p p r e c i a t e  

i t s  c o m f o r t  a n d  c h a r m ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  s u c h  a h a r d  t r i p .  

The  f l i g h t  f r o m  London h a d n ' t  b e e n  t h e  g r e a t e s t  w i t h  a l l  

t h e  j a r r i n g  a n d  s h a k i n g  f rom t u r b u l e n c e  and  t h e n  t h e  r o u g h  

r i d e  a c r o s s  t h e  c h o p p y  l a g o o n  i n  t h a t  c rowded  b o a t  h a d  

b e e n  e n o u g h  t o  make  h e r  e v e n  a 1 i t t l e . c r o s s .  She  l o o k e d  

i n t o  t h e  h e a r t - s h a p e d  m i r r o r  w i t h  i t s  r o s a r y  e d g i n g  o f  

g o l d  b e a d s  a n d  managed a  t i g h t  l i t t l e  s m i l e .  S h e ' d  t r a v -  

e l l e d  t o  a l o t  o f  p l a c e s  b u t  n e v e r  b e f o r e  t o  V e n i c e .  S h e  

g i g g l e d  a n d  s h o o k  h e r  h e a d  i n  d i s b e l i e f .  Why, s h e ' d  g o t t e n  

o f f  t h e  p l a n e ,  g o n e  i n t o  a n d  o u t  o f  Marco P o l o  a i r p o r t ,  

a n d  jumped r i g h t  i n t o  a  b o a t !  It was a l m o s t  l i k e  a  s c e n e  

o u t  o f  a James Bond m o v i e !  

The n e x t  m o r n i n g  s h e  g o t  a  wake-up c a l l  i n  h e r  room.  

S h e  w a s n ' t  o n e  t o  e v e r  s l e e p  i n  b u t  s h e  d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  

t a k e  a n y  c h a n c e s  o n  b e i n g  l a t e  f o r  t h e i r  a g r e e d  upon  t i m e .  

T h i s  w o u l d  b e  t h e  c o i n  d e a l  o f  h e r  c a r e e r  i f  s h e  c o u l d  

p u l l  i t  o f f  a n d ,  n o t  o n l y  w o u l d  s h e  make h e r s e l f  a n d  t h e  

company p l e n t y  o f  money,  s h e ' d  g a i n  a  m e a s u r e  o f  f ame  a s  

w e l l .  S h e  h a d  a warm s h o w e r ,  g o t  d r e s s e d  i n  l o o s e - f i t t i n g ,  



chocolate colored slacks and a beige blouse, and sat down 

in front of the mirror to do her hair. She had short blond 

hair, parted somewhat to the left of center, and she 

combed it out carefully so that the bottom swooped forward 

just under her ears in curlicues. She lightly put on some 

lipstick, normal red, and sat back to gather her thoughts. 

She was attractive in a 'cute1 sort of way, with her 

narrow blue eyes and her tiny nose, and she took consol- 

ation in the fact that she was still gingle at thirty-three 

because of her unavailability and nothing else. She worked 

long hours and travelled a fair bit and well, there just 

wasn't much time for romance. 

After a light breakfast in her room of mixed fruit, 

whole-wheat toast and coffee, she made a phone call to Mr. 

Domanico for confirmation and directions, and then went 

downstairs and scuttled outside to the 'rival, or quay, to 

hail a gondola. It was a lovely day, and she guessad'it~was-.already 

in the low seventies. She watched as a flock of pigeons 

cooed around a smattering of bread bits and seeds. It 

truly was a beautiful place and as she stood there with 

her microscope box and her purse, she tried to dismiss, 

for a moment at least, the work aspect of her trip here 

just to appreciate the setting. She took a deep breath and 

the air, with its bit of salty tang, reminded her of being 

by the sea. It was quiet too, despite the fact there were 



a  good number o f  p e o p l e  a l r e a d y  a b o u t .  Nobody, s h e  c o u l d  s e e ,  

was i n  much o f  a  h u r r y .  She  h e a r d  a  c h u r c h  b e l l  t o l l i n g  o f f  

a c r o s s  t h e  o l d  b u i l d i n g s  somewhere a n d ,  l i k e  b e e s ,  t h e  buzz-  

b u z z  b u z z i n g  o f  s m a l l  b o a t s  a s  t h e y  s l i p p e d  h i t h e r  and  t h i t h e r  

i n  t h e  j a d e - c o l o r e d  w a t e r  o f  t h e  f r i o s l ,  o r  c a n a l s .  D a i s y  was 

g a z i n g  f o n d l y  a t  t h e  foam g r e e n  o f  t h e  s k y ,  w o n d e r i n g  w h a t  

e v e r  made i t  s u c h  a  l o v e l y  c o l o r ,  when a  v o i c e ,  i n  v e r y  good 

E n g l i s h ,  c a l l e d  up  t o  h e r  f rom j u s t  b e l o w .  

"You a r e  w a i t i n g  h e r e  f o r  a  g o n d o l a  and I am h e r e  t o  

t a k e  you w h e r e v e r  y o u r  h e a r t  d e s i r e s . "  

D a i s y  came t o  h e r  s e n s e s  a t  o n c e .  She  g l a n c e d  down and 

saw i n  a  newer g o n d o l a  a  handsome man i n  b l a c k  p l e a t e d  d r e s s  

s l a c k s  and w h i t e  s h i r t  w a i t i n g  t o  t a k e  h e r  hand and h e l p  h e r  

i n t o  t h e  b o a t .  H e  h a d  a  s c a r l e t  s a s h  a r o u n d  h i s  w a i s t  t h a t  

mimicked  a  b e l t  a n d  t h e  e n d ,  f r i n g e d ,  f e l l  c a s u a l l y  h a l f w a y  

down h i s  l e g .  H e  r e m i n d e d  h e r  o f  a  m a t a d o r .  He was t a n n e d ,  

b u t  w h a t  c a u g h t  h e r  e y e  l i k e  a  f l a s h  o f  l i g h t n i n g  w e r e  h i s  

b r i g h t  a q u a m a r i n e  e y e s .  

L e t t i n g  h e r s e l f  down i n t o  t h e  b o a t  awkwardly  w h i l e  s h e  

h e l d  h i s  h a n d ,  D a i s y  t o l d  him w h e r e  s h e  w a n t e d  t o  g o .  She  was 

somewhat  weak i n  t h e  l e g s - - a n d  n o t  f rom p h y s i c a l  e x h a u s t i o n - -  

b u t  s h e  c e r t a i n l y  w a s n ' t  l o s t  f o r  w o r d s .  

"I c o u l d  h a v e  w a l k e d , "  D a i s y  b e g a n ,  t r y i n g .  t o  s o u n d  

u n a f f e c t e d  by t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  handsome g o n d o l i e r ,  v b u t  I 

j u s t  h a d  t o  r i d e  i n  o n e  o f  t h e s e  g o n d o l a s .  They l o o k  s o  re- 



l a x i n g  a n d  I m i g h t  n e v e r  g e t  t h e  c h a n c e  a g a i n . "  

" I t  i s  s p e c t a c u l a r ! "  t h e  g o n d o l i e r  e x c l a i m e d .  "You w i l l  

n o t  r e g r e t  i t ,  n o t  e v e n  f o r  o n e  s e c o n d . "  

A s  s o o n  a s  D a i s y  was  s e t t l e d  on  t h e  p a d d e d  s e a t  o f  t h e  

b o a t ,  s h e  f e l t  t h e  c r a f t  m o v i n g  s l o w l y  away f r o m  t h e  ' r i v a l .  

S h e  was  g l a d  i n  a  way t h a t  s h e  was f a c i n g  f o r w a r d  and  t h a t  

t h e  h a n d s o m e  g o n d o l i e r  was  b e h i n d  h e r .  S h e  c o u l d  f e e l  t h e  h o t  

b l u s h  i n  h e r  f a c e  a n d  s h e  g u e s s e d  i t  w o u l d  now b e  a b o u t  t h e  . 

c o l o r  o f  h i s  s a s h .  S h e  w o n d e r e d  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  h e  was  m a r r i e d  

o r  h a d  a  g i r l f r i e n d .  H a  m u s t  h a v e  o n e  o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  s h e  t o l d  

h e r s e l f ,  as  g o o d  l o o k i n g  a s  h e  w a s .  And t h o u g h  s h e  d i d n ' t  

know f o r  s u r e ,  s h e  was  d i s a p p o i n t e d  anyhow.  

S o o n ,  t h e y  were c r u i s i n g  e a s i l y  a l o n g  t h e  c a n a l  a n d  t h e  

wa te r ,  s o u n d i n g  l i k e  a  k i t t e n  d r a w i n g  m i l k  f r o m  a  s a u c e r ,  

l a p p e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  o a k  s i d e s  o f  t h e  g o n d o l a .  

"You a r e  a  v e r y  p r e t t y  woman,"  D a i s y  h e a r d  t h e  g o n d o l i e r  

s a y  i n  h i s  s m o o t h ,  I t a l i a n i z e d  E n g l i s h .  The r e m a r k  h a d  come 

a s  a  b i t  o f  a  s u r p r i s e .  I1ym h u s b a n d  m u s t  b e  v e r y  h a p p y .  You 

s h o u l d  h a v e  b r o u g h t  h i m  a l o n g  w i t h  y o u . "  

D a i s y  c o r r e c t e d  h im r i g h t  o f f .  " I ' m  n o t  m a r r i e d , "  s h e  

s a i d ,  n o t  b o t h e r i n g  t o  t u r n  a r o u n d  a n d  t r y i n g  t o  s o u n d  m i f f e d .  

"And I ' m  h e r e  s t r i c t l y  o n  b u s i n e s s . "  

" T h a t  is s p e c t a c u l a r  b u t  n o t  v e r y  r i g h t .  V e n i c e ,  it i s  

f o r  r o m a n c e - - f o r  l o v e .  Where  i s  t h e r e  a  b e t t e r  p l a c e ? "  S h e  

c o u l d  t e l l  h e  was a  g o o d  t a l k e r .  S h e  d i d n ' t  s a y  a n y t h i n g .  



" T h i s  man you a r e  g o i n g  t o  s e e ,  I know him w e l l .  R a p h a e l  h a s  

s o l d  u s  many c o i n s ,  my f a t h e r  and me, b u t  s t r a n g e l y ,  numis -  

m a t i c s  is  n o t  h i s  s p e c i a l t y .  He i s  a n  a r t  d e a l e r  a n d  o n e  o f  

t h e  v e r y  b e s t .  He h a s  a  t h o r o u g h  knowledge of  t h e  a r t  w o r l d  

and h e  c a n  t e l l  a t  a  g l a n c e  i f  a  p a i n t i n g  i s  g e n u i n e  o r  i f  i t  

i s  n o t . - H e  i s  . s p e c t a c u l a r  f o r  s u r e . "  

D a i s y ' s  e a r s  had  p e r k e d  t o  a t t e n t i o n  when s h e  h e a r d  t h e  

word ' c o i n s 1 .  "You a r e  a  c o i n  c o l l e c t o r ?  You and y o u r  f a t h e r ? ' "  

" s f ,  s i g n o r i n a  .... May I a s k  what  i s  y o u r  name? Me, I am 

F e r d i n a n d o . "  

"What d o  you  c o l l e c t ? 1 1  D a i s y  a s k e d .  

"I  h a v e  s e t s  o f  S o l d i , "  F e r d i n a n d o  s a i d .  "My f a t h e r ,  h e  

hag g o l d  S o l d i  w h i c h  a r e  v e r y  r a r e  and e x p e n s i v e  .... B u t ,  you 

h a v e  n o t  t o l d  me y o u r  name ."  

A b o a t  a m b u l a n c e  s u d d e n l y  a p p e a r e d  o u t  o f  n o w h e r e  w i t h  

r e d  and  w h i t e  l i g h t s  f l a s h i n g ,  i t s  s i r e n  b l a r i n g  l i k e  a  mad 

c o y o t e ;  i t  s l i c e d  c l o s e  by them l e a v i n g - a  f r o t h y  wake and 

waves  t h a t  r u s h e d  o v e r ,  r o c k i n g  t h e  g o n d o l a .  

"My name i s  D a i s y . "  

"It  i s  t h e  name o f  a  f l o w e r .  ' M a r g h e r i t a l  i s  wha t  we 

c a l l  i t  i n  I t a l i a n .  T h a t  i s  s p e c t a c u l a r ! "  

D a i s y  b e g a n  t o  l a u g h  q u i e t l y .  " A  r n a r g a r i t a  i s  a d r i n k  

t o o . "  She  t u r n e d  h a l f w a y  r o u n d  on t h e  b e n c h ,  l a y i n g  h e r  arm 

a l o n g  t h e  b a c k  s o  s h e  c o u l d  c a t c h  a  g l i m p s e  o f  him when s h e  



s p o k e .  " S o ,  F e r d i n a n d o ,  w h a t  c a n  you t e l l  m e  a b o u t  R a p h a e l  

Domanico? Is  h e  n i c e  t o  d e a l  w i t h ?  I mean, d o e s  h e  g i v e  you a  

h a r d  t i m e  when y o u ' r e  b u y i n g  a  c o i n  and t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i t  f o r  

a  b e t t e r  p r i c e ? "  

" H e  n e v e r  c h a n g e s  h i s  mind on t h e  p r i c e , "  F e r d i n a n d o  

s a i d ,  n o t  e n t i r e l y  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  what  h e  was s a y i n g  b u t  

r a t h e r  c o n t e m p l a t i n g  a s k i n g  t h e  p r e t t y  woman t o  mee t  him 

somewhere  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g .  "Once R a p h a e l  g i v e s  you a  p r i c e ,  

t h a t T s  i t .  He w i l l  n o t  b u d g e .  H e  i s  n o t  e a s i l y  f o o l e d ,  t h a t  I 

c a n  t e l l  you . "  

A t  t h e  Grand C a n a l ,  D a i s y  t o 0 k . a  l v a p o r e t t o l ,  o r  w a t e r  

b u s ,  t o  t h e  R i v a  d e l  V i n ,  n e a r  t h e  R i a l t o  B r i d g e  a n d ,  w i t h  

o n l y  a  l i t t l e  s e a r c h i n g ,  came upon  P i n a c o t e c a  Domanico. 

It was j u s t  a  s m a l l  s h o p  a l l  by i t s e l f  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  

a n  o l d  s a l m o n - c o l o r e d  b u i l d i n g  i n  a  s h a d y  l i t t l e  a l l e y .  T h e r e  

was a  s m a l l  P h o e n i x  palm i n  a  t e r r a  c o t t a  p o t  o u t  f r o n t  

l o o k i n g  q u i t e  f o r l o r n  a n d  f o r g o t t e n .  D a i s y  h e s i t a t e d  b e f o r e  

g o i n g  i n .  The s h o p  seemed s o  d a r k  and i n h o s p i t a b l e ,  b u t  s h e  

saw a  l i g h t  t o w a r d  t h e  b a c k .  She  found  i t  h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  s u c h  a  p l a c e  c o u l d  y i e l d  t r e a s u r e .  She  was s t i l l  t h i n k i n g  

a b o u t  F e r d i n a n d o ,  t h e  g o n d o l i e r ,  when s h e  p u t  h e r  hand on t h e  

d o o r  t o  g o  i n .  S h e  t o o k  a  d e e p  b r e a t h  and b r a c e d  h e r s e l f  f o r  

t h e  e n c o u n t e r  o f  h e r  l i f e .  

R a p h a e l  Domanico t u r n e d  on  a l l  t h e  l i g h t s  and t h e  

p a i n t i n g s  o n  t h e  maroon w a l l s  i n  t h e i r  l o v e l y  f r a m e s  came t o  



l i f e  l i k e  f r e s h  new p h o t o g r a p h s .  H e  s t o o d  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  

p r e t t y  woman ,a t  t h e  b a c k  i n  f r o n t  o f  a n  o l d  o a k  d e s k .  H e  

c o u l d  e a s i l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  p l a i n  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  woman 

w a l k i n g  c o n f i d e n t l y  t o w a r d  him a n d  h e  was  i m p r e s s e d .  

"I h a v e  o n l y  b e e n  o p e n  f o r  a  f e w  m i n u t e s , "  h e  t o l d  

h e r  a t  o n c e ,  " a n d  i t  i s  a  c o m p l i m e n t  t o  h a v e  someone  come 

e a r l y  f o r  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  .... You a r e  D a i s y ,  a r e  you  n o t ? "  

"Yes, of  c o u r s e .  And t h a n k - y o u  s o  much f o r  h a v i n g  m e  

h e r e  a n d  f o r  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  o u r  a u c t i o n  company.  W e ' l l  be  

a b l e  t o  m a r k e t  y o u r  c o i n  f a r  b e t t e r  t h a n  a n y o n e ,  I c a n  

a s s u r e  y o u . "  D a i s y  s h o o k  M r .  D o m a n i c o l s  h a n d ,  s u r p r i s e d  

t h a t  i t  was  c o o l  a n d  clammy. S h e  f i g u r e d  t h a t  maybe h e  was 

as  n e r v o u s  a s  s h e  w a s .  H e  r e m i n d e d  h e r  o f  a  s h a r p ,  s u c c e s s -  

f u l ,  m i d d l e - a g e d  b u s i n e s s m a n ,  w i t h  h i s  f l u f f y  d a r k  h a i r  

combed b a c k  a n d  a l l  i n  p l a c e ,  t h e  d e t e r m i n e d  l o o k  o n  h i s  

f a c e ,  h i s  w e l l - p r e s s e d  b l a c k  s l a c k s  a n d  h i s  s p o r t  s h i r t  

w i t h  i t s  m o t l e y  d e s i g n  o f  b l a c k  a n d  s i l v e r  r e c t a n g l e s .  S h e  

d i d n ' t  miss t h e  m i n u s c u l e  c e l l  p h o n e  e i t h e r  t h a t  s e e m e d  t o  

c l i n g  m a g i c a l l y  o n  t h e  s i d e  o f  h i s  w a i s t .  "1 b r o u g h t  my 

m i c r a s c o p e ,  M r .  D o m a n i c c .  A u t h e n t i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  gold p i e c e  

i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  m a n d a t o r y .  I ' m  s u r e  you  u n d e r s t a n d . "  

"You c a n  c a l l  m e  R a p h a e l ,  p l e a s e .  T h e r e  i s  n o  n e e d  

f o r  f o r m a l i t y .  C o m e -  S i t  down."  

D a i s y  s a t  a t  t h e  d e s k  a c r o s s  f r o m  t h e  a r t  d e a l e r .  H e  

, o f f e r e d  h e r  a  c u p  o f  c o f f e e ,  w h i c h  s h e  a c c e p t e d  b u t  d i d n ' t  



r e a l l y  w a n t ,  and  s o o n  it came down t o  t h e  b u s i n e s s  a t  h a n d .  

F o r  q u i t e  a  w h i l e ,  l o n g e r  t h a n  s h e  s h o u l d  h a v e ,  D a i s y  

s a t  t h e r e  p e e r i n g  a t  t h e  g o l d  p i e c e  i n  a b s o l u t e  awe,  h e r  

b l u e  e y e s  b u g g i n g  o u t  o f  h e r  head l i k e  i n f l a t e d  s a p p h i r e s .  

An 1 8 2 2  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f i v e - d o l l a r  g o l d  p i e c e !  And it w a s  

b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  l a s t  o n e  t h a t  had s o l d  f o r  a l m o s t  $ 7 0 0 , 0 0 0 !  

Wow ! 

!'I t o o k  i t  t o  M i l a n ,  t o  a  f r i e n d  o f  m i n e , "  R a p h a e l  

s a i d ,  "and  h e  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  i t  was g e n u i n e .  T h e r e  s h o u l d  

b e  no  p r o b l e m . "  

D a i s y  s e t  t h e  c o i n  down c a r e f u l l y  on t h e  d e s k  p a d ,  

s a t  b a c k ,  and a s k e d  t h e  a r t  d e a l e r  how h e  had a c q u i r e d  t h e  

c o i n .  A f t e r  a l l ,  s h e  c o u l d n ' t  h e l p  b u t  b e  a  l i t t l e  s k e p t i c -  

a l ;  t h e r e  were  o n l y  t h r e e  known, two o f  them i n  t h e  S m i t h -  

s o n i a n ,  t h e  o t h e r  b e i n g  a c h o i c e  v e r y  f i n e .  So t h i s  o n e ,  

a l m o s t  u n c i r c u l a t e d ,  would  b e  t h e  f o u r t h .  

"The whole  s t o r y  is  i n t r i g u i n g , "  R a p h a e l  b e g a n ,  

l e a n i n g  f o r w a r d .  H e  a d j u s t e d  h i s  w i r e - r i m  g l a s s e s  and 

l o o k e d  a t  h e r  u n f l i n c h i n g l y ,  n o t  b l i n k i n g  a t  a l l .  "The h a l f  

e a g l e ,  a s  you c a l l  t h e m ,  came f rom t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  f r o m  

a  man who l i v e s  i n  K e n t u c k y .  L e x i n g t o n ,  t o  be  e x a c t .  H e  is 

a  b r e e d e ~  o f  r a c e h o r s e s  a n d ,  I u n d e r s t a n d ,  o n e  h o r s e  t h a t  

h e  s o l d  a t  a  y e a r l i n g  s a l e  t h e r e  a c t u a l l y  won a Grade  1 

s t a k e s  r a c e  i n  N e w  Y o r k .  Anyway, h e  i s  v e r y  s u c c ' e s s f u l .  H e  

d o e s  n o t  c o l l e c t  c o i n s ,  I m u s t  t e l l  you  t h a t .  Bu t  h e  d o e s  



c o l l e c t  a r t .  H e  p r e f e r s  p a i n t i n g s  by t h e  m a s t e r s  and h e  c a n  

e a s i l y  a f f o r d  t o  buy them t o o .  

"He a c c e p t e d  t h i s  1 8 2 2  h a l f  e a g l e  a s  payment  f o r  a  

r o y a l l y  b r e d  y e a r l i n g  and  t h e n ,  when h e  f o u n d  o u t  t h r o u g h  

a n  a g e n t ,  t h a t  I had  a n  u n l i s t e d  C a r a v a g g i o  f o r  s a l e - - w e l l ,  

t h a t  was i t !  H e  had t o  h a v e  i t . ' '  Da i sy  f e l t  a  t i c k l e  i n  h e r  

t h r o a t  b u t  s q u e l c h e d  t h e  u r g e  t o  cough.  "1 s a y  ' u n l i s t e d 1  

b e c a u s e  t h e  p a i n t i n g ,  a  l o v e l y  p i e c e  o f  work e n t i t l e d  

C r i s t o  n e l l '  o r t o  f rom a b o u t  1 6 0 5 ,  was b e l i e v e d  t o  h a v e  

b e e n  d e s t r o y e d  i n  B e r l i n  i n  1 9 4 5  w i t h  t h e  end o f  t h e  3 r d  

r e i c h .  

" S o ,  I t o o k  t h i s  c o i n  h e r e  i n  t r a d e  a l o n g  w i t h  an  

u n d i s c l o s e d  amount  o f  c a s h  f o r .  t h e  C a r a v a g g i o  .... I h a v e  

d o u b t s  now. I mean,  I b e l i e v e  I c o u l d  h a v e  g o t  more f o r  t h e  

p a i n t i n g  a t  a u c t i o n  b u t  I t u r n e d  i t  o v e r  v e r y  q u i c k l y .  

R e a l l y ,  i t  was j u s t  good b u s i n e s s . "  

T h a t  e v e n i n g ,  D a i s y  s a t  a t  a n  o u t d o o r  c a f e  i n  t h e  

P i a z z a  San Marco w i t h  F e r d i n a n d o ,  t h e  g o n d o l i e r .  She  was 

g a z i n g  a b s e n t m i n d e d l y  a t  t h e  l o v e l y  p i n k  s k y  when h e  c a l l e d  

h e r  b a c k  t o  r e a l i t y .  

" S o ,  R a p h a e l  i s  g o i n g  t o  phone you tomor row m o r n i n g ? "  

" H e  s a i d  h e  w o u l d ,  y e s , "  D a i s y  r e p l i e d ,  r e f l e c t i n g  

now o n  h e r  d a y .  "It  would  h a v e  been  s o  n i c e  t o  g e t  a n  

a n s w e r  t h i s  m o r n i n g .  Now my w h o l e  n i g h t  i s  up i n  t h e  a i r . "  

" 'Up i n  t h e  a i r 1 ?  How do you mean?" 



111111 h a v e  i t  o n  my m i n d ,  D a i s y  e x p l a i n e d .  "It may 

w o r r y  m e  n o t  k n o w i n g  w h e t h e r  M r .  Domanico w i l l  l e t  my 

company s e l l  h i s  c o i n . "  

" ' U p  i n  t h e  a i r 1 ! "  F e r d i n a n d o  l a u g h e d .  H e  r a i s e d  h i s  

f i s t  t o  h e a v e n .  " T h a t  i s  a  s p e c t a c u l a r  e x p r e s s i o n  w h i c h  I 

am g o i n g  t o  r e m e m b e r . "  

I n  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d ,  a f i n e  young  band was p l a y i n g  a n  

i n s t r u m e n t a l ,  m o s t l y  i n  s t . r i n g s ,  e n t i t l e d  T a n t o  m i  t r o v o .  

It was  s o m e w h a t  o f  a  V e n e t i a n  l o v e  s o n g  a n d  i t s  l u l l i n g  

s o u n d s  l i l t e d  l a z i l y  a c r o s s  t h e  p a t i o  l i k e  m e a n d e r i n g  

l i t t l e  b u t t e r f l i e s .  

"Do you come h e r e  o f t e n ? "  D a i s y  a s k e d ,  l e a n i n g  f o r w a r d  

a n d  s e t t i n g  h e r  arms on  t h e  t a b l e .  

" O n l y  w i t h  s o m e o n e  l i k e  y o u , "  F e r d i n a n d o  t o l d  h e r  

w i t h  a s m o o t h  s m i l e .  

He was  e v e n  more  h a n d s o m e  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  D a i s y  t o l d  

h e r s e l f .  H i s  e y e s  were l i k e  gems  t h a t  c o u l d  see t h r o u g h  h e r  

a n d  maybe  e v e n  c a s t  s p e l l s .  The  d i m p l e s  o n ' e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  

h i s  m o u t h  w e r e  e n o u g h  t o  make h e r  swoon.  S h e  w a n t e d  t o  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  s h e  c o u l d  f i n d  r o m a n c e  i n  a  c i t y  l i k e  V e n i c e :  

t h a t  s h e  c o u l d  j u s t  come u p o n  i t  a n d  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  h a p p e n  

m a g i c a l l y .  Bu t  s h e  was d o u b t f u l .  S h e  w o n d e r e d  how many 

o t h e r  women F e r d i n a n d o  h a d  b r o u g h t  h e r e  f o r  a d r i n k  u n d e r  

t h e  t e n d e r  V e n e t i a n  s k y  w h i l e  t h e  band p l a y e d  o n .  S h e  

c a r r i e d  h e r  s u s p i c i o n  o v e r  t o  t h e  1 8 2 2  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a l f  



eagle she had examined that morning. It appeared to be real 

and she was certain it would be authenticated. Nonetheless, 

there was something about this whole business that was 

bothering her. 

Just a moment after the slick waiter had set another 

strawberry daiquiri in front of her, Daisy was part of one 

of the most embarrassing scenes she could ever imagine. A 

woman--a very angry one--trounced up to where they were 

seated, stuck her hands.on her hips, and glared at Ferdinan- 

do. She was quite beautiful, with lovely long curly hair, 

but her face was the color op a ripe tomato and her eyes 

were on fire. She asked Ferdinando what he thought he was 

doing there, and with her, meaning Daisy. Daisy felt like 

crawling under the table. The patio was packed and sheld 

never felt so centered out in all her life. She wanted to 

get up and leave but she stayed to witness the conclusion. 

The Italian beauty smacked the gondolier across his brown 

handsome face and stormed away across the patio like a 

thunderstorm. 

Ferdinando, who was speechless for a moment, quickly 

gathered his wits and apologized. "1 am so sorry, Daisy," 

he said. "It is her. She ..." 
But Daisy wouldn't let him finish. "Please," she 

said, "don't say another word. I understand. You don't have 

to explain. I think you ought to go home now. Hopefully, 



s h e ' l l  s t i l l  b e  w a i t i n g  f o r  y o u . "  

On t h e  p l a n e  b a c k  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  D a i s y  s a t  

t h e r e  a t  3 5 , 0 0 0  f e e t  m u l l i n g  o v e r  t h e  d e a l  s h e  h a d  made  

w i t h  M r .  D o m a n i c o .  I t  was a  c o u p  t o  b e  s u r e .  She  h a d  a l r e a d y  

c a l l e d  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  s a l e s  f o r  t h e  a u c t i o n  f i r m  a n d  h e  

was  t h r i l l e d  t o  s a y  t h e  l e a s t .  H e  was g o i n g  t o  b e g i n  t h e  

p u b l i c i t y  a t  o n c e .  She  s w a l l o w e d  a  c o u p l e  o f  t imes t o  

r e l i e v e  t h e  b i t  o f  p r e s s u r e  i n  h e r  e a r s  a n d  s e t  h e r  h e a d  

a g a i n s t  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  s e a t .  S h e  was  t i r e d  b u t  s h e  c o u l d n ' t  

s l e e p .  W i t h  t h e  t h r u m  o f  t h e  j e t  e n g i n e s  some o f  t h e  p a s s e n -  

g e r s  h a d  d o z e d  o f f .  From t h e  c o r n e r  ,of  h e r  e y e ,  s h e  p e e r e d  

a t  t h e  e l d e r l y  woman b e s i d e  h e r ;  s h e  was s n o r i n g  q u i e t l y ,  

w i t h  h e r  h e a d  t i p p e d  down a n d  h e r  g l a s s e s  a l m o s t  f a l l i n g  

o f f  h e r  n o s e .  As s u c c e s s f u l  a s  t h e  t r i p  had  b e e n - - r o m a n c e  

a s i d e - -  D a i s y  s t i l l  f e l t  t h e  t u r n  o f  e v e n t s  was t o o  g o o d  t o  

b e  t r u e .  It w a s  t h a t  F e r d i n a n d o ,  s h e  t o l d  h e r s e l f  w i t h  a  

t w i s t e d  l i t t l e  s m i l e ;  h e ' s  made m e  f e e l  i n s e c u r e  now a b o u t  

t h e  s i n c e r i t y  o f  human n a t u r e .  

The  d a y  b e f o r e  t h e  a u c t i o n  company was t o  s e n d  D a i s y  

w i t h  t h e  1822  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a l f  e a g l e  t o  a  t h i r d  p a r t y  t o  

h a v e  i t  a u t h e n t i c a t e d  a n d  g r a d e d ,  t h e y  g o t  a  p h o n e  c a l l  

f r o m  M r .  Doman ico  i n  V e n i c e ,  I t a l y .  H e  w a n t e d  h i s -  c o i n  

b a c k .  

It t u r n e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  p a i n t i n g  f o r  w h i c h  h e ' d  t a k e n  

t h e  c o i n  a s  p a r t  p a y m e n t ,  C a r a v a g g i o l s  C r i s t o  n e l l '  o r t o ,  

was  a  f a k e .  

END 
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